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Pusntic Law 601, 79TH Conaress 


The leg) slation under whi h the House Committee on Un American 
Activities operates 1s Public Law 601, 79th Congress | 1946], chapter 
753, 2d se sion, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re presentatives of the United States 
of Amertca i Congress assemble Ss °° .* - 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


Skt 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* be * ak * * a 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
RuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * cS * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) al! other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 8838p CONGRESS 


House RESOLUTION 5, JANUARY 3, 1953 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1 here shall be elected by the H se, at the commencement of each Congress, 


ollowing standing committees 


} Committee on Un-Ameri n Activities, to consist of nine members 





YWERS A I IES OF YM MITTEES 
* * . 7 
17 { Ly Ame \ t 
b) The Committ on Un-Ame1 n Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
ed to1 e fi t ne, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
t d ob ) l Ameri ! I iganda activities in the United States; 
2) the diffus within the d States of subversive and (American propa- 
ganda that is tigated f: foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
ittacks the principle of ‘ 1 of gove mel guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion: and (3) a her quest 3 ation thereto that would aid Congress 
¢ ssary rel li legislatio 
The Con ttee on Un-Am«e ’ \ctivities shall report to the House (or to 
the Clerk o he House if the Hou s not in session) the results of any such 
ny tigat together with s h ree mendat s aS it deems advisable 
| e | post f nve gation. e Committee on Un-American 
Activ Ss Ol subcom ee ther * is authorized to sit and act at such times 
nd places with the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 


sed, or has adjourned » hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
ich witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 


take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of tl hairman the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
! erd ignated by such chairma ind may be served by any person designated 
‘ -  eekinrees bane 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW YORK CITY AREA—PART 
(Based on Testimony of Manning Johnson) 


MONDAY, JULY 13, 1953 


Unirep Sratres Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on Un-American Activities. 
Washington, D. C’. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American cee 
met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10:49 a. m., in room 225—A, Old 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Kit C lardy se 


Committee membe rs present: Represe ntatives Kit CU lardy, CU lyde 


Doyle ppearahce noted In trans ons tt), an d James B. Frazier, Jr. 
PI | 
{appearance noted in Lranse ipt 6 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counse | : L a Scott, 


research analyst; George E. Cooper, investigator; and Mrs. Juliett 
J ray, acting clerk. 


Mr. Crarpy. The hearing will be in order. 


t 


Let the re ord how tha the chairman has appointed a subcom- 
mittee of Mr. ¢ lardy, Mr. Dovle, and Mr. Frazier for the purpose 
or continuing thi leaLring 

Lre you ready to proceed, Mr. Younsel ? 


Mr. IX nzic. I am, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Ciarpy. Let us take up where we left off in New York. 
Mr. Kunzia. Off the record. 


TESTIMONY OF MANNING JOHNSON—Resumed 


Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Johnson, could vou olive us further detail led ¢ est! 
mony about the Methodist Federation for Social Service which, I 
understand, later chang d its name to the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Methodist Federation for Social Service or the 
Meth« odist Federation for Social Action, aire by Rev. Harry F. 
Ward, whom I have already identified as a party member, was in- 
valuable to the Communist Party in its ‘ved front organizations 
and campaigns. It was invaluable because through it the party was 
able to get contact with thousands of ministers all over the country. 


1 Released by the full committee. Although this testimony was taken in Washington, 
D. C., it follows the earlier appearance of Manning Johnson before a subcommittee which 
was sitting in New York City. For the purpose of continuity, this is printed under same 
title. 
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Mr. Kunzic. How do you mean that? 

Mr. Jounson. Through the affiliation of ministers to the Methodist 
Federation for Social Service or Social Action. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean they could contact ministers who had not 
the slightest idea about the s n ster purposes and background of what 
they were trying to do? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. They had the contact, a wealth of 
contact. established and built up over the years with ministers in every 
section of the country who were eas ly and q ll ‘kly involved in various 
mt activities, mnsequel tly CiIVINg thes e Communist-front 


movenx in aura of respectability the like of which they could not 
cet except for the tremendou amount of faith people have in religion 

Mr. Ky N ZIG. Vii : Be lla Dod | testi fe | before this « mmittec a fev 
Ww o e effe hat fre he pers | | wledee when she 
Ww oO! of the lead o (Commu { in New York, { ley had various, 
what she ealled, sucker lists of distinguished citizens, scientists, and 
professional people throughout the country whom they used when- 
ever they need distinguished fronts to cover up their purposes. 
These people did not know what their names were being used for. Is 


the testimony that vou are giving with regard to these ministers an 
ide? wae similar ituat 

Mr. e JouN SON. Yes, only with this exception, that there were a num- 
ber of ministers w ho actually knew what they were doing. 

Mr. Cruarvy. May I interrupt to correct you, Mr. Kunzig? 

Irs. Dodd did not go quite that far. She indicated that some of 
them did know the score, but that the vast majority of them probably 
did not. In other words, there were a few, just as the witness has indi- 
cated, who did know definitely that they were lending themselves to 
Communist purposes, but most of them did not. 

Mr. JoHNson. I might add that quite a fev ministers. for example 
pais. a in the united front known as the American League 
Against War and Fascism, and it was later called the American League 
for Dien a Democracy, in which many ee were ieerolived. 
In fact, they were so deeply involved through Harry F. Ward, that 
they became the spokesmen, the advocates, the ‘tuilders. and oe lead- 
ers of this most important Communist font that engaged in every- 
thine from s mple assault on a government to espion: ive, sabotage, and 
the overthrow of the Goverm ent of the United States. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give some specific examples of this, please ? 

Mr. Jonson. Yes. I have before me an article in the Fight maga- 


zine. Fight magazine was a publication of the American League 
Against War and Fa m, and later the American League for Peace 


and Demo racy. It an art cle \ ritten by George Roberts; the 
subject, I Make Shells. He asks the following questions: 

Are we prepared for an offensive war, or are we merely maintaining defensive 
forces? A munitions worker gives inside information on naval armaments. 

Mr. Kunzie. What is the date of this article, Mr. Johnson ? 

Mr. Jounson. The date of this article is July 1936. The author of 
this article gives specifically to a Communist publication that is sent 
to Moscow definite spec ifications of types and kinds of munitions, not 
only shells, but submarine per iscopes and other munitions. He also 
gives quant ities ,inere ases 1n produc tion over prev ious years. Tn short, 
he gives information that is invaluable to Soviet military intelligence. 
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Mr. Criarpvy. Looking that article over, witness, it appears to me 
that the type of material that is contained is something that would be 
known either to the Government or to the person or firm entering into 
the contract. It does not appear to be the type of information that 
would normally be broadcast. 

1 wonder if you have any information about the identity of the fel- 
low who wrote that, any suggestion to make as to how he would come 
In possession of that information 2 

Mr. Jounson. I could only say this, that the author, George Roberts, 
evidently was in a sensitive spot in this particular munitions plant. 
I do not know him person: ully, and I could not say that he is a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. He could either be a Communist, or 
he could be a fellow who thought that by giving this information that 
eventually will reach Russia in a roundabout w: iy or direct way, that 
he was aiding the cause of peace and democracy, and that is the d: inger 
of these Communist-front organizations, in that they sell Americans 
on an ideal, which, of course, they use for other purposes, for their 
evil purposes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have this document now in my hand. 
It is marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 18,” and I offer it, 
into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. It will be received. 

(The article from Fight magazine of July 1936, entitled “I Make 
Shells,” was received in evidence as Manning ‘Johnson exhibit No. 18.) 


MANNING JOHNSON EXxuipir No. 18 
ight, July 1936, pp. 5 and 26) 
I MAKE SHELLS 


ARE WE PREPARING FOR AN OFFENSIVE WAR? OR ARE WE MERELY MAINTAINING DE- 
FENSIVE FORCES? 4 MUNITIONS WORKER GIVES INSIDE INFORMATION ON NAVAL 
ARMAMENTS 

By George Roberts 


Illustrated by H. J. Glintenkamp 


I am a munitions worker. I spend S hours out of every working day 
helping to make shells and cannon ordered by the United States Navy. For 
almost a year, I have been employed in a New Jersey steel mill, whose chief 
concern today is the filling of those orders. There are six or seven hundred 
of us, working in three shifts, night and day, getting those shells ready to be 
shipped to the arsenals where they are painted, greased, and boxed, and getting 
the cannon ready to be sent away to be rifled. We who make these death 
dealers are fully three-quarters of all the men employed in the mill. 

There was a time when this place where I work was just a high-grade mill, 
turning out steel for tools, razor blades, and other needs of civic existence that 
called for the finest quality of steel. But that was a good many years azo— 
before 1915, to be exact. Then a large order for shells from Great Britain 
changed all that. Our country was “neutral,” to be sure, but business is business. 


“Keeping Us Out of War” 


Two large ordnance buildings were added to the plant. These buildings, by 
the way, in this country where an insufficiency of school buildings was then and 
still is a vexing problem, cost a couple of million apiece. 

It wasn’t long after that, of course, that the United States began ordering 
shells, too. They had been using a very neat slogan about keeping us out of 
war, for presidential campaigning; and since the public didn’t know the politi- 
eians had their tongues in their cheeks as they said it, it put the campaign for 
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President Wilson over with a ban And then suddenly it developed that we 
were called upon to make the world safe for democracy; and it seemed that 
those in power must have suspected it all along, because this mill where I work 
now, and no doubt a lot of other steel mills, had been filling United States orders 
lor she S 1 some 

Once they got fairly started, and out in the open, the United States Govern 
ment made an arrangement with the mill to pay for all the machines employed 
in munitions manufacture, with the agreement that it might remove or leave 


the t chose But by the time the armistice came, they had been used so 
m that they were too worn out to be worth moving. 

There followed a number of years when the shops stood idle. Then in 1926, 
they were used to repair locomotives. That was because a strike, known in 
labor annals as the “shopcrafts strike,” was in progress, with machinists, boiler- 
makers, etec., in the railroad shops all out. In other words, these steel mill 
shops acted as strikebreakers, or “scabs,” in the company’s interest. 

It was about a year later that they started making shells again; shells for 
target practice and the like. Then in 1928 came a government order for 8-inch 
shells; in 1930-1, orders for 5-inch shells; and from 19382 on, orders of such 
increasing size and frequency that by now they are almost more than the company 


can handle, and we work, as I said before, in three steady shifts that keep 
going night and day 

Che shells we make are for the Navy only, and our munitions shops are under 
the control and constant supervision of Navy officials. Their inspectors are on 
the job all the time, to be sure that nothing is slipped through that isn’t entirely 





p to standard. And “standard” is a pretty exacting 1 r the best quality 
of steel is admissible, the same as is used in the finest tools. This steel is kneaded 
il uge masses; the process is like a baker kneading dough. Only dough is 


intended to preserve life, whereas this steel doesn’t get by unless it is quite 
certain to be unfailingly destructive. It must be made hard enough to pierce 
armor. All steel is rigorously tested for such hardness before it is used, and 
rejected if it doesn’t pass the test It is rumored that the government uses a 


special armor, made by a formula obtained from Germany, for testing shells 
Long-Range Preparedness 


The number of orders now on hand for a navy whose purpose is purely defense, 





f we are to believe what we are told, is, to say the least, startling. An order 
for Model A 6-inch shells that started at 8,000 was soon raised to 14,000, and 
then speedily to 17,000, where it now stands. 

We are also filling an orde for 2.900 Model B 6 h shells, and for 25,000 
Model A 5-inch shells. We are making 24,000 5-inch antiaircraft shells; and 
there is an order on hand, filling of which has not yet started, for 25,000 star 
she , 5-incl These are for lighting up the sky, each being fitted with a para- 


chute and a flare. 

Not the least significant of our orders, from the point of view of war prepara- 
tion, is that which calls for more than 2,000 14-inch shells (the order is expected 
to reach an ultimate total of 6,000) ; and a shop that has been out of use since 
the War is being specially equipped to take care of it It must be remembered, 
in considering some of these figures, that the largest battleship has 12 guns, so 
that only 12 shots can be fired at a time. 

But the largest order of all is for 79,000 8-inch shells; and when you consider 
that it takes a month to make a thousand, you can’t have very much doubt about 
the long-range intentions of those placing the order. 

These 8-incl ig the last war, sold for $846 apiece, though what 
price destruction in taxpayers’ money now, I do not know. But whatever it is, 
it represents an enormous profit to the manufacturer. The Model A 6-inch 
shells I mentioned are sold to the Government for more than $200 each, and 
cost less than $15 to make; and the Model A 5-inch cost about $6.50 to make, 
while the Government, that is, the taxpayers, pays $22.50 for each. War is an 
excellent business—for some of the people concerned with it. 

We are also making 14 periscopes for submarines, each to cost $40,000, and a 
miscellaneous assortment of other war equipment, such as: 150 5-inch cannon 
(an increase of 25 over last year’s order), long and short range; antiaircraft 
guns of the rapid-fire type, discharging one-pound shells; and torpedo caps for 
submarines or destroyers. 

The munitions workers have a general idea of whither it is all pointing; and 
though they are not friendly to the idea of war—‘“more of those goddam shells,” 


shells, duri 
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they say—on the other hand, they are not actively against it. They are deplor- 
ably apathetic about this important issue, concentrating whatever resentment 
they have upon the fact that they are unfairly dealt with in the matter of wages 
They are aware of the big profits that the company is making, and see, in contrast, 
the smallness of their wages, even though, in comparison with those of the non- 
ordnance workers in the mill, they might be considered “good.” Here is the 
schedule for munitions workers: 


Hou D 

( 5 
Highly skilled labor ¢ $5. 04 
Semiskilled labor 4h +. 36 
{ kill t 4 { 


The work is supposed to be done in a 5-day week, but sometimes there is & 
sixth day, even at times Sunday. For such overtime, however, there are no 
overtime rates. 

Sometimes there is work which calls for special effort, and for this a bonus 
is given. The good old-fashioned method of punishing enemies and rewarding 
friends obtains here; it is the “favorites” who get the opportunities to make the 
few extra dollars. 

The company discriminates against unionmen. Several men already employed 
who tried to form a local of the regular union within its walls were discharged 
Another group of men tried to form an independent union; these were not dis- 
charged, but were given jobs so difficult that they quit of their own accord. One 
union, and one only, is tolerated: the company union 

Other than union affiliation, however, there are no bars to employment They 
take on men with all sorts of disabilities: old men, one-eyed men, men minus a 
unger or two, young men without experience. The company figures, quite logi 
cally, that these people won't kick against the low wages. 


Preparing a Naval War 


As I said before, the machinery was so worn out after the War that the Gov- 
ernment gave up its right under agreement to take it; and around 1930 the com- 
pany sold it for junk. But before the purchasers removed it orders for muni- 
tions started coming in so thick and fast that the company bought it back But 
though it is being used, it really is junk, and the company, finding it inadequate, 
is now buying new machines, They have installed three automatic turning lathes 
that cost $15,000 each and two threading machines that cost $10,000 each. In 
addition, there is a reaming machine that can ream 200 shells per day. 

One would have to be blind not to see in all this the preparation for a naval 
war. All of these shells are the type used in attack. And anyone in sympathy 
with the world struggle for peace must be dismayed at this inside view of what is 
going on. Before I came to this job I worked in a shipyard, and I saw there, 
too, how everything is planned with a view to ready conversion for war purposes 
when needed. 





Antiwar Education Needed 


I think that as many people as possible should be made aware of all that is 
being prepared for them. I think they ought to be warned not to be taken in 
by the next batch of slogans dished out to them, and not to let the warmakers 
put over the idea that it is some sudden and unforeseen crisis like the sinking 
of a Lusitania that causes entrance into war. I think they ought to know that 
preparations for war, far beyond the needs for defense, are going on heavily in 
times of peace. 

But this is not enough. There is work to be done—intensive work—among 
the steel-mill workers themselves. If they are dissatisfied with their wages, 
they must be educated to know that only strong collective action, such as is 
possible only through a noncompany union, is their one hope of betterment The 
labor unions must get busy in the munitions shops, must organize the workers 
and foree recognition from the companies. 

There is other educational work to be done among the munition workers, work 
that delivers a special challenge to organizations like the American League 
Against War and Fascism. The men must be made to understand what are the 
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real causes of war, how war favors only the interests of their employers and 
all other nn manufacturers, how cheaply life is held in comparison with 
financial interes They must be made to see what is their place, as men and 
as workers, m the > war situation that is threatening us. It is up to the American 
Leagne Against War and Fascism to see that these things are made clear to 
them. Nowhere is it more important for the League to send its organizers than 
among these men in whose hands lies so much power to aid or cripple war. And 
it is only through an unvarnished knowledge of what war is really about that 
they can be expected rightly to make their choice 

Mr. Ciarvy. I might suggest, Witness, that it is possible, is it not, 
that this name is no more nor i ss than an alias and that the person who 
actually wrote it may have received information from some spy or 
some Communist planted on the inside rather than having the infor- 
mation directly himself. 

Mr. Jounson. That is true. That may be an ali as, and whoever 
the individual is who wrote it, it shows that he is not just an ordinary 
worker in a munitions plant, because an ordinary worker would not 
have that type of information available. He ‘s either in a key sensi- 
tive spot in that plant, o1 > he has an organiz: ition inside amassing and 
accumulating the information for such an article as that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Of course there is still, another possibility that just 
occurred to me. It is possible that the information could have come 
out of Government files, too, through some subterranean source: is it 
not ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. I do not think so, because in that article he poses as a 
munitions worker in a plant. 

Mr. Crarpy. He may pose as that, but the facts he has about pro- 
duction and schedules and quantities and the other things you men- 
tion, and which I find in the article, are obviously things that would 
be embodied in contracts and in ¢ oereepanite nee and in other data that 
would be available from the Gsovernment angle. I am just wonder- 
ing out loud if it is not possible that this may be a compilation of 
information received from both Government sources and from the 
manufacturer sources and maybe from out in the plant, from a number 
of them. 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; that is true, quite possible 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, was the program of the American 
League Against War and Fascism, which later changed its name to the 
American League for Peace and Democracy, actually promulgated by 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes: it was. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell us how you knew ’ it, sir? 

Mr. Jonson. I know that it was promoted by the Communist 
Party because I sat in the high er circles of the Communist Party at 
the time when the formation - the organization was discussed, when 
its program was worked out by the political bureau of the Commu- 
ninst Party of the United States ahd presented to the first congress 
against war in the city of New York and approved by all the dele- 
gates present at that first congress. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What you mean is, you are talking about things you 
know at first hand an A of your own knowledge? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. I was a participant in it, not only 
2s a party member, wh also as a delegate to the first congress of the 
American League Against War and Fascism. 
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(Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., entered the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Do you have am 
vou are telling us this morning. Mr. Johnso 
’ Mr. Jonnson. Yes. I would like to offer for the consideration of 
the committee the minutes of the Chicago Anti-War and Anti-Fascist 


iv further specific examples of what 


Congress. 
Mr. Kunzia. What date? 
Mr. Jomnson. The magazine is dated November 1954. 
Mr. Crarpy. What is the magazine / 


Mr. Jonson. The magazine Fight. in which as far back as 1934 
this front was used to infiltrate our Armed Forces, and actually had 
representatives of the Armed Forces both in our National Guard and 
ilso in our Regular Army, and that they participated in this congress 
in Chicago at which Dr. Harry F. Ward presided and in which a 
number of members of our clergy participated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Pause a moment. You said that members of the 
\rme 1 Kor were involved directly. 


Mr. Jomnson. Yes, sir: they were. I was present at that cong 
in Chicago when these representatives of the National Guard and the 
United States Army appeared. They were bro 

l .- } 


it mn through a rear entrance, and 


ioht up to the con 


vention hall in cars and broug 


they wore masks over their faces, though they were in full dress 


Wn f rm. and af er they had made tneir spee hes to the congress, 


they were hurriedly taken out of the hall and sped away in cars, 


so that the Government uthorities could not discover their identity. 
Special precautions were taken to prevent anyone from getting 
close to them except those who were authorized to bring them to and 


take them from the congress hall. 

Mr. ("LARDY. These things you saw with your own eves ¢ 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ye ‘ | did, be« ause | was a delegate to the Chicago 
congress, and that was one of the national programs of the league, 
the infiltration of the Armed Forces, and this is what these ministers 
subseribed to. 

Mr. Doyitr. How do you know they were members of the Armed 
Forces ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. They were introduced by Dr. Harry F. Ward, first, 
and secondly, they were dressed in the full regalia of men in the armed 
services. 

Mr. Doyxir. If they wore masks— 

Mr. JOHNSON. That was to conceal their faces. 

Mr. Dorie. Were the masks black or white or red or what color? 

Mr. JoHnson. I do not remember the color of the masks at this 
particular time, but I know they wore them. 

Mr. Dorie. What sort of masks were they ? 

Mr. Jonnson. Masks that covered their faces. 

Mr. Doytr. Entirely, or were they hoods? 

Mr. Jonnson. They were partial masks, 

Mr. Dorrie. What do you mean by “partial masks” ? 

Mr. Jounson. Well, a hood goes all the way over the head, falling 
over the shoulder. 

Mr. Doytr. Did all of them have masks? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes, those that spoke. 
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Mr. Dorie. Were they all the same color? 

Mr. Jonnson. I do not know the colors. 

Mr. Dorie. Were they all the same color? 

Mr. Jounson. You mean the masks? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Jonnson. That is a detail I do not remember. 

Mr. Doyte. A rather important detail; is it not? Of course, it 
was Many years ago. You could not be expected to remember every- 
thing. Did any of them appear on the platform that did not wear 
masks ? 

Mr. Jounson. No, none of them appeared on the platform that 
did not. 

Mr. Doytr. How many of them were there? 

Mr. Jounson. There were a couple of them there. 

Mr. Dorie. How many of them? 

Mr. Jounson. There were several of them. 

Mr. Dorie. How many of them? 

Mr. Jounson. There were v0 

Mr. Doyix. What do you mean by “several”? The reason I am 
asking you this way, sir, is that you have made, I think, a very impor- 
tant statement. I am deliberately examining you to see the extent to 
which you remember what did happen for our record. 

Mr. Crarpy. What the Congressman wants to know is, were there 
2 or 3 or half a dozen. 

Mr. Jonnson. Well, they had a representative from the National 
Guard who was introduced to the congress by Dr. Harry F. Ward. 
This representative of the National Guard stated that he came as a 
representative of a yrionp of guardsmen from four divisions of the 
N itional Guard of the | nited states, bringing greetings, and he said 
that he was carrying on work among the National Guard against 
fascism by organizing antistrikebreaking groups, and then he pledged 
to carry out ill the decisions of the congress, 

After he made this speech there was tremendous ap rc iuse, and Dr. 
Harry F. Ward asked that the aha not be held up by prolonged 
applause, and then after that the y “introduced — 

Mr. Frazter. Wait right there. You say this man had on a uni- 
form. Was it the uniform of an enlisted man or of a commissioned 
oflicer ? 

Mr. Tuomprson. He had the uniform of an enlisted man. 

Mr. Frazier. All right. 

Mr. Kunzic. To keep the record straight, what congress is this we 
ire talking about ? 

Mr. Jounson. The congress of the American League Against War 

nad Fascism hele ] in C hic ago. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this, was this man in uniform a Negro, or do 
you not know? I mean, don’t you remember ? 

Mr. Jounson. My best recollection is that he was white. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, what State National Guard did he represent ? 

Mr. Jounson. They did not state what particular National Guard. 





He said he represented four divisions of the National Guard. Now, 


which ones he did not state specifically. 
Mr. Doyix. How many others spoke claiming that they were speak- 
ng for National Guards? 
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Mr. Jounson. Well, he was the only one who spoke for this group 
in the National Guard. The other spoke as a lieutenant in the Regular 
Army. 

Mr. Dorie. Was he a Negro or what? 

Mr. Jounson. He was white. 

Mr. Dorie. Did he wear a mask, too ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, he wore a mask. 

Mr. Dorie. What uniform ? 

Mr. Jounson. He wore a uniform. 

Mr. Dorie. Of what? 

Mr. Jounson. Regular United States Army uniform. 

Mr. Dorie. How did you ide ntify him as a lieutenant ? 

Mr. Jounson. I not only identified him by his cathe.) ut he was 
identified by Harry F. Ward as a lieutenant in the Regular Ariny, and 
he was so identified in the minutes of the Chicago congress as a lieuten- 
ant in the United States Army. 

Mr. Doyie. Now that is two men that spoke. How many others? 

Mr. Frazier. They did not give his name at any time? 

Mr. Jounson. They did not give his name. They were very careful 
to conceal the identity, the race, and the nationality of the persons 

who spoke. 

Mr. Dorie. That was two men you have mentioned speaking. Are 
there any others ? 

Mr. Jonunson. Well, I wish first to mention the testimony, the 
peech of this lieutenant. 

Mr. np eep Can you just answer 1 or 2 more questions, and that will 
cive me the picture ‘of the kind of a sce1 e you were in. That is what I 
im oe ca at. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I agree with you. May I interrupt to point out that 
this was reporter |, however, in the magazine called Fight afterward, 
O that they have he re something we are going LO pul in the record 
in the form of an exhibit. 

Go ahead. 

Mr. Dorie. How many? Were there more than two that ke ? 

Mr. Jounson. There were only two who spoke. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean two from the services ? 

Mr. Jownnson. Two from the services 

As far as the military men were concerned, I do not know if there 
were more military men present in the hall or not. I only know of 
those that were presented to us and introduced to us as speakers for 
the group: both in the Army and in the National Guard. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean by that, they may have been present either 
in or a of uniform in the audience, but you do not know about it? 

Mr. Jounson. No: that is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. Then these two are the only people that came up i 
automobiles and entered the back door and left the same w: ay? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes. I wouldn’t say that they were the only ones, but 
they were the only ones that I knew of person: ally. 

Mr. Dorie. How many automobiles brought the two? 

Mr. Jounson. Well, I understand that there was more than one 
automobile because this matter was discussed with us in the Communist 
Party fraction, though I was not an actual participant in the arrange- 
ments for the bringing in of the military men and their taking them 
iway, but in the fraction that was held it was discussed that every 
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precaution must be taken to safeguard the identity of these members 
of the Armed Forces and that these arrangements were actually made 


und actually carried out. After this meeting I discussed the matter 

at al Le vere nrecsent ibers of the Chicago 
with some ot the othel who were present, menivel O i thi = 
district of the Communist Party, and they said to me that they had 
carried out those plans successfully and boasted of the fact that they 
were able to kee p their identity from the FBI and other interested 
a0 ii 


Mr. Doyie. Well, thank you for answering. 
Mr. CLarpy. Do you hay the nagazil vou wish to have marked, 


e date again on that magazine 
Mr. Kuwnzia. The date November 1934 
1 | ) " ° —_ f ‘ — 
1 } e here the cocument conta ne vo prt graphs of material 
| “) aE 3) Pee a 
which IL believe are 1 yr this record. Mr. Chairman, and 
] } : ] 4 . ‘ ial ‘ a. 
11 iest that t material be incorporaetd into the record at this 


Mr. ( LARDY M SS R Deol oa iyou copy eX ctl thre part marked. 


and instead of offering th a in exhibit, Counsel, I think we will 
ort the record by ha r 1US pe nent portion trom this 1954 
docu { ypied in the record t] S point 
i} material referre to 1s follow ) 
I I O54 
NA (,T R 
y a member of 212th Coast Art ry Antiaireraft) 
Witl re than ordinar n man f 1 in the National Guard are 
watchi th ensified wat pat ons. This is evidenced by the increased 
sions among the met t the events in the Far East and in Europe. 

P Ci oned National Guard Machine Gun U! Pointing the Deadly 
End M e Gu ) a Recent Strike in the Bituminous Area of 
I ! nia 

Battery and « pany rooms, befor ind af drill, are turned into forums 
Each s 1 of enlisted me he degree ts political development di 
( ming war interestedlLy In the viewpoints expressed I have noticed 
many are anxious for w but a great majority, mainly the unemployed 
1 the factory workers, are fundamentally opposed. 
In such a specialized arm of t \rmy as the 212th Coast Artillery Anti 
reraft Regiment, preparations for war are noticeable. This regiment, which 
will form the basis, in time of war, for the training of thousands of gunners 
‘ ng the drafted civilians, is being constantly perfected for aerial com 
! rhough ostensibly for protecting ammunition dumps, aviation bases, and 
t egic positions, developing motorization is pointing to the use of this regi- 
ment as an arm of attack. Mounted on trucks with a speed averaging seventy- 
ve miles an hour, and at lower speeds doing rapid artillery fire, the regiment at- 


tains great mobility and firing accuracy. The antiaircraft 


guns have been 
vnehronized 


with sound apparatus and equipped with searchlights capable of 
throwing a hundred-mile beam Actual war maneuvers every year at the 
camp in Oswego, New York, which every man must attend even at the risk of 
losing his job, demonstrate the developing efficiency. 


FASCIST PROPAGANDA 


Moving pictures are used now to interest the men in scientific warfare. 
Prizes are awarded for gun efficiency. Prowar pep talks are dished out at 
every opportunity by the officers. An officer caste is building a military discipline 
on lines similar to the German Imperial Army. Court-martials are on the in- 
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crease, with heavy fines for even minor offenses the general rule. Mere boys 


are being hurriedly enlisted and trained. In the new batch of recruits 17 is 
the average age. Radically inclined soldiers are immediately discharged 
Fascism is encouraged, many of the officers b y lenders in | in and German 
Fascist organization 

rhe men are not accepting this state of affairs docile) In camp, strikes 
against poor food break out with great frequency With great courage and 
militancy the enlisted men organize and expose the corrupt grafting practices of 
the officers who come back from camp every year much richer than they 
went Many of the mutinous le ders, for the truegles are called mutinies,’ 

l irked read Ik the firing s¢ a n ck i ! pay I 
drill, risihi ne dollar, s about ! Li! Cent how faxes and asse ments 

l } ! ‘ Mhe esentme iwains } pay cut is mounting i 

| ( re ns \ I ( 1 I 

REA I T! A \ ) 

The National Gnardsman knows that he is tl first to ealled in ne of 
War. He is also conscious of the fact now, that he used in breaking strik 
Many are being enlisted and trained in Fascist gangs. However, anti-War and 
anti-Fascist propaganda, when it reaches him, falis on yr ular] fertile 

round Special a tion must b a hing the National Guardsmel! 
In Ne York there are twenty-s 1 san f them I ali t every tate 
there are many regiments of these soldiers Before Roosevelt was elected Presi- 
dent, Congress appropriated 800 million dollar r the Guard Now this 
amount nt Increased tremendously. 1 ict t 

e p $ il Né York Natio1 Gua I ore t! \ I 
Department which is distributed without charge ; " he men, is the pros 


titute press of the American warmongers 
Anti-War publications and literature must reac) the National Guardsmen 


In the armories and in the homes of the me nd in their shops there must be 
easeless barrage of political educati The Niational Guardsman is a po 
nti Anti-War and Anti-Fascist fighter. 


(Fight 1 lagazine, November 1934:) 


A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE NATIONAL GUARD. As a representative of a group 
of Guardsmen from four divisions of the National Guard of the United States, 
I bring you greetings. [Applause.] We are carrying on work among the Na 

onal Guard against Fascism by organizing anti-strikebreaking groups. We 
ple« , 
| Applause and Cheering. | 

Chairman Warp. Please don’t delay this part of the 
applause. We are now to hear from a first lieutenant of the reg 
States Army 





ige our full support to carry out all the decisions of this Congress. 





First LikcTrenant, U. 8. Army. The troops of this area have just completed 
in Camp Custer, Michigan, War maneuvers on a larger scale than since the 
last War. The reserve officers of this area have worked out ali the details of 
their mobilization plans, while training has been intensified here. For the 
machines of destruction the capitalist pay dearly, but to the general staff, the 
lives of the workers are cheap. Our participation in this Congress is our mili- 
tant answer to these preparations. [Great Applause and Demonstration. } 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you any further explicit examples, Mr. 
Johnson ? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Before you pass to that, I think it important to ask a 
few questions about the significance of this. 

As I understand it, Dr. Harry Ward was presiding and carrying 
on the program at this meeting. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. What part did he play behind the scenes in setting 
up the agenda for the meeting? 


83909—535—pt. 8 2 
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Mr. Jounson. He met with the top leadership in the Communist 
P arty fraction pr ior to the open ing of the congress, at whic h time all 
of the final tec hni cal arrangements were made insofar as this matter 
was concerned. 

Mr. Crarpy. You have identified him in this record prieetataks Gane 
as a member of the party. Is there any possibility that at the time 
these arrangements were bell oO mk ide | In adv: ance ot the meeting—w: iS 
there any possibility that he did not know this was a Communist 
project / 

Mr. Jounson. It was utterly rer for him not t to know because 
as discussed with him in advance prior to their coming. He, as 


1 
} 


chairmal of the congress, had to 38 1] ifo rm ed with regard to all of 
these tions pri r to them. 

Mr. CLarpy. Was he, to your knowledge, acquainted with the others 
on this sort of steering committee or arrangements committee ¢ 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, he was: he was so informed by Earl Browder 
and others of this particular action itself. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Were those people with whom he had some personal 
acquaintance so that he would naturally know that they were Com- 
munists ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; because Earl Browder and Dr. Harry F. Ward 
belonged to the same party and the same Communist Party fraction 
within the American League Against War and Fascism. 

Mr. Ciarpy. So that there could be no possible doubt about the fact 
that Dr. Ward knew that he was promoting and helping along a Com- 

ist-1ns pired meeting / 

Mr. Jounson. That is right. There is no oubt about that. 

Mr. Doyite. What vear was this? 

Mr. Jounson. That was in 1934 in Chicago when the convention was 
eld W hen the congress was held. 


Mr. Crarpy. Witness, in the New York hearing 


you introduced or 
presented to us a list of ministers who were active in this league, in 


iovement. 


Woul d you say that the ministers on that list were also interested 
n the promotion and carrying on of this particular meeting? 
anes MHNSON. I one say that all of them wert intone in pro- 


moting » progra n—thne program of the An 1e ric 1 Le sacue Against 
Wat a am ism and the American League for Peace and Democracy. 


Mir. Dorr. May Ll ask right there, as I did not have the benefit 
of hearing your testimony in New York, do we have any outline of 
the objectives of these two leagues you are talking of, any document 
which shows that—— 

Mr. Kunzic. That is all in the record. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, Mr. Do le: that has been fvone into. 

Mr. Frazier. Were any of these other ministers that you have listed 

previous testimony present at that congress, to your knowledge ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. Some of them were and some of them attended other 
congresses. You see, they had other congresses between 1933 and 1939 

Mr. Frazmr. Can you tell us which ones were there ? 

Mr. Jounson. The list of ministers that I gave covered the entire 
period of activity in the Communist front, and I did not identify them 
iccording to congresses or according to years because that would be a 


tremendous job, and I as a witness could not do that in the time 
allotted. 
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Mr. Doyitr. How many years are in that period ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is between 1933 and 1939, the entire life of the 
organization. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is possible, is it not, Witness, that some of the 
exhibits already presented in the record will tie certain ministers into 
certain meetings so that by careful investigation and checking we could 
find at least the identity of some of them, even though we would not 
find it as to all of them ¢ 

Mr. Jonnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further specific examples, Mr. 
oe 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; I have in my hand an article, What’s My Choice, 
by AL Hamilton in Fight magazine, March 1935. Al Hamilton i 
chairman of Social Action, National Council of Methodist Youth. I 
wish to quote only two paragraphs. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let us read them. 

Mr. Dorie. What date is this, and what are you reading from ? 

Mr. Jounson. Fight magazine. 

Mr. Dorie. What date? 

Mr. Jounson. The official organ of the American League against 
War and Fascism, March 1935. 

Mr. Doyie. Where was he when he is said to have said what you 
are going to read, or is that an article ? 

Mr. Jonnson. He was chairman of Social Action, National Council 
of Methodist Youth. 

Mr. Cuarpy. What you are about to read is an article he contributed 
to the magazine? 

Mr. Jounson. An article he contributed to the magazine Fight. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Jonnson. Al Hamilton states: 


For some time certain true spiritual forces of the church and the economic 
forces in the present-day society have been moving in opposite directions, and 
to the extent that these religious groups move along the road toward a just 
economic system, toward true democracy of those who produce and toward 4 war- 
less world, by so much will they find themselves coming more and more in direct 
opposition with the state. Sincere and intelligent Christians are faced with a 
choice, support of the church’s struggle for social justice and peace or military 
state, speaking for the dominant economic group in a capitalist society. 

What does this mean? Perhaps it means that the struggle for freedom and 
the struggle for peace must be realized outside the arena of the courts. If the 
courts as well as government have become merely the voice of nationalism and 
the process of human exploitation existing today, then the realm of constructive 
accomplishment appears to be in the field of economic change combined with 
organization to hinder and stop the workings of the war machine. If this is 
true, the Christian must begin to aid in the organization of workers, students, 
and intellectuals for fundamental economic change and for effective action to 
stop the functioning of the totalitarian state. Thus the Christian today must 
choose between the conscientious loyalty to the best in society, loyalty to fl 
who will pay the price of another war, the workers, the students and professionals 
or subjection to the will of the state that has become merely the expression of 
the profit system, unable to maintain itself except by war. 





Mr. Crarpy. Let us suspend the hearing until we have reported to 
the floor. 

(Whereupon, at 11:38 a. m., the hearing recessed until 1:30 p. 
of the same day.) 


1¥Floor of the U. S. House of Representatives 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 1:30 p. m., of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representatives Kit Clardy (presiding) and Clyde Doyle 
being present. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. The hearing will resume. 

Are you ready, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF MANNING JOHNSON—Resumed 


Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, from your personal experience, and I 
yild like to emphasize for you to the best of your ability to keep your 
mony to your personal experience, what are the methods of in- 
{ ti mad ibversio1 t| religious organizations used by the 
Col sts ¢ 
Mr. Jounson. Well, I can best answer that by calling your atten- 
to an article published in the magazine International Youth, the 
official organ of the executive committee of the Young Communist 
International, with headquarters in Moscow. The article was written 
1 


Gilbert Green. Gilbert Green was for years a member of the 
onal committee of the ¥ oung Communist League of the United 


States: he was a member of the Young Communist International 
Ke utive Committee: he was one of the officials of the American 


Youth (¢ ONGTESS § he was a member of the central « onunittes or national 
nmittee of the Communist Party :a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party, and is now a fugitive Communist wanted by 

Federal Government for violation of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Kunzia. He was one of the original men tried in the first Com- 
t trial known as the Medina trial, is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Jouwnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Criarpy. He is one of the original 12, which is now reduced to 

and is known as the 11? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, would you give the general content of this 
article, then, to the subcommittee, Mr. Johnson, and as you do that 
would you fix the date of the article that you refer to? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, 1 will. The date of this article is in 1935, and the 
reason why I call this to your attention is that the major plot to take 
over the religious organizations was really hatched during that par- 
ticular period, and the fact that the Communists in headlines in the 
Daily Worker can boast of 2,300 Protestant ministers supporting them 
is the result of this part that began back in the thirties when I was a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic, Twenty-three hundred people supporting them in 
what ? 

Mr. Jounson. Twenty-three hundred clergymen have talks with 
Kisenhower for clemency for the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That refers, does it not, to a petition or a series of 
petitions that were circulated in which it is alleged that the 2,300 joined 
in seeking clemency for the Rosenbergs ? 

Mr. Jonnson. That is correct. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have a photostatic copy of the front 
page of the Daily Worker from Tuesday, February 17, 1953, in my 
hand. It is marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 19,” and I should 
like to offer this into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The photostatic copy of the front page of the Daily Worker, 'Tues- 
day, February 17, 1953, previously marked “Manning Johnson Ex- 
hibit 19” for identification was received in evidence as Manning 
Johnson exhibit No, 19.) 


MANNING JOHNSON Exuisit No. 19 
(Daily Worker, February 17, 1953, pp. 1 and 6) 
TWENTY-THREE HUNDRED CLERGYMEN ASK TALKS WITH EISENHOWER 
DEATH DATE SET FOR WEEK OF MARCH 9 
(By Carl Hirsch) 


CHICAGO, February 16.—Spokesmen for 2,300 clergymen who have sent a special 
plea to President Eisenhower to reconsider the appeal for clemency in the Rosen- 
berg case today awaited a reply from the White House on their request to speak 
to the President personally on the case. Dr. Bernard M. Loomer, dean of the 
University of Chicago Divinity School, forwarded the new appeal to Eisen 
hower which “earnestly questions the political and spiritual wisdom of the 
sentence” of death against Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 

A group of leading churchmen who signed the appeal are ready to go to Wash- 
ington at a moment's notice, said Dean Loomer. 

Following is the text of the letter signed by Dean Loomer which Eisenhower 
received yesterday : 

“T urge you to reconsider your refusal to commute the death sentence of Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg. 

“Together with nearly 2,300 other clergymen, I signed a letter asking for 
executive clemency. We assume that our letter is included in the material pre- 
pared for your attention by the Justice Department. 

“Our unaffiliated group represents an important segment of the Christian clergy 
of this country. Among us are members of 28 communions and citizens of all 
48 States, the District of Columbia, the Territories of Alaska, Hawaii, and the 
Canal Zone and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

“Many of the signers are spiritual and executive leaders in their respective 
denominations. Included are presidents, deans and professors of numerous 
theological schools and colleges and important members of interdenominational 
organizations. All of us, as pastors, are in intimate touch with our people; it is 
fair to conclude that our opposition to the death sentence is shared by a much 
larger number of conservative and thoughtful citizens, 

“Tt is difficult in a short letter to convey adequately the sense of the considera- 
tions which led us to make our original appeal. Certainly one major considera- 
tion is the fact that the Rosenberg case has become an occasion that catches up 
within itself all kinds of attitudes, forces, and movements which are operating 
within our society. 

“For this reason, we suggest that the Rosenberg case cannot be looked at 
simply in terms of itself. For this reason, the death sentence in this instance is 
an indication of our national weakness rather than our national strength. It is 
a reflection of our own growing hysteria, fear and insecurity. 

“When looked at in this symbolic way, the death sentence itself further reduces 
the range of our freedom to think and act. It contributes to a paralysis of eritical 
thought. It furthers the mood of suppression that becomes increasingly charac- 
teristic of our way of life. 

“We are not questioning the justice of the trial, but we earnestly question the 
political and spiritual wisdom of the sentence. 

“Surely we as a country are strong enough to endure the kind of tension in- 
volved in the Rosenberg case. 

“Since this is an inadequate summary of our views, I respectfully ask on behalf 
of all of the signers that you grant an appointment at which some of our number 
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can present to you personally the considerations which moved us to join in a 
common plea for mercy.” 

Mr. Doyte. I suggest to the witness that you give us the month and 
the date and the volume or the number of that magazine. You said 
In 1935, but you have, apparently, the magazine in your hands. What 
is the month ? 

Mr. Jonnson. This International Youth, volume 2, March 1935, 
No. 1. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, witness, may I interrupt you just a minute here, 
because it can’t be too definite in this record when we are talking about 
something as serious and as deadly as this. 

I note that in the article which has now been put in the record and 
marked “Exhibit 19,” it mentions a Dr. Bernard Loomer, L-o-0-m-e-r, 
as dean of the University of Chicago Divinity School, and it makes 
It appe ar that Dr. Loomer had been speaking for the entire 2,300. 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Now, my question is, do you have any knowledge of 
or about Dr. Loomer ? — 

Mr. Jounson. I personally do not know him as a member of the 
Communist Party during the period of my membership. 

Mr. Ciarpy. But I note that he is the one quoted as having acted 


as the spokesman for the group. I wonder if you can tell me some- 
th hg about hov these things ar worked or operated, because he Says 
here. and | am quoting from it. “Together—” and Il am quoting his 
Ol! {~-—— 
logether with nearly 2,500 other clergymer I signed a letter asking for 


executive clemen y 


Now, that is the end of the quote. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is as regards the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is right, what we are talking about. 

Now, is that the normal and standard procedure they use, to get the 
clergyman to sign individual letters, or maybe several of them sign 
| letter and put them in their files and have 1 spokesman step forward 
and speak for all of them ? 

Mr. Jonnson. It is customary for them to solicit the opinion of 
clergymen all over the country and get them to subscribe to such a 
petition, and on the strength of their agreement, their names are 
recorded as supporting the specific action. ‘That is how they have 
always over the years gotten their sponsors and their advocates. 

Mr. Crarpy. Dr. Bella Dodd, when appearing before us, told us at 
length about how this mechanism was built up and put into 
operation, and as she described it, they built up what counsel described 
this morning as a sucker list of clergymen and others of good repute 


= 





some 


] 


about the Nation who could be easily inveigled into signing a thing 
of this kind. Would you say that is an accurate description of the 
way it actually worked ? 

Mr. Jomnson. That is an accurate description of how this works. 
They approach every person that they have had at one time or another 
on various Communist-front organizations and present the proposi- 
tion to them and get their agreement. You will find if vou check 
the records of the Congressional Un-American Activities Committee, 
there are listed the numerous fronts over the period of years that the 
Communist Party has formed and operated which Lenin called the 
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solar system of organizations, including the names of many clergy men 
who have at one time or another been on Communist-front lists. 

Mr. Dore. I noticed this, that as the witness mentioned the name 
of Dr. Loomer, he specified that he did not know him as a Communist. 
Do you remember doing that ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. x Ss | sald during the period of my membership. 

Mr. Dorie. All right. Now, I want to urge that as far as I am 
concerned on the committee, I want you to be very careful never to 
name a person as a Communist unless you are willing under oath to 
be able to prove it. In other words, I think that every person named 
as a Communist by a witness, whether it is you or any other witness, 
ought never to be me mond as a Communist unless the witness per 
soni ally knows that, and therefore I want to ceanatind nt you on test 
fying that you never knew that man, whom I have never heard of 
before because you spec ified that you did not know him as a Commu 
nist. J] want to compliment you on doing that, and I hope that in all 
your testimony if you do not know a man to be a Communist. you 
will specify him as not a Communist to your own personal knowl- 
edge. The other thing is this, though: I want to ask along the line 
of — statement about the Daily Worker— 


Mr. ARDY. May | interrupt you to add something to what you 
said ? 

Mr. a Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Crarpy. It was because the witness did not even mention the 


re nee by indirection by pushing that exhibit 19 in front of 

, that I was impelled to ask him if he knew him, because I did not 
want even the exhibit to reflect the name of someone as a ¢ ommunist, 
as it concelvab ly might, if the witness in fact did not know that he 
was such, so that is why I asked him the question, and he very fairly 
said he did not. 

Mr. Doytr. That is very good, and I wanted to emphasize that I 
thought it was good that you specified. 

Now, as to whether or not these alleged 2.300 othe1 clergymen which 
this Dr. Loomer refers to—did they sien anything to your personal 
knowledge ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. Not according to my personal knowledge, because 
I was not a member of that organization. I was only speaking of the 
fact that in the Daily Worker they had mentioned 2,300 clergymen, 
and I think it is of concern to the American people if it is true that the 
Communists have 2,300 of our clergy who administer to the souls of 
men daily in our churches. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, referring again to exhibit 19, as I understand 

, this is no more nor less than a page or a Copy, photostatic copy, of 
the Daily Worker for February i7 of this year. You are not here 
contending that you know whether or not there are 2.300 clergymen 
who actually sig ned the petition ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. No; 1 am not making such a claim. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not here making any claim that you know 
whether any one or all of the 2,300 are members of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. I am not making such a claim. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All you are contending or setting forth is the fact 
that the Daily Worker claims that 2,300 ministers signed the peti- 
tion of clemency for the Rosenberg 3,am I right / 
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Mr. Jonnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. And that if these 2,300 did sign it, and it can be 
shown that they did sign it, the most that it would establish would 
be that the Communist Farty may have either directly or indirectly 
induced that many to do something. 

Mr. Jonunson. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. You used the term “minister.” 

Mr. Criarpy. I should have said 

Mr. Doyie. The minister may be entirely different from a clergy- 
man. 

Mr. LARDY. In my book a minister covers the gamut, and so there 
be no aeaoes I meant all the faiths. 

Mr. Doyie. All right. Of course, of your own knowledge, in view 
of your answer, you do not know whether or not any of these clergy- 
men are members of faiths other than Protestant, do you ! 

Mr. Jounson. I do not know what denominations they are because 
I have not seen the list. I am merely stating that on the basis of my 
knowledge and experience while in the Communist Party the Com- 
munist Party made ser ious e fforts to enlist clergymen in their activi- 
ties to give it a cloak of religious 1 ‘espectability, and that this con- 
spiracy began not yesterday, but a number of years ago, and over the 
course of years they have made deepet and deeper inroads in the re- 
ligious field that I am reluctant to discount the possibility of them 
actually having 2,300 clergymen. 

Mr. Doyie. When they solicit these men who are clergymen do 
they do it by mail? For instance, would they have some representa- 
tive of the Communist Party or the Daily Worker solicit these people 
in the different cities person: ‘lly and submit a written form or some- 
thing to yore or would they write them a letter and say that here is 
a sample of a petition? How would they function? Because pre- 
sumably tlicioe 2,300 or any number would be in different parts of the 
country. 

Mr. Jounson. When I was a member of the Communist Party and 
a front organization was formed by the Communist Party, the polit- 
bureau organized a subcommittee to be responsible for getting a list 
of sponsors. They were approached individually by telephone con- 
versation, and some by correspondence, and on the strength of their 
reply their names were put on a list of sponsors of a given front 
organization. 

Mr. Crarpy. Would it be fair to say that it was not necessarily 
true that they recruited those people into the party, but merely used 
them for the purpose of some particular petition or action that was 
under way ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. They used them to give a respectable front to the 
particular activity in which the Communist Party wished to engage 
at that particular time. 

Mr. Doyie. Then as I understood your answer a minute ago, part 
of their procedure would be that they would appoint a bea oy in 

. big city like Los Angeles, Boston, San Francisco, or New York. 
ri would personally interview ; c lergymi: an, ithe ‘directly face 
to face or over the tele phone, and submit the subject matter of whether 
or not he would approve a petition for clemency to the President in- 
volving the Rosenbergs, and then this committee would report what- 
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ever they felt they should report after having a converation with this 
given clergyman, is that right! 

Mr. Jounson. Well, I would put it this way—I would say this, that 
the committee would be set up by the political bureau of the Commu- 
nist Party to organize a list of sponsors on a national scale. The 
Communist Party is a national organization in scope. We are speak- 
ing specifically of America. If we want to speak of it in its worldwide 
uspect, they can say it is international in scope with its headquarters 
in Moscow. Through their agents or through their operatives in 
every city throughout the country they approach the persons that 
they want on these different front organizations, and when they have 
compiled the complete list, then it is put on letter hiding or other propa- 
ganda material and circulated. 

These lists of sponsors nization a 
cloak of re pect abili ty. The more minist ers they get on it, the more 
respect able it is because the m: :JO1 IL\ of the American people believe 
inGod. They believe in the church, and w ilies a member of the church 
endorses an organization or a movement, the people are suscept ible to 
believe in it, 

Mr. Dorie. Of course I do not mean to interrupt you, but we do not 
need any argument to agree with you on that. We will stipulate to 
that, but what I am trying to get at, Witness, is the method by which 
the clergymen in the country are solicited. In other words, they 
would be solicited, then, by representatives of the Communist Party 
or Communist fronts orally, would they not ? 

The other way would be by correspondence. 

Mr. Jounson. Through correspondence and through contact with 
sympathizers and fellow travelers and party members among the 
clergymen. 

Mr. Dorrie. Well, that helps me understand. 

Mr. Crarpy. Bella Dodd testified, if you remember, Congressman 
Doyle, that after they onee had a man go along with one of these 
pet itions or some other movement, they put him on the sucker list, and 
thereafter they would usually send him a telegram telling him briefly 
what it was they wanted his further support on and relied on getting 
a telegram back to—— 

Mr. Dorie. The thing I wanted to know was whether or not in a list 
like this it would mean that 2,300 or any hundred would necessarily 
have signed anything, and I take it from the witness’ testimony that 
they need not have actually signed the thing, even a letter, authorizing 
the use of their names. It might have been by oral solicitation at the 
grassroots. 

Mr. Ciarpy. This particular one, Mr. Doyle, tries to make it appear 
that these 2.300 signed a letter of some sort. I think it would be 

extremely interesting, lens fore, to find out whether they are accurate 
in that statement of whether what I suspect is the truth, that it was the 
method you outline. 

Mr. Doyie. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Johnson, sometime ago we started talking 
about the factor of a certain document in front of you entitled “Inter- 
national of Youth,” and we were discussing other matters relative to 
that since that time. You were about to discuss what in that doeu- 
ment showed the methods of infiltration and subversion in religious 
organizations by Communists. 


ive the Communist-front org: 
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Mr. Jounson. Yes. I want to read just two quotations from an 
article by the fugitive Communist. Gilbert Green. 

From his article I quote: “Full Speed Ahead. 

He states, and I quote : 

The second aspect of the problem of achieving working-class leadership over 
this broad united-front movement is that of work in the present mass organiza- 
tions of American youth. We know that the youth workers are not to be found 
as yet in the majority in strictly class organizations. The trade unions, unem- 
ployed organizations, and cultural workers’ organizations as yet include only a 


small percentage of the organized young workers. The vast majority of the 
American young workers and youth generally are organized, but in organizations 
directly or indirectly controlled or aaah ed by the ruling class. These ergani- 
zations are the Y’s, settlemen nd community houses, church organizations, 
mateur athletic unions, et It is precisely in these organizations where we 


nust work to win the youth for a working-class program and leadership; not 
only the young workers but also the farming and student youth 


The second quotation is: 


While in most d stricts the major problem is to send the bulk of our members 
into these organizations of the youth, in some places the problem is to reorganize 


the work of our present league so as to give leadership to our comrades already 

hese organizations For example, in the South we have more than 300 mem- 
bers who a e also members of church youth organizations, especially the Baptist 
Young Pt s Union. In this district (Alabama) the problem confronting the 


eadership is to completely change the organizational structure of the league. 
Where possible we should build shop units and everywhere else units in the 


church youth organizations. Why? Because in South, especially for the 





Negro youth the church is the center of all cultural and social activity. It is 
here that we must work. By building our units in the church organizations, we 
( SO Timmprove our Ws rk under the legal conditions, as it will be easier to work 
in t | ch organizi ns In Alabama there are certain places in which we 
in in a short time take over the chu organizations of youth under our leader 
nd these can become leg ers for our work in the South. 
, , ‘ 1 . . . 
In other words. as far back as 1935 the Communist Party youth 
ve : Js 
section was formil ecret « he church organizations, and they 
} id @roy n to proportio) l s particular s ion of the country so 
1 } — P " 1 ° ° 
that tie would be able at any time to take over the church organi- 
zations of youth. 
} 7 
Vii ( LARDY W itne ( ( on W th t 4 Ss is ited | cK 
be of years, as I recall it 
Mir. Jomwson. This specific date was March 1935. 


Mr. CLtarpy. You were with the party for ibout 5 years after that 


Mr. Jomnson. That nieht 

Mr. Cy Wor ld y you say that the predictions that were made 
e as to the possibilities actually worked out, or did not work out? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ye: . they did work out. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you. ufficiently close to the scene to have some 


intimate inside k iowledar ol how they did work out / 
Mr. Jonnson. Yes. On the strength of the reports of Gilbert Green 
to the meetings of the natio ~ committee with regard to the work 
of the Young Communist League in the South, he pointed out that 
they met with unusual success in Bea Recs through the religious youth 
al ations in the South. ; 
Ihis success, he stated, was due to the ae that they could use the 
h as a cover to carry out the program of nation: al liberation for 
the Negro in the South. I might opiate, that by national liberation 


ogram of revolt of the Negroes in the South and the 


—_ 
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establishment of an independent Negro republic separate and apart 
from the rest of the United States. 

Mr. Cuarpy. There has been some testimony in past years before 
the committee on that. as I understand it, and you are probab rly fa- 
miliar with that testimony, and you are adding your weight of your 
own knowledge to those prior statements that such was actu: ally con- 
templated ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is right. 

Mr. Doyix. In answering the chairman a moment ago you re 
peated the testimony of Green. You gave nothing of your own per- 
sonal knowledge except that you heard him make certain statements, 
and that is only hearsay. What do you know of your own personal 
knowledge of any ine ident or place where the Communist young peo- 
ple took over a religious organization? That is. I think, what Mr. 
Clardy referred to. I am going into that because I want it accurate. 

Mr, Jounson. May | state here that when Gilbert Green makes a 
report for the National Bureau of the Young Communist League to 
the enlarged National Executive Committee of the Young Commu- 
nist League of America, and when such a report is made in the Inter- 
national of Youth which is the oflicial organ of the Young Com- 
munist Youth International, this is no longer hearsay. This is an 
actual fact, and what is published in here is published for the train- 
y and enlightenment in tactics and methods of work for every 
Communist Party leader, not only in America, but throughout the 
world. 

Mr. Dorie. Grant that, Mr. Johnson. In other words, I will not 
grant that whatever the Communist leaders report is factual. You 

ee, I want to stress to you this: This committee cannot take as a 
iatter of fact—I mean, an actual existing fact—what Green reports 
to a Communist convention. That is only his report 

What we are after is your own person: al knowl “lee, 

Now, these documents are valuable, that is true, because they show 
methods, oad they show processes, and they show what the Communist 
Party claims it did. I am not discounting the value of those, Mr. 
Clardy, you realize that. 

Mr. Criarpy. I understand that. 

Mr. Dorie. And I do not want the witness to think that I am dis- 
counting the value of these documents, because they are very valuable, 


J 


but you see, witness, we cannot as a congressional committee just agree 
that be cause Green O1ve Sa report that it is ac tually true, 

Mr. Jounson. When the Communists say that they are for the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States, you cannot say 
that is hearsay; that they — to take over a country and Sovietize it 
you cannot say that is hearsay. 

Mr. Kunze. Off the r ae. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. Put it into the record and mark it as “Manning Johnson 
Exhibit No. 20,” those marked portions of the document now being 
tendered and marked on the outside as “Exhibit 20,” and what will be 
received. 

(The marked portion of the document referred to was received in 
evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 20.) 


5 
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MANNING JOHNSON Exursit No. 20 


(International of Youth, March 1935, pp. 25 and 26.) 
FULL SPEED AHEAD 


By Gilbert Green 
> - * * + . « 


Importance of Our Work in Mass Youth Organizations 


The second aspect of the problem of achieving working-class leadership over 
this broad united-front movement, is that of work in the present mass organiza- 
tions of American youth. We know that the young workers are not to be found 
as yet in the majority in strictly class organizations. The trade uhions, unem- 
ployed, and cuitural workers’ organizations as yet include only a small percentage 
of the organized young workers. The vast majority of American young workers 
and youth generally are organized, but in organizations directly or indirectly 
controlled or influenced by the ruling class. These organizations are the Y’s, 
Settlement and Community Houses, Church Organizations, Amateur Athletic 

Inion, ete. It is precisely in these organizations where we must work to win 
the youth for a working-class program and leadership—not only the young work- 
ers, but also the farming and student youth. 

Work in these organizations today is a life-and-death question which will 
greatly determine the outcome of the whole youth congress movement. Many 
of our comrades in the last months have learned to speak in terms of hundreds 
of thousands of youth involved in the youth congress movement. But let us not 
fool ourselves. Certainly the movement is broad, but these hundreds of thou- 
sands of youth do not as yet know about the congress program and are not actively 
mobilized to fight for same. 

Experience has also taught us that the leaders of these organizations are not 
going to draw their memberships into such active participation. And further, 
ressure is put on them to withdraw from the movement, many of them may 








even do so. The guarantee that these wide masses will remain in the united 
front and actively struggle for its program, depends upon our work in the local 
branches of these organizations, how we bring the program of the youth congress 
to these members and draw them into struggle for the realization of same. 


How prepared are we for this task? In Michigan the Youth Congress repre- 
sents 500,000 organized youth. In this district our whole Y. C. L. has but 19 


members in the m orgal itions influenced by the ruling class. Can this 
sma handful of comrad 1eces in mobilizing these masses for the Youth 


Congress program despite the position of the leaders of these organizations? 





rhe situation in Detroit more glaring because of the broad character of the 
Youth Congress, but it is essentially the same in all the districts. This makes 

‘ ryad ic rad enni ion of the forces of our League. Every 
Y ! e active in a mass organivation, and I speak not of our sympa- 
thetic organizations, but of the 1 muss organizations of American youth. 
The slogan put forth at our nvention of 20 percent of Y. C. L. members in mass 
organizations must be rejected as incorrect Our slogan and immediate aim must 
Ln E y Y. ( ] ul ( ha rganizat n 

This slogan demands boldness and decisiveness on our part In the next few 
veeks we must go over our Leag ection by ion, and unit by unit, sending 
our me bers into the most important vouth organizations. Here too, we must 
not alone send individual comrades into mass organizations, but whole street 
nits. The creation of units in the mass organizations is far more important 
for us than street units For 1 these organizations where we come in 





nization is only 
econd in importance to the shop unit, and hundreds of our present street units 
must be transformed into units in these most important organizations. 

While in most districts the major problem is to send the bulk of our members 
into these organizations of the youth, in some places the problem is to reorganize 
the work of our present League so as to give leadership to our comrades already 
in these organizations. For example, in the South we have more than 300 
members who are also members of church youth organizations—especially the 
Baptist Young Peoples Union. In this district (Alabama) the problem confront- 
j ] ‘rship is to completely change the organization structure of the 
League. Where possible, we should build shop units and everywhere else units 
in the chureh youth organizations. Why? Because in the South, especially for 


contact with large masses of youth The unit in the mass org: 
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— 
the Negro youth, the church is the center of all cultural and social activity. It 
is here that we must work. By building our units in the church organizations 
we can also improve our work under the illegal conditions, as it will be easier to 
work in the church organizations. In Alabama there are certain places in which 
we can in a short while take over the church organizations of youth under our 
leadership, and these can become legal! covers for our work in the South. 

However, our League in the North is not like that in the South. In most 
districts the problem of work in the mass organizations will be more difficult. 
We will have to teach many of our comrades how to work in these organizations. 
There is a big difference between work in the street and work in a mass organiza- 
tion. On the street, comrades put up a soapbox and speak to the workers. Those 
who are interested listen. Others who are not, go away Sometimes our com- 
rades get away with making general rah-rah speeches But in the mass organiza- 
tions rah-rah speeches will not go. Our comrades will have to learn how to 
speak simply and to the point. They will have to learn how to answer the 
arguments of skilled, trained leaders, many of whom have had years and years 
of experience in miseducating youth. 

We have already seen sectarian tendencies to solve this problem by creating 
inside these organizations narrow discussion groups or clubs of sympathizers. 
Among these our comrades feel at home and at the same time ease their conscience 
in the belief that this constitutes work in these organizations. We must fight 
against the creation of these narrow groups. Our comrades must attend the 
lectures and activities of the whole organization They must be where the 
majority of youth are and not isolated from them. We have an advantage today 
that we did not have at the time of our Convention. Our Comrades can enter 
any settlement house or “Y” and speak to the youth on the basis of the program 


this broad program our comrades 
can educate the youth, set up committees for the Youth Congress, and draw the 
most advanced youth into the Y. C. L. 


Our work in these Settlement Houses, “Y's” and Church organizations must 
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result in rapid recruitment for the Y. C. L. This is of great importance not alone 
because we must numerically strengthen our League, but because experience 
shows that the comrades we now send into these organizations will, in most 
cases, not become the recognized leaders of these youth for some time to come— 
and some of them not at all. These comrades we send in can immediately make 
friends, can develop influence, can recruit, but to become the leaders of these youth 
we need something more. 

In New York, for example, most of the youth who are today active in Settle- 
ment Houses have been active in these for many years. They entered when they 
were children and graduated from one group to another, and in the course of 
years became known to thousands of children and youth. We cannot expect that 
a comrade we send in to a House for the first time should immediately become 
known to all youth and accepted by them as a leader. That is why by re- 
cruiting from the youth in these Tlouses we will get for our League, a new 
type of Y. C. Ler—one who is known in his organization, who grew up with it 
and is accepted as one of the fellows. It is from these new recruits that our 
leadership for these organizations will come. ‘This does not mean that our 
comrades who go into these organizations should enter with an exaggerated idea 
of their difficulties. Experience has already proven how easily our comrades 
can recruit and build the League if they work correctly. Just a few examples: 
In the Bronx House in New York we had two or three comrades. In a few 
weeks of work they discovered some five youths in the House who formerly had 
been members of the Young Pioneers. These are now in the Y. C. L. In the 
Y. M. H. A. we had four comrades. These set themselves up as a committee to 
form a unit. In three weeks a unit was established with twelve members. In 
a “Y” in Philadelphia, in a period of three weeks two or three comrades also 
multiplied themselves into a unit of ten. These examples must be duplicated 
in hundreds of mass organizations, 





“Victory never comes, by itself—it has to be dragged by the hand. Good 
resolutions and declarations in favor of the general line of the Party are only 
a beginning, they merely express the desire to win, but it is not victory. After 
the correct line has been given, after the correct solution of the problem has 
been found, success depends on the manner in which the work is organized, on 
the organization of the struggle for the application of the line of the Party, 
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on the proper selection of workers, on supervising the fulfillment of the decisions 


of the leading organs.” 1 
—Stalin. 


* ~ + ~ * * * 


Mr. eee In the pamphlet The Party Organizer, March 1935, 
this is a special issue by the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is the Party Organizer, and what is its purpose ? 

Mr. Jounson. The Communist Party Organizer is ¢ a restricted Com- 
munist publication. By “restricted” I mean it is limited only to Com- 
munist Party members. 

Mr. CLarpy. You mean distributed only to them ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Only to them. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Sort of a confidential report more or less ? 

Mr. Jonunson. It is. 

Mr. CLarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. eens Here is an article written by Fred Brown, alias 
Alpi, A-l-p-i, alias Marini, who was for years a Communist Inter- 
nation: ; tec — agent assigned to work with the American Com- 
munist Party by the Communist International. 

A few vears ago he fled from the United States. He is at the present 
time active in the Communist P arty of It: uly. 

Mr. Dorie. Which name did he usually vo by? 

Mr. Jounson. He went under the name of Fred Brown and Alpi. 
He was a member of the organizational] department of the Communist 
Party National Committee. 

Mr. Dorie. Did I understand you to say he came from Russia ? 


Mr. Jounson. He was sent here by the Communist Internationa] 
as technical representative or agent. 
Mi : YLE, Does that mean he came direct from Russia ? 


Mr. Jounson. From Moscow, who ordered him here, in accordance 
with the provisions of the program of the Communist International. 
In this article—and I quote—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon me, may I interrupt you? Do you want to 


have all that article put into the thing and marked as an exhibit, o1 


is there only a portion of it that you want to read ¢ 
Mr. Jounson. ‘There are only two paragraphs of it that I want to 
read, 
Mr. Ciarpy. Allright, read it. Instead of marking it, you go ahead 


ana read it. 


Mr. Jounson. The subtitle is “Into the Negro Organizations.” 
his is the first paragraph: 


I = i 


Comrades Browder, Edwards, and Ford have spoken about the necessity of 


making a turn in our Negro work, of learning from our experiences in the 
trade-union work on how to connect ourselves with the organized masses. While 
the influence of the party is increasing among the Negro masses, yet organiza- 
tionally they are still detached from us. In the United States there are 5 million 


of the Negro population organized in fraternal organizations, 10 million in 
churches 

The problem of how to penetrate these organizations is of the utmost political 
importance for us. We must syste ae study how to penetrate among the 
millions of organized Negro workers. It is not only a political, but also an 
organizational problem. We must not be content with the United Front es- 
tablished at the top. These United Front conferences are not giving results 
and cannot give results if their decisions are not brought down into the branches 


¢ 


of these organizations. But in order for decisions to go down, there must be 
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somebody down below to fight for these decisions. Therefore, if we want to 
mobilize the organized Negro masses, we must have forces inside of these 
organizations. 

Now, I was present at the meeting of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party in 1935 when Comrades Browder, Edwards, and 
Ford spoke on this subject. 

Mr. CLarpy. Where was this? 

Mr. Jounson. This was held in the city of New York in 1935. 

Now, Browder, as you know, was formerly general secretary of the 
Communist Party of the United States of America. He was also a 
member of the executive committee of the Communist International. 
Edwards went under the name of Brown. His real name is Gerhart 
Eisler, the Communist International representative who fled our coun- 
try on the Batory to the eastern part of Germany, where at the present 
time he holds a high and responsible post there. Ford was a mem- 
ber of the National Committee of the Communist Party, a member of 
the Political Bureau of the Communist Party. He was vice presi- 
dential candidate on the Communist Party ticket for Vice President 
of the United States. He was also head of the Negro commission of 
the national committee responsible for the infiltration of Negro organ- 
izations and the winning of the Negro masses in this country for 
rebellion. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is he 1 of the 11? 

Mr. Jounson. No, he was not. Ford was disgraced along with 
Browder at the end of the war when the cold war was initiated by 
Soviet Russia, and he was given a minor position in the Bedford- 
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did the Communists ever try to actually get into some 
of our Negro religious groups, such as Father Divine’s group? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, they did, and I wish to quote from the Com- 
munist International which was the theoretical organ of the world 
organization of Communists called the Communist International, 
which is now known as the Communist Information Bureau. 

This article was written by R. Palme Dutt. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the date and time / 

Mr. Jounson. May 5, 1935, published by the Workers Library 
Publishers, on page 503. I quote: 

An inexcusable blunder occurred in the course of building up the United 
Front actions in Harlem (Father Divine’s religious followers). A comrade 
(see Daily Worker, April 9, 1935, article on Harlem by O. Johnson) in a most 
careless manner branded this preacher without concrete evidence as a racketeer, 
classifying him with gangster racketeers, ignoring a more tactful approach to 
this person who has under his influence thousands of sincere Negroes who are 
seeking a way out and who have demonstrated with us against war and 
fascism. 

Such a blunder drives a wedge between us and the masses and confuses 
our theoretical program because of bad practice. Before we can sufficiently 
enlighten his followers of the futility of religious ideology and of the cor 
rectness of our program and the need for a united struggle against worsening 
conditions, they are driven away from us. This is not convincing the masses. 
It is name ealling. Through organized educational scientific antireligious 
propaganda we seek to rid the masses of their religious prejudices. We must 
carefully avoid any offense that will strengthen religious fanaticism (see the 
Communist, April 1935, Religion and Communism, by Earl Browder.) These 
mistakes in the United Front tactic appeared in enlarged forms in other cases 
(Herndon, Lee Armwood, Camp Hill, and Tuscaloosa), where the struggle as 
far as the United Front is concerned assumed more of the character of a 
protest (letters and delegations) campaign from the North and mainly a legal 
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battle in the South. No doubt the most difficult task in this work was to 
extend the United Front. The Communist workers have penetrated into new 
organizations, have brought new workers under our influence to accept revolu- 
tionary methods of struggle and in general baye made inroads among the 
Negro masses that at times seriously threatened the reformist leadershin of 
some organizations. 


Now, further on this subject, which was quite a hot issue in tis 


party at that particular time, which was discussed in the top circles 
of the party and in the party press, Earl Browder, in his book, What 
is Communism’, in 1936, Workers Library Publishers, speaking on 
the issue of Father Divine, had this to say, and I quote: 

We have nothing in common with the religious beliefs of Father Divine 
in whose fantastic features we see the fundamental characteristics of all re- 
ligions, but we have much in common with the masses of Negroes who follow 
Father Divine. They are our people. We will fight for them and for their 
interests. We will do everything possible to draw them into the common 
struggle against a common foe, the capitalist system. We will not deny them 
the right to religious beliefs that we grant to Catholic workers, Jewish workers, 
or members of the numerous Protestant sects. We will fight for all of them 

At the same time, we reserve our own right to oppose all religious superstition 
wherever we find it, and with the most effective means at our disposal. 

Mr. Doy1e. Right at that ee Mr. Chairman. on the article you 
read just prior to this one there was this language—to accept revolu- 
tional Vv met thods. Do you remen ber reading that ? 

Mr. Jounson. Ye 

Mr. Dove. From your own personal experience what is meant by 
revolutionary methods as used in that article? 

Mr. Jounson. That means actions which tend to weaken the Gov 
ernment of the United States and lay the groundwork for its destruc- 
tion—for example, by starting a campaign, let us say, around the 
issue of Scottsboro. That is familiar to most people and in the 
course of starting this campaign for the freedom of the Scottsboro 
boys, they will link it up with the whole social system, and in the 
course of this development they will attempt to show those who are 
attracted on the issues involved in the Scottsboro case that the perse- 
cution of the Scottsboro boys is a part of the economic system where 
Negroes do not get justice, that the courts are controlled by the capital- 
ists, and they are therefore the enemies of the Necro, and that the only 
way the Negroes can completely do away with lynching by rope or 
lynching by the courts is to rebel and to overthrow the Government 
of the United States. In other words, they use a legitimate 

Mr. Doyre. Overthrow how ? 

Mr. Jonnson. By force and violence. 

Mr. Crarpy. What do you mean by force and violence? 

Mr. Jounson. By bloody, forceful revolution, civil war. 

Mr. Doyie. Do I understand that the Communist Party then re- 
vealed the “ir oo this Negro youth and the Baptist religious denomi- 
nations and other religious denominations that you referred to in 
that pamphle ‘did they go to that extreme to reveal that it might 
be necessary someday to use force and violence to overthrow our form 
of government? 

Mr. Jonmnson. Yes, they went—— 

Mr. Dorie. You notice my question is directed to the young people. 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; they started out with simple grievances of the 
youth in order to attract them. Then the »y twisted these issues around 
so as to give them political and revolutionary content and direction, 


) 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 2227 


in the same sense as they used the issue of peace and war in order to 
attack our social system, prepare the masses ideologically for the 
sabotage of our industry and our transportation system. 

They used it against our courts; they use it against the Congress 
of the United States; in short, against our whole governmental system 
in all of its institutions. 

Mr. Dore. All right, thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is that same thing that impels them to act as they 
do before this committee, is it not ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Let us take about a 5-minute break at this juncture. 

Whereupon a short recess was taken. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further documents which act as 
examples of how the Communists infiltrate religion ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes. 

The united front in the field of Negro work, the Communist, by 
James W. Ford, Workers Library Publishers, page 169, February 


There are thousands of organizations among Negroes, such as fraternal organi- 
zations, lodges, social clubs, West Indian organizations, independent trade unions, 
locals of the A. F. of L., youth and Greek-letter societies, churches, and affiliated 
social groups. They can be approached with the conception of Scottsboro as a 
symbol of national oppression and for national liberation. We must not come to 
these organizations with their varying programs with the idea of destroying them 
but with the idea of bringing them nearer to the program of the League of 
Struggle for Negro Rights. Whatever the character of the organization, we 
can by correct appeal orientate a phase of it to Scottsboro and the LSNR 
liberation program. 


The united front in the field of Negro work, The Communist, by 


James W. Ford, Workers Library Publishers, February 1935, pages 
170-171: 


The church represents a fertile field for work; as an institution it has solid 
contact with the Negro masses, forming a social as well as a religious center. 
Long before there were social clubs, meeting halls, or fraternal halls the church 
served their purposes. Marriages, baptisms, funerals, drama, amusements, reli- 
gion, all of the features of Negro social activities were bound up in the church. 
When we go among the masses of the church to win support for Scottsboro we 
(lo not go in to raise the religious issue. Recently at an open forum on religion a 
Negro woman member of a church, said during the discussion: “You know you 
Communists have been sent by God to do the work you are doing, but you don’t 
know it.” Should we argue with such a woman about this statement when we 
are trying to make a united front on Scottsboro? Of course not. It would be 
stupid. If this woman believes that her religion can play a revolutionary role 
to the extent of supporting us on Scottsboro, this gives us a starting point for 
building the United Front on Scottsboro. If we get the United Front on Scotts- 
boro other things will take care of themselves if we act intelligently and know 
how to follow through. 


Problems of National Groups in United States, The Communist, by 
Irene Browder, May 1939, pages 462-463 : 


It is the greatest mistake to deal with the Church, whether Catholic or Prot- 
estant, as one reactionary mass. The same political divisions run through it 
as through society in general, determined by much the same considerations. 
Class divisions are, of course, the basic ones, and we can always rouse the 
democratic instincts and sympathies of working-class members of the church, 
and can often reach them effectively through their church, provided we do not 
offend their religious susceptibilities and thereby throw them back under the 
influence of reactionary religious leaders. 

To ignore such obvious differences and their profound political significance 
would be childish stupidity. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Johnson, you testified previously in New York 
and here today that you knew Dr. Harry F. Ward. If you have any 
further testimony regarding Dr. Ward or any further information, ] 
should appreciate your stating it before the subcommittee at this time. 

Mr. eciedbit Yes: I have additional information. It is more or 
less documentary, and I would like to offer it to you. 

The first is 1 an article in the Daily Worker dated Thursday, May 7, 

) Along with this article is a picture of Dr. Harry F. Ward. 
wspaper story is headed ‘ ‘Dr. Harry F. Ward’s Achievements 
nted it Dinner in His Ho nor. 

Mr. Crarpy. As I understand it, you hold the actual copy of the 
issue of the Worker you mention ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct; and I would like to submit this for 
the consideration of the committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have it marked as “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 21.” 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, it is marked “Manning Johnson Ex- 
hibit No. 21,” and I offer it into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(‘The copy of the article in the Daily a orker dated Thursd: ay, May 


1953, was received in evidence as Ma ng Johnson exhibit No. 21.) 





MANNING JOHNSON BXxuisttT No. 21 
(Daily Worker, New York, May 7, 1953, p. 7) 
Dr. Harry F. Warp’s ACHIEVEMENTS RECOUNTED AT DINNER IN His HONOR 
(By David Platt) 
Dr. Harry F. Ward, one of America’s noblemen, who will soon reach his 80th 
birthday, was guest of honor at a dinner at Hotel McAlpin the other night. The 
affair was sponsored by New We rid Review, a progressive monthly devoted to 


circulati the truth about the Socialist and People’s Democracies abroad. 
gazine brought out ouneel hundred friends and former students of 





The m: 
Dr. Ward, and some of those who knew him well, like Rev. Jack McMichael, of 
the Methodist Federation for Social Action; Corliss Lamont; Paul Robeson; 
Frederick Field; and Jessica Smith, editor of New World Review, told the others 
of how Dr. Ward’s teachings enriched them personally and how his tremendous 
work for brotherhood, peace, and justice has influenced the nation as a whole. 

“His influence on the churches of this country is incalculable,” said Rev. Mc- 
Michael, one of Dr. Ward’s former students at Union Theological Seminary, in 
his stirring account of the life of this “rare scholar and man of action.” 

“When you see ministers taking a courageous stand on civil liberties and 
peace, it is because of the inspiration of Dr. Ward’s work.” 





* * * * * * * 
Other speakers noted the enormous amount of activity that Dr. Ward has been 
involved in during the past half century. 
He is the author of 15 books since 1913 and has a new one coming out soon. 
He was for years chairman of the American League Against War and Fascism 
and the American League for Peace and Democracy. 
He was general secretary of the Methodist Federation of Social Service from 
1911 to 1944 
He was professor of Christian Ethics at Union Theological Seminary for 
25 years and chairman of American Civil Liberties Union from 1920 to 1940. 
+ » ~ a ~ * » 


Jessica Smith pointed out a few more things about Dr. Ward, such as his 
activity in the British labor movement as far back as 1889. He knew the 
British Jabor leader Tom Mann, she said, and was himself a worker when he 
came to America as a young lad of 17. 

He was a rancher and teamster and worked with Sidney Hillman in the 
great garment strike that brought about the birth of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers Union. 
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He knew William Z. Foster and Eugene Debs 

He studied the works of Marx and Engels and learned what was the basis 
of the thinking of these Socialist giants. 

He went to the Soviet Union in 1924 and in 1931 spent a whole year there 
studying the incentives of socialism, out of which came his book, In Place 
of Profit. 

How did Dr. Ward find time to do all the things he did? The answer, said 
Corliss Lamont, is to be found in a poem by Alfred Tennyson, “His strength was 
as the strength of ten because his heart is pure!” 

The entire audience broke into applause when Dr. Ward came t » mike, 

After paying a moving compliment to his wife who was seated on the plat 
form, Dr. Ward, in words of gre: loquence called for a counteroffensive against 
the warmakers 

“The Eisei wer administrat eclares that peace is subversive. Very 
well Let our answer then be n fer but ft 
this Nation has ever seen. t us answer th: ar is subversive 

it i that is destroyins ie Bill of its and undermining the Cor- 
stitution. War ringing fa 1 to our doorstep. War is submerging peace 
War is taking money nee for education and health and subverting the social 
wellbeing of the whole Nati These are the things we must make the people 
see. Let that be r answer to the Department of Justice.’ (Tremendous 
applause !) 

Karlier in the ing, Mr amont drove home to the audience the threat 


he most terrific counteroffensive 


to the press in MeCarth) drive against civ liberties, pointing out that even 
the violent anti-Communist paper, the N, Post having its trouble witl 
MeCarthy. his J oo Si offers the ; est possible lesson to all 
li als and progressives, 

“The Post tried to win safety through the dirtiest redbaiting you can imagine. 
James Wechsler thought he could win safety and security for his paper by 
attacking the Communists and the Soviet Union on every possible « ision, 
Has it done him any good? It has not. Winchell is after him and McCarthy 
is after him, and though Wechsler grovels on the ground, he can’t get away 
from him.” 

The situation on The Post, said Lamont is proof that the drive against 
civil liberties is against anybody “left of President McKinley—anybody who 
has any ideas at all.” 

The thing to do, he said, as the audience applauded vigorously, is for every- 
body who believes in freedom of the press to “stand firm and fight until the 
McCarthyites are beaten,” 

* * * * * a” > 


Theodore Bozal of the United Furniture Workers, CIO Local 92, contributed 
his bit to this splendid evening by telling of his recent trip to the Soviet Union 
and Peoples Poland and of the tremendous peace feeling he encountered 
everywhere. 

Here in America, he said, “we are accustomed to seeing nothing but com- 
mercial advertising on billboards. In the U. S. S. R. I saw hundreds of billboards 
advertising ‘We are for Peace.’ ’ 

* * > * * * * 


Robeson’s marvelous singing of Climbing Jacob’s Ladder and other songs, 
accompanied by Alan Booth on the piano stirred everyone at this inspiring 
tribute to Dr. Ward described by chairman Frederick V. Field as “one of the 
American leaders of the new world in whom is combined that fusion of intelli 
gence, understanding, and progressive leadership which is the mark of true 
greatness.” 


Mr. Jounson. Now, I would also like to quote from a pamphlet 
entitled “Socialism—What’s in It for You?” by A. B. Magil, New 
Century Publishers. A. B. Magil has for years been a national leader 
of the Communist Party in the United States. 

Now, Magil in this pamphlet states the following, and I quote: 


There are religious people who, far from considering socialism a menace, see 
in it the fulfillment of the ethical principles of their faith. It is this that has 
attracted to socialism distinguished clergymen like the Dean of Canterbury, Dr. 
Harry F. Ward, professor emeritus of Christian Ethics at Union Theological 
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Seminary, and Reverend Eliot White, formerly of the Grace Episcopal Church 
of New York. 

The next quote deals with Harry F. Ward and is taken from a pam- 
phlet written by Earl Browder in 19: 36 called Democrac y or Fascism ?, 
Workers Library Publishers. This pamphlet is made up from the 
report of Earl Browder to the ninth national convention of the Com- 
munist Party in 1936. I was present at the ninth convention of the 
Communist Party in New York City held at Manhattan Center on 
34th Street when this report was made. I was a delegate, and it was 
at that convention that I was elected to membership on the national 
committee. 

In the report Browder mentioned the splendid work of Dr. Harry 
I’, Ward as one of the finer types of comrades or party members. He 
stated that— 

It is impossible to speak of the American League and its work without noting 
the outstanding contribution of its tireless and devoted chairman, Dr. Harry F. 
Ward. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. By American League, of course you mean the Ameri- 
ean League Against War and Fascism ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, the American League Against War and Fascism. 

I continue: 


Such selfless and consistent service to a progressive cause as Dr. Ward has 
given will always receive the unstinted recognition and support of the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You have of your own knowledge placed Dr. Ward in 
the party, and you have so testified repeatedly before us. Now, what 
you have been giving us is some documentary confirmation of precisely 
what you, yourself, have testified to. 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Johnson, do you know anything about the United 
Christian Council for Democracy ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever have any experience with that group? 

Mr. Jounson. I personally never worked with the group itself be- 

‘ause the group was formed, according to my best recollection, in 1939, 
ae that was the first time that I had heard of it. It was one of those 
organizations that was formed for the purpose of infiltrating the 
various religious denominations throughout the country. 

Mr. Kunzic. If you had no personal knowledge, then what is your 
source of knowledge? 

Mr. Jonnson. My source of knowledge may be found in the 
pamphlet or magazine known as the Protestant Digest. 

Mr. Crarvy. Let me interrupt you. I am not sure that either you 
or counsel are quite accurate in the way you phrased it. You as a 
member of the Communist Party must have had some knowledge of 
this subject. Suppose you tell us what the extent of that knowledge 
was. 

Mr. Jounson. The extent of my knowledge was that this organiza- 
tion existed and that it had a program similar to that of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Service. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right, now I will ask you another one. In your 
contacts with other members of the Communist Party was the subjec 
discussed so that out of all of these meetings with others you picked 
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up knowledge about the movement and about this other arm of the 
party ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, it was of general knowledge. It was mentioned 
incidentally in discussion of work in religious organization. 

(Representative Clyde Doyle left the heari ing room at this point.) 

Mr. Jounson. At the particular time I was m: ainly involved in work 
in the trade unions. Consequently, I did not make myself familiar 
with the organization or its program. I was content just to accept 
on the basis of the mere mention of it that it was a new Communist 
front that was organized. 

Mr. Ciarpy. So while you knew it was organized, and you knew 
from others what it was doing and its general method of operation, 
you were not part of that particular piece of apparatus? 

Mr. Jounson. No; I was not. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right, now proceed. 

Mr. Jonnson. I am —s testifying on this as an expert. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That, sir, is a good statement of the position I think 
you occupy on this subjec t. es right ahead. 

Mr. Jounson. In the Protestant Digest of April 1939, published by 
the Protestant Digest Council for Democracy, there is an article, 
United Christian Council for Democracy, which sets forth the aims, 
purposes, and objectives of this organization and the list of its officers. 

Speaking as an expert on the strength of this article the program as 
set forth in it indicates that the polie: y of the organization is based 
upon the program of the Communist Party for the infiltration of the 
various Protestant denominations on the basis of conditioning them 
mentally, organizationally for the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Again you have jus t one issue or photostat or part of 
one issue dated sometime in 193! 

Mr. Jounson. That is aa 

Mr. Crarpy. Is that magazine still being published, but under a 
different name? 

Mr. Jonnson. It was published, to my knowledge, up until the 
fifties under the name of the Protestant Digest. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have had some testimony in the files from other 
witnesses prior tonow. Any more comment on that ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have in my hand the pamphlet which 
has just been read from by the witness which has been marked “Man- 
ning Johnson Exhibit No. 22,” and I should like to offer this exhibit 
into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The pamphlet Protestant Digest, April 1939, was received in evi- 
dence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 22. ) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExuHintir No, 22 
(The Protestant Digest, April 1939, pp. 61-63) 
UNITED CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FoR DEMOCRACY 
PURPOSE 


To bring together for education and united action members in all Christian 
churches who are intent upon expressing the social imperatives inherent in the 
Christian religion. 
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A STATEMENT OF PBINCIPLES 


Our Christian faith in a God of love and righteousness, our acceptance of the 
prophetic command to do justice and love mercy, our obedience to Jesus’ teach- 
ings concerning the values and possibilities of human life, leave us with no 
alternative save to labor for a radically new society. 

Therefore, moved by the joint compulsion of the desperate needs of human 
society and the inescapable demands of the Christian faith and hope, we unite 
around the following basic principles: 

1. We reject the profit-seeking economy and the capitalistic way of life with 
its private ownership of the things upon which the lives of all depend. 

2. We seek to establish a social economy which, under social ownership and 
democratie control of the common means of life, will make possible the highest 
potential development of persons and society. 

3. We pledge ourselves to resolute effort to accomplish this basic change in 
the organization of society by the democratic process. 

4. We propose to support the necessary political and economic action to im- 
plement these aims. 

5. In all this we rely upon the availability of spiritual resources adequate for 
the redemption of society. 


THE ORGANIZATION 


The United Christian Council for Democracy is a federation of nationally 
organized unofficial denominational units. 
Denominational groups 

An effective means, we believe, of promoting education and action in line 
with our principles is first of all through the various denominations. A major 
objective then is to win the support of a large number of laymen and ministers 
in each denomination. This is accomplished through individual membership 
organizations. 

We believe that each Protestant denomination ought to have such an unofficial 
organized group which will crystallize and express advanced social positions, 
beyond those which the denomination will or can take officially. 

We are anxious to enlist laymen as well as ministers in these groups and 
believe that the effectiveness of our work will depend measurably upon the pro- 
portion of laymen who actively support this program. 

Regional committees 

On a geographical basis, regional or statewise, and in large cities, regional 
committees of the U altos Christian Council are being formed. Such committees 
will be tegen eo and representative. Uniting as they will persons 
of common anxiety and conviction in the several denominations of the given 
areas, there will be sufficient strength to support decisive action needed in acute 
social situations. 


A national committee 


A national committee is composed of representatives from each nationally 
organized denominational group, 1 for each 200 members, together with 1 
representative from each interdenominational regional committee. 


Erecut e committee 


The executive body of the United Christian Council is composed of one repre- 
sentative from each denominational group. The committee has been given power 
to act in terms of the general policy established annually by the National 
Committee. 

PROPOSED ACTION 


For the United Christian Council, the constituent national denominational 
organizations, and regional committees. 


Literature 


The council | hopes to recruit the ablest men in all denominations in the prepara- 
tion of par lets interpreting our convictions on basic social problems and the 
relation of the church to them. We believe that united action in propaganda 
will greatly improve the quality and effectiveness of such educational work. 

It is our hope that later both a weekly news sheet and a quarterly magazine 
may bring our interpretations of social problems to the people of the churches. 
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Pronouncements 


The council expects to make pronouncements, from time to time, on current 
issues in which it will seek to express the mind and determination of the socially 
advanced portion of the Christian churches. 

The regional and local groups will be encouraged to make pronouncements 
upon social crises in their own communities. 


Action 


We believe that common counsel will lead to united action on the part of 
church people on behalf of labor, in counteracting prejudice in labor disputes, 
in defending civil liberties, in opposing warmaking, in furtherance of inter- 
national conferences on basic economic problems, in supporting cooperatives, in 
relating the rural church to the most effective farmers’ organizations, and 
generally in giving aid to the forces in the community which are working toward 
immediate justice and an ultimate cooperative commonwealth. 

Mutual aid 

Recognizing that perils of insecurity beset Christian leaders who advocate 
positions more advanced than those held by the community in general, we will 
Strive in every way possible to secure the facts in the event of dismissals, to 
place our moral support behind those who are unjustly dismissed, and to secure 
aid for those whose livelihood is imperiled. 





UNITED CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FOR DEMOCRACY 
William F, Cochran, President 


Executive Committee 


Reinhold Niebuhr, chairman__..._...__..-_~.._..- Evangelical and Reformed 
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Information regarding the United Christian Council for Democracy may be 
obtained from Richard Morford, secretary, 22 Forest Ave., Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, as a former leader of the Communist 
Party can you tell us something about the nature of this magazine 
first called the Protestant Digest and later called the Protestant ! 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes, I can; but before I go into that, I would like 
to call—— 

(At this point Representative Clyde Doyle returned to the hearing 
room. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Jounson. The Protestant Digest was first published in 1938 
while I was a member of the party, and in the party circles it was 
discussed as one of the Communist-front publications that had as its 
aim and purpose using first the infiltration of the Protestant denomi- 
nations; secondly, to carry the materialist, antireligious policy of the 
Communist Party into the religious denominations under the guise of 
religion. 

Moreover, it provided the ministers with material for 
sermons that they delivered to congregations at the regular services. 
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Mr. Cuiarpy. Let me interrupt you, Witness. Is it fair to say then 

that this magazine was instituted by the Communist Party for the 
purpose of perhaps deceiving and misleading the good men in the 

ministry into preaching things that would help promote the Com- 
munist Party line without their being necessarily completely aware 
of it? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct; that is a correct statement. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And that it was fostered and put forward and sold in 
some instances to good men, but men who were willing to accept the 
statements as though they were bona fide expressions of true 
Christianity ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

(Representative Kit Clardy left the hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. Jownson. In 1938 when the Protestant Digest first was pub- 
lished, there was only one person on the editorial staff. That person 
was Kenneth Leslie. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Kenneth Leslie to be a member of the 
Communist Party? Did you personally know? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not recall having ever attended party meetings 
with Kenneth Leslie, though I do know that he was under Communist 
Party discipline. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you know that he was under Communist Party 
discipline ? 

Mr. Jounson. Because in the upper circles of the party he was 
discussed as one that could be depended upon to carry out the Com- 
munist Party line. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Would you continue with the list of people who were 

responsible through the years for the m: gazine ¢ 

Mr. Jonnson. In 1939 the m: igazine shows in addition to Kenneth 
Leslie a group of editorial advisers, six, to be exact. 

(Representative Kit Clardy returned to the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. You do not mean to imply that these six of your own 
knowledge were necessarily members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not say that they were card-carrying members 
of the Communist Party. I make this statement because in the Com- 
munist Party we had card-carrying members; we had non-card- 
carrying members. By non-card-carrying members are meant persons 
who are of great value to the Communist Party in various Communist- 
front organizations whose identity, were it known generally, as card- 

carrying members would render ineffective their work in these Com- 
munist-front organizations. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right. Now, to come back to my question, as to 
those that have been specifically named, you do not have any specific 
knowledge, I take it, as to whether they were in any of these classes 
that you are talking about ? 

Mr. Jonson. I did not attend any closed meetings with these 
people, but I would say that they were on numerous Communist- 
front organiaztions, and they carried out the line. Therefore, they 
were persons under Communist Party discipline as all persons who 
consistently carry out the work of the Communist Party through 
_ ont organizations are persons who are under Communist Party 
discipline 
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Mr. Criarpy. Let us put it this way: Are you personally, or were 
you personally acquainted with the individuals that you have dis- 
cussed so that you are in a position to say of your own knowledge 

hether they fell in any of these categories or not? 

Mr. Jonson. I only know of them through their activities in the 
Communist-front organizations or the solar system of organizations 
that was set up in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Then the answer is, you do not know them as card- 
carrying members nor do you know them as specifically non-card- 
carrying members ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. But you know them as you have previously described 
as collaborating in some fashion or other ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is right. 

Mr. CiLarpy. It is of course possible, and we want everyone to be 
actually as fair as they possibly can. It is possible that some of them 
may be dupes or may be innocently brought in because they are naive 
or for some other reason, not necessarily because they are actually 
Communists or even Communist sympathizers? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, that is possible. 

Mr. Doyir. What year was that? 

Mr. Jounson. That is 1939. I did not get to the later editions of 
the Protestant Digest and the P ‘eon What I am trying to point 
out here is that there were persons who served at one time or another 
on the Protestant who dropped out. What the reasons were, I do not 
know, but there are others who were consistently on the editorial 
board of the Protestant over a period of years, and not only that, their 
names have appeared in numerous front organizations of the Com- 
munist Party following every twist and every turn in the Commu- 
nist Party line. 

[ do not know of most of them as card-carrying members of the 
party. Those that I do I will identify as I go along. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give us the names of those who remained 
consistently on the editori: il board as you just mentioned and who 
followed the Communist line throughout the years? 

Mr. Jounson. For example, Jerome Davis was on the editorial 
board in 1939. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You were about to name persons whom you are not 
identifying as Communists but persons who followed the deviations 
of the Communist Party line. 

I want to have it clearly understood at this juncture that as to any 
other names mentioned up to this moment you are not identifying 
any of them as Communists unless you have specifically said so when 
you named them. That is a correct statement; is it not? 

Mr. Jonnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. All right, proceed from there. 

(Representative Kit Clardy left the hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. Kunzia. You stated that the magazine, the Protestant Digest, 
later called the Protestant, met the various turns of policy of the Soviet 
Union and the twists and the turns in the Communist line as it went 
through the years. Could you document that, please, with illustra- 
tions taken from the magazine? 

Mr. JoHnson. Yes; I can. 
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I have here the Protestant Digest, December 1938, the period when 
the Communist Party was building the united front, and we find in 
this edition of the Protestant Digest an article by William Spofford. 
It was a reprint from the Witness, September 22, 1938. 

(Representative Kit Clardy reentered the hearing room at this 
OINT. ) j 

Mr. Jounson. The subject of the article is Bill Spofford Hails 
United Front. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have this document marked “Man- 
ning Johnson Exhibit No. 23,” and I offer it now in evidence. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. It will be received. 

(The article, Bill Spofford Hails United Front, from the Protestant 
Digest, December 1938, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson 
exhibit No. 23.) 

MANNING JOHNSON Exnutpit No. 23 
(Protestant Digest, December 1938) 
Britt Sporrorp HAILs UNITED FRONT 

(By William B. Spofford in the Witness, September 22, 1938) 


The Chureh League for Industrial Democracy is an organization of the Epis- 
eopal Church, composed of approximately 3,000 nembers, who have pledged them 
selves to seek to understand the teachings of Christ and to apply them in their 
own vocations and activities in relation to the present problems of industrial 
S ety rhere is no connection whatever between the American League for 
Peace and Democracy and the CLID, or between the Communist Party and the 
CLID. Some of our members are also members of the American League and 
accept the program above stated. Others approve of parts and disapprove of 
CLID members are, of course, free to join the American League 


or not as they see fit—or to oppose it if that is their conviction. The proposal 
was made at the last national meeting of the CLID that we affiliate with the 
American Leagu The proposal was overwhelmingly defeated, and as executive 
secretary I opposed affiliation. I did state, however, that I personally accepted 
the program of the American League and asked that I be allowed as an individual 
to cooperate with the organization. This was voted and I have since been active 


in the American League and am at present proud to be vice chairman. 

In regard to the Communist Party, it is, of course, a secular organization, 
based up 
posed by ¢ 


na materialistic philosophy, and for this reason is quite properly op 
‘hristians. Their ultimate purpose is so to order society throughout 
the world that communism will be universal However, because of the present 
world situation, with wars in Spain and China and with the Fascist powers 
threatening other democratic nations, they have set aside their ultimate objectives 
in order to join forces in a United Front to maintain peace and democracy. 
Just as a United Front, including the Communists, was necessary in China if 
Japanese aggression w to be resisted (a United Front that has received the 
blessing of Bishop Roots and I think I am safe in saying all our missionaries) ; 
just as Hitlerism might have been avoided in Germany and democracy main- 
tained if the people had created a United Front (as Martin Niemoller told a 





group of us in Berlin last Summer just three days before his arrest) ; so I believe 
1 United Front must be built in the United States if democracy is to be main- 
tained and war avoided And an effective United Front is built not by various 


groups stressing their differences but rather by setting aside their differences 
and uniting wholeheartedly in a minimum program. The Communists, as far 
as my experience means anything, are sincere in their desire for a United Front 
and are effective workers for it. Therefore, Iam happy to join forces with them, 
and others, on this minimum program for peace and democracy. When and if 
they change their “line” (and I do not believe I shall be so innocent as not to 
know) it is probably that I shall part company with them 





Mr. Jounson. I would like to present to the committee an article 
published in the Protestant, April-May 1942. The author of the 
article is David Easton, and is an article in which he follows the Com- 
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munist Party line on religion by attempting to show in this article 
that Marxism and democracy and a liberal religious faith are one. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right, let us have that marked “Manning Johnson 
Exhibit No. 24.” 

Mr. Kunzia. It is marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No, 24. 

I now offer it in evidence, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(The article referred to from the Protestant, April-May 1942, was 
received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 24.) 


MANNING JOHNSON Exurnpir No. 24 
(The Protestant, April-May 1942, pp. 52-55) 
SPIRITUALITY AND MAryx 


(By David Easton) 


Marx explains “self-alienation” as it appears in our present form of society: 


The more the worker expends his labor, the more powerful becomes the 
alien objective world which he creates outside himself, and the poorer he and 
his inner world become and the less he can eall his own * * Not only does 


his work become an external object, but it exists outside of him as an inde- 
pendent and alien thing. It becomes a self-sufficient power over him. The 
life which he has lost to the object confronts him as strange and alien *.* 
The estranged relation of the worker to his work expresses itself in the rela- 
tion of capitalist to worker. Private property is thus result and necessary 
expression of the estranged relation of the worker to himself and to nature 
(Marx-Engels, Gesamtausgabe (Ed. V. Adoratskij), Abt. 1, Bd. 3, pp. 83-84, 
91. Trans. mine). 

For Marx the idea of self-alienation expresses the fact that concentration 
of wealth and forces of production in a few hands means spiritual impoverish- 
ment for the majority of men. In this state men lose their freedom—the 
product of their labor and even their tools become powers over them. 

Marx believed that “to be a man” really means “to work,” to transform 
nature for human ends. In this way nature is integrated with humanity, and 
each product of labor incarnates the personality of man. Through work man 
“makes the whole of nature his inorganic body.’ But when the product of 
labor is “alienated,” the personality of man is diminished and stunted. Marx 
wanted to suppress the alienation of labor. He believed that man can realize 
and fulfill his personality through a socialist society. This entails “the posi- 
tive dissolution of private property, as human self-alienation, and thus the 
genuine appropriation of the attributes of humanity by and for mankind.” 
The new society, Marx said, can produce “as a continual reality, man in all 
the richness of his being, the complete and well-rounded man.” 

The young Marx called his view of man “realistic humanism” or “completed 
naturalism.” It is the groundwork of his well-known historical materialism. 
Marx’ view of man went beyond Feuerbach who stopped with the abstract 
isolated individual and did not see that “only in community with others has 
each individual the means of cultivating his gifts in all directions.” Man’s 
self-alienation and the way to his self-fulfillment became the motif of Marx’ 
thought and endeavor. It runs through all his writings. It implies a particular 
theory of education: 

The education of the future will combine productive labor with instruction 
and gymnastics, not only as one of the methods of adding to the efficiency of 
production, but as the only method of producing fully developed human beings 
(Capital, I, 529). 

lt may seem that Marx’s historical determinism leaves no room for effective 
human action and development. But Marx never denied that the purposes and 
acts of men are motors of history. He approved of Vico’s observation that 
‘Human history differs from natural history in this, that we have made the 
former, but not the latter.’”’ In an early letter he criticized Feuerbach’s material- 
ism for being “merely naturalistic and not historical” for not taking account of 
human efforts, particularly in politics. For Marx “History is nothing else than 
the acitivity of man pursuing his own aims.” And man is to be conceived as 
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“a living conscious thing’ rather than a pure disembodied spirit. Following these 
leads, Soviet philosophers recently attacked “economism” which “neglects per- 
sonalities, wills, and temperaments as historical facts.” And in 1930 K. N. 
Kornilov of Moscow University wrote a criticism of any view which “either flatly 

xistence of human consciousness or identifies it with mechanical 
movements of matter.’ 

Marx’s determinism is simply an assertion that historical events have discover- 
able causes. He denies that human action is free in the sense of being uncaused. 
There is regularity and lawfulness in human events as every social scientist 
supposes. Out of the conflicts and agreements of many individual acts there 
comes regularity and continuity. In this sense social movements are indpendent 
of the individual will and intelligence. Marx’s determinisin implies simply that 
the actions of an individual or a group have definite antecedents and conse 
quences. Is this a denial of human freedom? By no means. Marx always 
distinguished between historical and merely natural events. He insisted that 
men are moved to action by their purposes and needs. This, it seems to me, 
is the substance of human freedom It is self-determination. It is the condi- 
tion of all our choices. Without such determination “guilt,” “responsibility,” 
and “moral education” would be empty words. Human purposes and preferences 
are always affected by other parts of the historical process. In their origin, 
their specific content, and in their effectiveness they are conditioned by the given 
productive forces and relations—by other social facts which all presuppose man’s 
conscious transformation of nature through his work. 

All of Marx’s writings are a condemnation of those economic and social ar- 
rangements which disallow fully developed human beings. He condemned the 
social system which “converts the laborer into a crippled monstrosity’’ and at the 
same time creates a leisure class of effete, parasitical, and pleasure-hunting 
animals. He condemned the social scheme which leaves “no other nexus between 
man and man than naked self-interest” and resolves “personal worth into ex- 
change value.’ For Marx the cultivation and sharing of art is essential to the 
complete life. He deplored the sacrifice of art to the gods of profit and business. 
The treatment of poetry, painting, music, ete., as mere commodities rather than 
“products sui generis” was accepted as one of the tragic ironies of our time. And 
Marx persistently denounced the prostitution of science and education for the 
sake of profits. 

The relation of Marxism to religion will never be understood if we stop with 
the slogan, “Religion is the opium of the people.” We should remember that 
Marx's sallies were primarily against those forms of religion which belittle man 
and discount his ideal aims. His criticism was a response to “the categorical im- 
perative to overthrow all conditions in which man is a degraded, servile, neglected, 
contemptible being.” In one of his letters Marx wrote, bitterly, that after the 
Greeks the essential dignity of man disappeared from the world. Historical 
Christianity too much emphasized man’s worthlessness and the vanity of any 
effort to change his present estate 

It is clear that Marx’s attack on religion is primarily an attack on super- 
naturalism or other wordliness which is indifferent to human needs and develop- 
ment. His views are quite in harmony with humanistic and naturalistic philos- 
ophies of religion. They are altogether acceptable to those who, with Matthew 
Arnold, find the essence of religion to be “morality touched by emotion.” But 
with the “new supernaturalism” Marxism clashes on fundamental issues. The 
extreme supernaturalists of our day condemn as false any view which denies 
man’s “creatureliness” and commits “the sin of pride.” Still, many of the new 
supernaturalists use the Marxian way of understanding social events as they 
try to answer present demands of the transcendent ideal. 

The stimulus to Marx’s moral passion was an awareness that great numbers 
of men never get to the human level of existence. Only a part of each man is 
developed. Too many are “appendages of machines” and “laboring cattle.” 
Life begins when they leave work which is alien and thus fearsome. Marx 
wanted to change this condition. He wanted to get rid of those property ar- 
rangements which cause human self-alienation. He sought to unfetter technology 
for the benefit of all so that human lives might be more complete and rounded 
out. All men, he deeply believed, must have the chance to know the value of 
camaraderie for its own sake, the liberation and romance of learning, and the 
lasting pleasures in art. These things are out of reach when man’s work be- 
comes an alien power over him that diminishes his personality. 

Marx expanded the Greek ideal of harmonious self-development. He removed 
it from aristocratic contemplation and related it to social action. For Aristotle 
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the ideal type of man was one who, like the Unmoved Mover, needs only to con 
template. Likewise, Marx opposed Hegel’s view of man. Hegel did think of man 
as a process and thus the result of his own work. But the only kind of work 
he recognized was abstract spiritual work or pure mental activity. In Marx’s 
view the complete man is one who works; he acts in society and actually trans 
forms nature of human ends. All of his socially developed senses and spiritual 
organs are instruments for “the humanization of nature.” This is Marx’s view 
of man which he called realistic humanism. It gives deeper meaning to his 
favorite maxim: “Nihil humani a me alienum puto.” In this respect, as well as 
others, Marxism and democracy and a liberal religious faith are as one. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, do you know Easton as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jonson. I do not know of my personal knowledge whether he 
is or whether he is not a member of the Communist Pat ty. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not at this time making any accusation that 
the gentleman named is a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. No; I am not at this time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further documents, Mr. Johnson ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, I have. 

[ have in my hand a copy of the Protestant Digest of January 1940, 
which shows that the Protestant Digest worked against America’s 
entry into the war at the time when the Communist line was peace for 
America as long as Russia and Germany were tied together in a pact. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have this document in my hand 
marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 25,” and I offer it into evi- 
dence at this point. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(The copy of the Protestant Digest, January 1940, was received in 
evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 25. 


MANNING JOHNSON ExuHibit No. 25 
(Protestant Digest, January 1940, pp. 68-73) 
TOWARD A DEMOCRATIC PEACE 
By Harry F. Ward 
+ o * * ” * * 


Can We Do It? 


We are now back to the old international law concept of neutrality. Like the 
Soviet we are technically willing to sell to both sides. Actually we mean to help 
the allies, relying on the cash-and-carry provisions and the British blockade to 
make it impossible for Germany to buy here. If she can get something by a 
roundabout way through neutrals, we will take t a fl 

This is a better protection against the consequences of war trade than we had 
in 1914-1917. How effective is it? Is the desire for profit, and the need for 
profit tamed and under control? The first attempt to break through the cash 
restriction by substituting 90 days’ credit for cash on the barrelhead, has been 
defeated by popular protest. But the same interests who tried that are now hop- 


ke the profits that 


A) 


ing that the clause which provides that insurance does not constitute an A 
can interest in goods or ships will afford them a loophole; and the British Minis- 
ter of Supply naturally says they are examining the bill to see if there is not a 
possibility of getting around the cash restriction by arrangements with private 
business. The Wall Street Journal has hopes. The attempt to evade the carry 
restriction by transfer to foreign registry, and the official support it has secured, 
indicates the necessity to continually watch and expose attempts to evade or 
change the restrictions on war trade designed to lessen the risk of our being 
drawn into the war. 
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The Danger Points 





Popular support will gather behind such attempts if and when there is any 
danger of Hitler winning, and if the war lasts until the allies’ cash is gone and 
Oo! s and jobs begin to fall off. War trade on a cash basis has its own way of 
lucing economic pressures on the side of our entering the war. The antici- 

m of immediate orders which are not forthcoming has already created a 

1all boom with no base. The concentration of orders on airplanes and a few 


her things, and the need of conserving cash for a possibly long struggle, is 
ea 





already reduc British purchases of basic necessities that we have been supply- 
ing. The prosperity we get from war orders will be very spotty. The effects of 
the transfer of British and French securities here to pay for their orders, along 

it! lditional transfer of gold, will ad us up still more with idle capital. 


» net result will be an increase in our total economic insecurity, a psychologi- 


ation Which always brings war 








lo offset these tendencies it would be necessary to make much larger Govern- 
ment expenditures for social gains, whereas the reactionaries who succeeded in 
limiting these in the last session of Congress expect to do worse in 1940. Those 
who seek to check the rise of a war spirit in this Nation will need to be able to 


lefeat reaction at this point and to protect the living standards of the people by 
xposing and leading them to stop all war profiteering as soon as it begins. 
If the r lasts the cold-blooded military experts have a formula for the time 
nd propaganda pressures will actually begin to take us in. 
It is the ratio between our supply of the instruments of war to the allied man- 
power available for their us« When the production tlow of war materials from 
our plants becomes greater than the capacity of their armies, there will be both 
need for our manpower and propaganda to get it. The danger to democracy will 
then suddenly become very acute in the headlines. Those who would expose 
and resist this must know their economic facts. It is of no more avail to 
it “keep out of war” than it was to vote that way in 1916. If the underlying 
forces are again working as they were then, they will take usin. The first step 
ler control is to continually explain to the people exactly 


hen the economic a 





What {bout China? 


Since England now has no war supplies to spare for Japan, that country needs 
to draw more heavily upon us than even our present 54 percent of her imported 











for war. Our new w trade legislation dos t apply, for the legal 
undeclared war st remains. If that situation continues, only aa 
‘ irg an end our partnership in the invasion of China If Japan declares 
resent legislat 1] still help Japan more than China, for she can only 
( plies through ne ls willing to run the blockade, while Japan has both 
i l ps, * The only prevention woul be a Presidential ban on 
) ! d on the grout rs own needs, plus discrimination under 
w when our trade treaty ends in Januar; Our present protests to 
tirely in terms of ir own trade interests and lead either to war 
ror ng assent to Japa! » control] in China Our moral obligation 
China calls clearly for a renewed demand for an embargo on war supplies 

» Japan until she takes her armies out of China 


Incitements to War 


Incitements to war will naturally be continuous. There is and will be propa- 

] ith its inevitable atrocity stories, to be exposed. There will be incidents 
ng upon our rights, and inhuman deeds, against which our emotions will 
need to be steeled. There are sympathies to be watched lest they betray us. 
1ose responsible for forming public opinion will need constantly to ask some 
tions and answer them from the unfolding facts. What are the war aims 
f the allies? Can the people who helped destroy democracy in Austria, Spain. 
and Czecho-Slovakia do anything for it now? Can Hitler and Hitlerism be 
stopped by war? Will the victory of the allies produce anything better than it did 
at Versailles with all its consequences? How can a repetition, in even worse 
form, of the cycle which produced the present disaster, be prevented? 








4 New Devil 


A dangerous feature in recent developments is the propaganda of incitement 
against the Soviet Union. It fairly shrieks from the headlines and thunders from 


the editorials. Stalin has replaced Hitler for most of the American people as the 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 2241 


devil to be feared. Stories are told one week on the front page and the facts 
which deny them are the next week buried in the back of the papers. The Soviets 
had betrayed and abandoned China to its fate. we were told. Now come the facts 
concerning increased supplies. Tons of Russian gold were on their way to Ger- 
many. Now it appears they are in Dutch banks for Soviet purchases in the 
United States. Yet our liberals, so shocked by the change in Soviet policy, are 
still prepared to believe the worst. Usually they do not even mention, let alone 
assess, Chamberlain’s part in that change. Our Government talks in sterner 
tones * * * to Stalin than to Hitler. It says nothing when two score of our 
ships are interned by the allies; it protests when one is held in a Soviet port. 

All this provides the emotional background for what? Among the possibilities 
is the cry for a holy war against the pagan Nazis and the atheistic Communists. 
The Vatican has laid the groundwork for it. Two of our most widely read col- 
umnists are calling for a union of all forces to beat back the barbarians of the 
East before they destroy all the values of civilization. In the event of an 
alliance between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia, the ery for a holy war would 
develop hysteria overnight in this nation. God is a more powerful sanction for 
modern mass slaughter than democracy. 

There is another and more cold-blooded prospect for the use of the moral emo- 





tions now being aroused against Russia and it coincides with the property in- 
terest and the fear of social change suddenly revealed by this animus. The plan 
of a section of the British Tories is to restore a reactionary Government in Ger- 

any, the kind that we helped to overthrow in 1918. There is talk of bolstering 
this by a monarchical Catholic state in central Europe. In any event a reac- 
tionary Germany is to be turned eastward again, looking toward that attack 
upon the Soviet Union which is the historic necessity of the Tory 


imperialists. 
In this eventuality the support of the United States in one way or another is 
sought. 

In these circumstances those who feel an obligation to pass moral judgments 
on the Soviet Union must realize the risk involved. It is the same risk which 
was taken by those who passed moral judgments upon Hitler, and they took 
precautions to get them executed without war. The least that can be done by 
those who stand in a similar position in relation to the Soviet Union is to see 
hat their judgments are exact and are based on all the facts. 


Some Facts 


Most of those who now put the actions of the Soviet on the same plane 
se of Hitler, have read only the newspaper ca against the Soviet. Their 





side is now available in English through the speeches of Molotov. He declares 
heir main motivation to be self-protection, with the hope that their course will 
make for peace. On questions of fact the British point of view, more hard-headed 
than ours despite their more vital interests, supports the Russians on some 
points. Chamberlain’s latest speech on November 9 says: “On the other hand, 
the pact between Germany and the Soviet Union has given indeed great advan 
taves for the Soviet Union, but it has brought only humiliation and loss for 
Germany.” Chamberlain has ollicially justified the Soviet entry into Poland 


is a defense measure And this was not merely at 


“t 


; actical move on the score of 
neutrality. The additional fact that he has dehbarred the Polish Government in 
Paris from making any claim to the territory involve 





| indicates his conclusion 
at this Government has no moral or legal title to territory which it took by 
foree from the Soviet contrary to the 
This places the Soviet action agai! rather than the Polish Govern- 
ment. The technical point in the question of aggression is whether the border 
was crossed before or after the Polish Government had ceased to function. 
rhe correspondent of the London Times, who was in the ar 








a at the moment, 
states that the Government was out of commissio! This left the territory either 
to Hitler or the Soviet, from which it was originally taken. 

Concerning the charge of a previous plan of partition, Gedye, the Moscow 
correspondent of the New York Times, with a long and honorable experience in 
Vienna and Prague, affirms that he can find no proof of it. The record of the 
Soviet of keeping their pledge to Czechoslovakia, publicly confirmed by mem 
bers of that Government, coincides with the charge of the total political oppo- 
sition to Chamberlain in England, including many conservatives, that he, and 
not the Soviet Union, was responsible for the breakdown of the negotiations 
between them. If this is correct it left the Soviet faced with continuous ma- 
noeuvres against them with no alternative but to protect themselves as best 
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they could. Their moves can only be understood in the light of the fear psy- 
chology developed by continuous attacks upon them, and threats against them, 
which are met by Lenin’s strategy of playing off one enemy against another in 
turn. 

This explains the policy in relation to the Baltic States and Finland. Weeks 
before this developed the Ambassadors of these states in Washington told the 
New Republic correspondent that the key to Soviet policy was the impossibility 
of defending Leningrad as long as the approaches to the Gulf of Finland were 
controlled by other powers. This is equally true of its nearness to the Finnish 
border, and it involves the whole northern industrial section of Russia proper. 
It is the fear of future attack ftom either or both Germany or Great Britain 
which dominates the situation. Those who interpret Soviet action only in terms 
of power polities, and talk of socialist imperialism, are thinking too narrowly 
in their habitual pattern. Those who think that Russia might have stayed 
within her own borders usually ignore tactical necessities in the face of ene- 
mies in the field, and generally forget that a socialist state in a capitalist world 
is still subject to the laws of State nature. Since all States sin the question is, 
are these sinners above the others, or below the others, in this modern Jeru- 
salem? The answer to that must be found in the terms of their contracts with, 
and the future development of, those smaller States which of necessity must 
either be in the orbit of Germany, Great Britain, or the Soviet until the day 
when there is a commonwealth of socialized nations in Europe. Meantime, the 
terms of the Soviet concessions in the Baltic States and Finland should be com- 
pared with Hitler’s terms in Czecho-Slovakia, Britain’s in India and ours in 
Cubs 

Our De mocracy 


The question of the outcome of the moral emotions now being aroused against 
the Soviet also has another bearing. Here they are being translated into anti- 
Communism, and this is being used under the leadership of Dies in a new red 
hunt which promises, under other leadership, to be more intelligent, as well as 
more ruthless, than that under Mitchell Palmer after the last war. The foun 


dations of our democracy are being assailed under the cry of saving it from the 
Even if we manage to stay out of the war, it is clear that we have a con 
tinuous and difficult bh to protect our democrat rights from the massed a 


t 
of reaction, using war-time feelings for its dynamic. A later Bulletin will 


A Democratic Peace 


Those who seek a democratic peace must begin to work for it now Because 
he contribution of our ecor Sé es to the allied cause, as well as be 
cause of our security and our professed ideas, we have an obligation as a neu 
tral to secure at the earliest ] ble moment a conference of all the interested 
itions to face the basic i ies involved in the War. They are three: the end 
ing of aggression and imperialist domination with restitution for the dispos 


sessed nations and minorities; disarmament; meeting the economic needs of all 


ions by reciprocal arrangements 
* * * * ne * * 
Our present } t t ire entirely in terms of our own trade interests 





lead either to war or a compromising assent to Japanese control in China. 


* ~ * * * * 

In the event of an alliance between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia the 
cry for a holy war would develop hysteria overnight. God is a more powerful 
sanction for modern mass slaughter than democracy. 


Mr. Jounson- I have an article entitled “Two Speeches by Kenneth 
Les] - 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the date of the article? 

Mr. Jounson. October-November 1942, the Protestant. The sub- 
ject of the article, The Second Front. 

This article was written after Hitler’s attack on Russia, and it was 
in accord with the Communist Party’s national campaign to compel 
America to go along W th Poviet Russia on the opening up ota second 


front in Europe. 


e 
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Mr. Kunzia. I have this document marked “Manning Johnson 
Exhibit No. 26.° Mr. Chairman, and I offer it into evidence at this 
point. 

Mr. Criarpy. It will be received. 

(The article entitled “T'wo Speeches by Kenneth Leslie” from the 
Protestant, October-November 1942, was received in evidence as Man 
ning Johnson Exhibit No. 26.) 


MANNING JOHNSON EXHIBIT NO. 26 
(The Protestant. October-November 10942. pp 47-—D0) 
Two SPEECHES BY KENNETH LESLII 


rHE SECOND FRONT 


In gangster film language Fascism is the crook district attorney who is using 


two gunmen from Murder, Inc. (the Japanese and German nationalists) to do 
the dirty heavy work on the modern liberal democratic world against which the 
Counter Reformation is aimed. After they have done their work they will be 
disavowed and double-crossed. Fascism plans to step in later on when the 
modern liberal democratic world is staggering from the attentions of the gun- 
men, and, strange as it may seem, to save the modern liberal democratic world 
from the gunmen—on one condition. The condition will be that it must renounce 
its modern ideas of liberalism, equality, democracy, and go back to the obedience, 
discipline, and authority of the pre-Reformation era 

In this connection you must certainly have noticed the strange concert of 
propaganda drives exalting the virtues of obedience and authority for our youth 
and decrying the lack of discipline in our youth rhat such propaganda was a 
libel on American youth has been amply proved by the magnificent discipline 
shown by American youth in the Army, in the Navy, in the factory, and in the 
merchant marine. This talk of discipline and obedience was brought here and 

lanted here with Fascist money—the same mouey that financed Hitler. in other 


words, to go back to the Fascist plan whose pattern grows clearer every day—you, 
ved by those who think they know what is best for you. 


the people, will be sa I 
You will not only be saved from Hitler- Murder, Ine., you will 
be saved from yourselves, the people I you ft people as the rulers of your 
selves are the only enemies of those who would rule you. It is as simple as that. 
In America the people rule themselves through their President, in England 
through their Prime Minister. They are very fortunate and very wise t 
have elected Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill as their deputies. Both of these 
men can be trusted. You can depend upon them. But can they depend upon 


you? You can depend upon them to do your will only if they can depend upon 
you to let them know what your will is. 

Many ask: Why bother Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt about the war? 
They know better about it than you can possibly know. They have access to 
facts of which, for strategic reasons, you cannot have Knowledge. They have 
at their elbows all the experts. They don’t need your advice. Such an ol 
jection is the objection of a Fascist. 

For, leaving aside the somewhat sensitive point about the experts (the ex 
perts haven’t fared at all well so far in this war), it is vital to the democratic 
cause that the democratic chiefs keep in touch with the people. And (follow 
this) it is vital to the Fascist cause that the democratic chiefs are kept out of 
touch with the people. That's why I say this is a Fascist objection. 

Fascists who literally swarm in the democracies, using democratic methods 
and democratic language and democratic protective coloration are putting 
pressure directly and indirectly, visibly and invisibly, on our democratic chiefs 
who many times cannot recognize it and can hardly protect themselves from it 
if they could recognize it, because it comes so well protected and in such legally 
regularized forms. 

Legal citizens with Fascist hearts bring this pressure twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week. They are the famous fifth column; they play for high 
stakes, no less than the undoing of the human gains of the past four hundred 

iFrom an address broadcast over WFIL, Philadelphia, August 3, 1942, ar 
the Philadelphia Protestant Associates 





909 52 pt. 8 —4 
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years; they are thrilled with the thrill of titanic destruction; they have waited 
long and hungrily for this great moment in which they will carry out the ana- 
thema against tolerance. 

Not only do American and British citizens bri 
credited and befriended representatives in Britain and America of Fascist 
Spain and Fascist France and Fascist Finland also bring pressure. They bring 
pressure not only on our chiefs but upon us, the people, as well, confusing and 
bewildering us, but upon their own sorely tried people the Spanish, the French, 
the Finnish, who see us entertaining and befriending the representatives of 


Fascist power in those unhappy lands. They wonder why we have taken de- 


livery of these Fascists in the first place, and why, now that they are known 


ig this pressure but the ac- 








and ticketed and catalogued, we do not invite them to leave 
The reas I say that our chiefs need pressure is that they get pressure from 
the other side to keep these agents here and if they could receive a little pres- 


sure from us who want them out of here, they would be sent out of here. Our 


chiefs are not supermen, not fuehrers, just our own deputies, and they very 
much depend on popula 





r agitation for every move they make 


No I have mentioned the friendship, the anomolous friendship, the em- 
barrassing friendship we retain for Fascists who are supposed to be our 
enemies, and I have not yet mentioned the topic named for these remarks. 


Namely, the second front, which should perhaps better be called simply our 
share of the war 

The Russians are doing their share. This is admitted, even by their enemies. 

admitted by those who call themselves friends of Russia but who look 

on Russia only as a convenience and who inwardly hope that she won’t become 

such a great convenience that she will prove to be an inconvenience. The Rus- 


— 
L 
t 


sians are, in fact, fighting the Germans. This much is accepted. The Rus- 
sians have suffered heavy losses in men, land and mate Five million men, 


600 thousand square miles of land (equal to the land in England, Germany and 











France), thre irters of its mineral production and the Ukraine wheatlands. 
This was in August.] 

More than 50 n on Russians now live under the swastika. 

These terrible losses may be taken lightly in this country. They muy in 
wardly I rt cert: haters the land of socialism. But they are nothing 

s than stark trage » the Russian people How can we ask them to 
nderstand our friendsh for Mannerheim of Finland ho adds the weight 
f } Fascist army to their already unbearable woes? 

C not see the Russian soldier, the Russi: , shaking his head 
slowly fro side to side and saying to himself: “S Second Front. 
So lk of a second fron ‘ ve iow is this? only is there no 
econd nt * * not only have we to bear the weight of the whole Nazi army 
but the Finnish army as well Chey say they can’t open a second front. They 
Sy 1t to but can’t What is it then that makes them support the 





Fint nt nst us by recognizing the Finnish Government, long ago 
d hand and foot to the Nazi scorpion? 
i see how these questions are all part of the same question. Fascism 
world movement A world conspiracy, woven in one pattern, of one 
cloth I'ntil we, the people, see this, we are lost, and rhetoric cannot save us. 
N ven the noble rhetoric of Henry Wallace. 
We do not yet see it 
problem of the opening of the second front is one part of the whole 
blem of the world anti-Fascist war which is still not being made. We are 


ng the gunmen while entertaining the crooked district attorney in our 


* and Hirohito, the killers, we shall not have helped 
‘ doing so we make any commitments to the polite 
listrict attorney Fascist who let them loose on us in the first place. 

With regard to the military aspects of opening a European land front 
a nst the axis, it naturally behooves a lavman to talk with diffidence and 
caution. Only the extreme urgency of the situation forces amateur opinion to 
express itself. As I have indicated, I do not believe it is skill we lack. It is will 
ve lack. And that is my chief concern here today. But even the most skillful 
professionals sometimes get so close to their problem that they lose their per- 
spective. Moreover, although they may think their politics does not influence 
them, it does. This political bias was clearly indicated when they predicted 
that Russia would fold up before the Nazi drive last year. This was the mili- 
tary eye blinded by the political eyeglasses. 
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So today I stress the political unity of Fascism whose agents and whose 
way of thinking are the unrecognized enemy in our midst and whose agents at 
least must be put out of our midst before we can save ourselves. It is true 
that there is a great risk in giving battle to the Nazis on European soil. We 
might be beaten. That is true of any battle. It is not the spirit in which the 
Russians fight. It is not the spirit in which the British Commandos fight. 
The Canadians will not open the second front in that spirit. They will go in 
to win. ‘Their commander, General MacNaughton, knows exactly what he is 
up against. Yet he and they are anxious to get over and get it over. This 
risk which opponents of giving battle fear, is courted gladly by those who will 
have to bear the risk. 

Hitler’s men, tougher, cockier than ever, if and when they turn West once 
more, having (the possibility must be faced) for the time being, stabilized 
their Eastern front, will let loose on the concentrated target of kngland, an 
attack which it is horrible to contemplate. Before that happens, before that 
can happen, before they get the jump on us (as they have done so sickeningly 
often) and slaughter our boys in their British camps, let those boys have a 
chance to show their stuff. 

Now is the time, while Hitler’s armies are caught deep in the Caucasus rat- 
trap, to spring the trap by opening the Western Front. 


Mr. Jonnson. I would like to show to the committee an article from 
the Protestant, June-July 1942, Whose Property Is This War? by 
Kenneth Leslie, in which he calls for the making of Timoshenko, the 
Russian military commander, commander in chief of the whole allied 
forces. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have this marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 
27,” Mr. Chairman, and offer it into evidence at this point. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(The article, Whose Property Is This War? from the Protestant, 
June—July 1942, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit 
No. 27.) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExuHinit No. 27 
(The Protestant, June-July 1942, p. 4) 
WHOSE Property Is TH1s WAR? 
By Kenneth Leslie 
TIMOSHENKO FOR ALLIED CHIEF 


If in the last war, the so-called great war, it became necessary to forge a uni- 
fied command under the chieftanship of Marshall Foch, it becomes all the more 
necessary in this war, because of its even more complicated nature and its global 
character, to achieve a similar single coordinating head. 

The people are watching very carefully the materialization of the promised 
second front. It could be opened just too late. It could be opened just too little. 
Big business is as yet not quite willing to gear its effort wholeheartedly with 
Russia, and therefore the gears of the global war are with monotonous repetition 
being stripped to the bone-crushing tune of too little, too late. 

Any projected second front, in order to be honestly effective, must be geared 
to the Russian front for both military and political reasons. 

For political reasons, because Russia is the only country without fifth and 
sixth columnists. In other words, Russia is where Hitler first found all-out 
resistance, and therefore the people of the world, while in nowise withholding 
their undying gratitude to the heroic defenders of Madrid and Chunking, must 
look upon Russia as the champion anti-Fascist fighter. 

For military reasons, because so far Russia alone has been able to speak the 
new military language of Germany, having learned it at a time when British 
and American military experts were still fumbling with its ABC’s. 

Since the fronts must be coordinated it appears elementary that the coordina- 
tion should be directed by the man most experienced in German war tactics and 
of most proven ability to cope with them: That is General Semyon Timoshenko, 
who would appear, therefore, to be the logical choice to head the Supreme Mili- 
tary Command of the United Nations. 
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Let Timoshenko fit the driving shaft to the tread of the allied war machine, 
and it will move smoothly and swiftly upon the Axis and will bury it deep in 
the bowels of the earth where its stench will fade from the memory of men. 

Mr. Jounson. I would like to give you also a quotation from the 
Protestant, December—January 1942. The subject is God’s Red Army, 

I quote: 

It is not because Russia has saved us that we thank God for the Red Army. 
It is not even because Russia has saved for us the opportunity to save ourselves. 
Indeed, it is not because of anything to do with us either individually or na- 
tionally. It is simply because of what Russia is and because of the quality of 
the Red Army itself, the spiritual quality of its soldiers, the way its soldiers 
feel toward its people, the way its soldiers feel toward their enemies—this is 
why listening to our inmost voice we hear ourselves thanking God for the Red 
Army. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have this document in hand, Mr. Chairman, and 
offer it as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 28 into evidence. 

Mr. C1 arpDY. It may be received. 

(The quotat ion “God’s Red Army,” from the Protestant, December- 
January 1942, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit 
No. 28.) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExuisitT No. 28 
(The Protestant, December-January 1942, pp. 2 and 3 
Gop’s Rep ARMY 


‘Timoshenko”—Passicord to Sanity 

“Russia has shown wisdom in the distinction she consistently and conspicu- 
ously draws between Hitlerite Germany and the German people.”—BISHOP OF 
CHICHESTER 





“Our Red Army men know what they are defending. They are defending the 
youngest country in the world, the land of youth. We are the first in the world 
to construct a society based not on greed but on the cult of labor, on creative 

ivity, on human solidarity 

“We defend the land of real culture against barbarism. Dr. Goebbels once 
Said: “Tl printed word naust s me.” Our reply was to publish Goethe’s 
Ww Ss (00,000 ¢ n eight nguages. 

I saw German fascists hu itil irenchmen in Paris In Warsaw they 
des ed the onument of the great Polish poet Mickiewicz; in our country his 
po Ss al published in hundreds of thousands of copies In our country 
Kirghiz actors come to Moscow Jubilees of Armenian and Georgian poets are 
‘elebrated throughout our land It would never occur even to a hooligan to 

end anyone because of his nationalif: 

Our youth is defending the great cultural heritage of Russia against the 
maniacs who measure genius and heart by the shape of the skull Our youth 
is fighting our land, for our rty. They are fighting also for the liberty 

the world. They are fighting for human dignity. They are fighting for the 


rights of Paris, desecrated b the executioners, for the University of Prague, 
r pr Norway, for the huts of the Serbs, for the Acre polis a 
—ILYA EHRENBOURG. 


It is not because Russia has saved us that we thank God for the Red Army. 
It is not even because Russia has saved for us the opportunity to save ourselves 
Indeed, it is not because of anything to do with us either individually or 
tionally 

T¢ ft 


It is simply because of what Russia is and because of the quality of the Red 
Army itself, the spiritual quality of its soldiers, the way its soldiers feel toward 
ts people, the way its soldiers feel t ward their enemies, This is why, listening 
‘innermost voice, we hear ourselves thanking God for the Red Army. 
fact there are those who put it the other way around: they thank the 
Russians for renewing their faith in a God they had begun to doubt. One writes: 
“They have sure pulled me out of some tough spots. My circle of wolves is 
small and for that very reason close and ready. When things look black I say 
a word to myself, ‘Timoshenko.’ It is a password to sanity.” 
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This is so true. There are many dark spots on this dark earth which the 
sacrificial blood of these selfless Soviet soldiers has brightened and redeemed. 

The Vansittarts and the Duff Coopers of England who repeat the old anti- 
terman racism to cover their own race egotism should stand in shame before 
the armed citizens of the Soviet. For the Soviet men spurn such criminal 
stupidity and regard the German soldiers as their temporarily misguided brothers. 

So too the American racist, curbed by the words and actions of that bravely 
wise woman, Eleanor Roosevelt, may study to advantage his new ally. 

There are some things he must learn from his Russian brother in arms if 
both are to live in one world, not white, nor colored, but human. It would be 
embarrassing for an American to find himself talking about “the yellow bastards” 
and to turn around and find a Red soldier reproving him for his fascist mentality. 

“Remember Pearl Harbour” is a poor slogan for the eifort of this nation 
Those who are acting on this slogan and those it took such a slogan to unite are 
those who fight only on the lowest level, the level of mere survival. Surely we 
ean do better than this. 

“Remember Chungking” for instance would mean that we remembered the 
10,000 “Pearl Harbours” we made possible in China during the four years we 
dispensed oil and junk to the perpetrator of those 10,000 “Pearl Harbours.” A 
long way it is to the lost and buried and forgotten conscience of our Western 
World. But best of all might be “Remember our humiliating exclusion of the 
Japanese.” We can only be forgiven our trespasses if we remember that we 
trespassed. 

Mr. Jounson. I would like also to submit to you an article from the 
Protestant, April 1939; the subject, “Why Not Be Fair to the Soviet 
Union?” by Jerome Davis. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That, I assume, to further identify it, is just another 
twist in the party line. 

Mr. Jounson. Yes. I specifically wish to call the attention of the 
committee to the last 5 paragraphs. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I have this document marked “Manning Johnson Ex- 
hibit No. 29,” and I offer it into evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit 
No. 29, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(The article, Why Not Be Fair to the Soviet Union? from the 
Protestant, April 1939, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson 
exhibit No. 29.) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExuHrsit No. 29 


(The Protestant, April 1939, pp. 57 and 58) 
Wuy Nor Be FAIR To THE SOVIET UNION? 
[Excerpt] 

By Jerome Davis 


Christianity has for nearly two thousand years proclaimed its high ideals to 
the world. The Sermon on the Mount, if it was actually carried out would 
shatter and supersede our existing capitalistic system. Yet after two thousand 
years we still have lynchings in the United States, gross exploitation of labor, 
and even shootings in the back of innocent workers by the state. 

Communism has perhaps come nearer to bringing in equality and justice for 
the common working class in twenty years than the Czar’s Christianity had in 
centuries. Let us recognize then that given another hundred years Russia may 
make some progress towards more freedom of expression. She may perhaps 
modify her drastic treatment of opponents. At least as Christians confronted 
with the horrible crimes of wars supported in the name of Christianity we can 
hardly afford to throw stones. 

Strange as it may seem the Soviet Union has a more consistent peace record 
than any other nation. It has offered completely to disarm to any point on which 
the other nations can agree. It is the Christian nations that have blocked dis- 
armament. 
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Her successes have come because she has struggled to abolish exploitation and 
bring in justice for the working class of the world. In doing this she has met 
with violence from the so-called Christian forces and her philosophy is to meet 
Violence with violence, if that is necessary. 

Nothing that has here been said is intended to imply that no serious evils exist 
within the Soviet Union, but rather that in the endeavor to bring about inter- 
national peace and good will, we ought at least to understand one another. Those 
who genuinely understand the Soviet Union will go back to their own countries, 
determined to do all in their power to end exploitation and bring about justice 
at home before they begin to throw stones abroad. 


Dr. Jerome Davis, who taught for thirteen years at the Yale Divinity School, 
is again taking a very select group to Europe this summer for the Bureau of 
University Travel. The group will visit eleven countries, interviewing the 
leaders in the governments as well as taking in the major points of interest. 

Last summer, in London, the group met with Malcolm McDonald, British 
Minister of Colonies ; spent an evening with Professor Harold Laski of the London 
School of Economics; conferred with the well-known author, G. D. H. Cole; and 
heard the Foreign Minister, Lord Halifax. 

The total cost of the trip, New York to New York, is $695, including all 
expenses. 

The cooperative movement will be studied in Denmark and Sweden. 

All those interested should write immediately to Dr. Davis at 489 Ocean 
Avenue, West Haven, Connecticut, for further information, since the number 
who can go is limited. 





Mr. Jonwnson. I have one further amazing example, Mr. Clardy, 


that I would like to give to the committee. It purports to be a letter 
from one Daniel James, theoretically a sailor in the United States mer- 
chant marine, written to Christ, dated Murmansk, U. S. S. R., May 
10, 1942. This is a photostat from the Protestant, pages 38 and 39 in 
the October-November issue of 1942. The article purports to show 
that all is milk and honey in Russia, and that in Russia is the new 
rebirth of freedom and religious purity such as is associated with 
Christianity. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Mr. Chairman, I have this document. in my hand 
marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 30,” and I offer it in evidence 
at this time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received, even though it is almost a sacrilege 
to bring it into the record. 

Mr. Kunzic. It certainly is. 

(The article from the Protestant, October-November 1942. appear- 
ing on pages 38 and 39, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson 
exhibit No. 30.) 

MANNING JOHNSON Exursit No. 30 


(The Protestant, October-November 1942, pp. 38 and 39) 


MEDITATION AT MURMANSK 


Daniel James was on the “Lahaina” when she was torpedoed in the Pacific, 
spent 10 days in an open boat before reaching land, immediately shipped on 
another boat to Murmansk. That boat was bombed continuously for 10 days by 
German airplanes. It was after this experience and while Murmansk was under 
hourly bombing that the following letter was written. 

Murmansk, USSR 
May 10, 1942 
Drar CHRIST: 

After your death new continents and lands were discovered. Cities grew and 

man’s mind grew with them, and learned to comprehend many of nature’s mys- 


teries. 
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Great churches made of carved stone and stained glass, small humble churches 
of wood and clay, and the church out in the clearing with a stump for a pulpit, 
they were all used as places to pass on to others your teachings. They called it 
Christianity after you. Man today, however, is still pretty much the man you 
knew. Christianity, since your time, has been through hard straits as well as 
periods in which it flourished. In some countries it became too powerful; all 
meaning and thought behind your teachings was lost, and in your name, Jesus, 
fraud, lies, murder, promotion of schemes to rob honest men of their bread and 
to keep them ignorant, promotion of schemes to create war and betrayal, they 
were all committed in your name. Millions of good people have been deceived by 
the Church. ‘Through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ * * *,” an expression 
it uses; behind those words plans that made poor working men starve and inno 
cent children to learn evil and hatred, were veiled. 

My home is in America, a relatively new country, one that was discovered 
only 400 years ago. Tonight, and for a little while, I’m living in Soviet Russia, 
a land 5,000 miles from home. The whole world is at war now. Twenty-five 
years ago the world was in another war. When the dust of battle had cleared 
the world looked and saw a new Russia, one in which there was no church 


I was taught to believe that this lan f Russia was a pit of hell, in which men 
starved, children walked in bare feet, and women were reduced to the level 
of some gear in one of our new machines. It was a Godless country in which 


people walked the streets with sad and hungry faces 
The teachers, the newspapers, and friends did not tell me the truth It is 
a Godless country in that the Church is not recognized as it is in other places 


and your name is not used as a screen for evil. These people call their gov- 
ernment Communism In vour doctrine I see a marked similarity to the con- 
stitution of these people. You, Christ, were the first to really preach the brother- 
hood of man. You were the first Communist. There have been many real Com 
munists since your time. They were individuals. Here the great masses are 


composed of Communists. A woman is as good as a man here. One was the 


Captain of a ship that came in today. Another is directing the men who are 
unloading the ships. The people have the necessities of life such as food, a 
home, and clothing. Luxuries they lack because of the war. All walk and work 
with determination as though they were going someplace and had a real job 
to do, one that is their own, one affecting themselves. There is singing and 
laughter such as one would find among a contented people. All in all, one can 
say that these people have something to live for and they know it. 

The rest of the world has been taught and bred to hate Communism and to 
associate the word with savagery, butchery, barbarism, hunger, and human de 
gradation. And the very word implies man living with man as brother living 
with brother. 

Well, Jesus, I’ve written about enough. I just thought that you would like 
to know that since your death, while you have been crucified in many countrie; 
and on many pulpits, far worse than that time on Calvary Hill, your spirit has 
been reborn in a great people whether consciously or unconsciously. They do not 
speak of you nor is your name mentioned All vou have is the great happiness 
of seeing carried out your principles of brotherhood and justice among men on 
earth. May the rest of the world’s workers lift up their eyes to Russia 


So long, 





DANIEL JAMES 
Sailor in the U. 8. Merchant Marine. 

Mr. Jounson. I would like to submit to the committee an article in 
the Protestant entitled “Poison Well and the Dean’s Book.” in which 
they advocate all ministers should read the dean’s book: that i , the 
Red dean, Hewlett Johnson, entitled, “The Soviet Power.” 

Mr. Kunzia. I have this document marked “Manning Johnson 
Exhibit No. 31,’ Mr. Chairman. I now offer it into evdence at this 
time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 

(The article, Poison Well and the Dean’s Book, from the Protestant. 
was received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 31.) 
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MANNING JoHNSON Exursit No. 31 
(The Protestant, October-November 1941, pp. 10 and 11) 


PorsoN WELL AND THE DEAN’s BooK 


Our ministers are one of our important opinion-making groups. They get 
their information necessarily and much of their viewpoint from newspapers and 
magazines and books. 

When the news is poisoned at the source, as for instance the news of Russia 
has been poisoned at the source during the past 20 years, the result is that our 
ministers all innocently and unwittingly have been giving their people false news 
and views. 

That is why we have recommended that the Dean's book, The Soviet Power, be 
read. The chief cry against the Dean’s book is that it leaves out the dark side 
of the Russian picture—the ruthless purges, for instance, of those the Russians 
said were traitors but our organs of news and views said were simply anti- 
Stalinists. 

Now, criminally late, along comes Joseph E. Davies, who was American ambas- 
sador to Russia and who attended the treason trials in person. He confesses in 
the American Magazine (Dec.) he was wrong about them. He says he “missed 
the boat.” He says they were treason trials. He says that through them the 
traitors and fifth columnists were weeded out in time. He says this is “the real 
story behind the Russian purges—and one of the chief explanations for the 
magnificent Russian resistance to the Nazi juggernaut.” 

So those who have been hiding the Dean’s book behind the bookcase can bring 
it out into the open now and read aloud the liberating truth that is init. It has 
sold well over a million copies although this is not mentioned in the best seller 
lists. Read it. Passiton. It clears the fog of the past two decades. It shows 
us Russia and it shows us ourselves. We will send you a bundle of 20 copies for 
the very low price of $1. 


Mr. Jounson. I would like to offer to the committee for their 
consideration a letter written by Anna Louise Strong to the editor 
of the Protestant, in the October-November 1941, edition. Anna 
Louise Strong, as you know, was editor of the Moscow News and was 
for years one of the most active agents for the Communist Inter- 
national. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes; we have considerable evidence in our records 
about her. and so do other committees. 

Mr. Doytr. Was her father Josiah Strong, a preacher? 

Mr. Jounson. Her father was a minister, I think, somewhere out 
in Nebraska. 

Mr. Kuwzic. I have this document marked “Manning Johnson Ex- 
hibit No. 32,” Mr. Chairman, and offer it into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The letter written by Anna Louise Strong in the Protestant, Oc- 
tober-November 1941, was received in evidence as Manning Johnson 
Exhibit. No. 32.) 

MANNING JOHNSON ExHIBIT No. 32 


uw 


(The Protestant, October-November 1941, pp. 105 and 106) 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


I was delighted to read in this morning’s paper of the statement that 1,000 
Protestant clergymen have made about the U.S. S. R. 

I wonder whether you are aware of the extent to which the whole question 
of religious freedom is especially being used by the Vatican to force the country 
open to its missionaries. * * * Ever since the Tsar fell, and the Orthodox 
Church lost its strong political-religious head, the Vatican has hoped to annex 
the Orthodox Church. It has been training large numbers of priests especially 
for the purpose ; some of them are already in the German-occupied areas. They 
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have a centuries-old dream of uniting the two great “Catholic” branches: of the 
faith under Rome. 

What prevents them is the fact that Soviet law grants freedom of “worship” 
to the individual but no freedom of “propaganda” to the hierarchy; it does not 
allow foreign missionaries to come in. Soviet citizens may worship as they 
like, and their right to so worship is implemented by granting them the free use 
of church buildings, etc., etc. However, the legal ownership of these buildings 
is vested in the municipality, and not in the hierarchy; citizens get them in 
pursuance of their “right to worship” as citizens, and not as a result of any 
particular brand of faith. 

Therefore the Soviet property law acts as a decentralizing influence on the 
church, and prevents any hierarchy from using its control of property to 
enforce control of creed. This was from the first the chief cause of the fight 
between Kremlin and Vatican. * * * Today, the Vatican wants the right to 
send in missionaries, maintain parochial schools, etc. * * * A very small use 
of funds and personnel would “revive” a lot of rather moribund old churches, 
whose congregations find it hard to support their priests. Their pressure, plus 
outside world pressure, might even be used to revoke the property law and give 
the Vatican control of buildings. 

You will note that the Archbishop of Canterbury is not pushing the crusade 
for religious freedom. The Church of England has good fraternal relations 
with the Orthodox Church and doesn’t want these complicated by a sudden influx 
of high-powered missionaries and funds from Rome. 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG, 


New York, N. Y 


[We are glad to have this word from Anna Louise Strong, but must correct its 
correction slightly. She says that “Soviet law grants freedom of ‘worship’ to 
the individual but not freedom of ‘propaganda’ to the hierarchy.” Not only from 
the hierarchy does the Soviet law withhold freedom of propaganda but from anti- 
hierarchical (even antiecclesiastical) Baptists, most of whom are devoted sup- 
porters of the Soviet regime. There may be a reason for this, but of the fact 
there can be no doubt. 

I recently spoke to a large meeting of Armenians in New York. These Armen- 
ians were all small merchants and therefore not sympathetic to communism. 
Yet there was unanimity among them in the conviction that the Armenian 
Church was flourishing in Soviet Armenia. This state of affairs was attributed 
by the speakers (including an Archbishop) to the fact that their church is in 
no degree involved in political ambitions.—K,. L.] 

Mr. Jounson. I have another article here from the Protestant 
which gloats over the passage of the atomic power from the West to 
the East and is smug over the fact that Russia stole the atomic bomb, 
and the article speaks also in favor of Mao against the United States. 
It is in the January—February—March issue of 1950 of the Protestant, 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I have this document in my hand and have it marked 
“Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 33,” and I now offer it in evidence, 
Mr. Chairman, at this time. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(The article from the Protestant, January—-February—March 1950, 
was received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 33.) 


MANNING JOHNSON EXHIBIT No. 33 
(The Protestant, January—February—March 1950, vol. VIII, No. 6, pp. +6) 
TITO AND THE BALANCE OF POWER 


Louis Adamic is one of the returning travelers from Yugoslavia (he is a native 
Yugoslav) who have become champions of Tito in his defection from the Russian 
side of the world struggle. 

In his paper Trends & Tides Adamic says he tried to get into Russia and told 
the Russian officials that he wanted to visit the Soviet Union before going any- 
where else because “in the making of peace her responsibility was equal to 
America’s.” Yet Adamic admits that the Unites States is “the world’s greatest 
power.” Power carries responsibility. The greater the power the greater the 
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responsibility. Therefore Russia’s responsibility in the making of peace cannot 
be equal to America 

Another admission by Adamic: “* * * without her (U. S. S. R.’s) existence 
Communists could not have so much as dreamed of a revolution in Yugoslavia.” 

An even more primary fact should be faced: The Soviet Union has been in a 
state of siege through the whole of her existence right down to the date on which 
you read these words. True, her influence and power have grown through the 
years. She is however, even with China and the bomb, not yet strong enough to 
balance the world coalition against her. 

When that day of balance arrives, and not before then shall we have the 
conditions necessary to begin to make order in the world. These conditions will 
be such a close approach to equality, industrial and military, between the two 
power blocs that one side will not be tempted to attack the other. 

Since at present the preponderance of power is on the American side it is 
obvious that the cause of peace is set back by each further accession of power to 
that side. That is why the defection of Tito to the American side is such a blow 
to peace. 
For we are still living in an era of power politics in which unhalance or pre- 
pond: rance of 


if war : 





e power group is latent war. Our destruction of iliroshima was 
ainst Russia, to push her out of the Pacific Our seizure of the 
Pacific bases was an act of war against Russia, the act of a power so awe-inspiring 
that the rest of the world, including Russia, opened its mouth and said nothing. 

The defeat of Germany, Italy, and Japan and the Civil War in China left great 
power vacuums, The allies of Russia, suddenly turned enemies, tried to fill these 
vacuums. Up to date they have control of Italy, Japan, and two-thirds of 
Germany. China they missed out on, but it will take time for China to get 
herself industrially organized. So that preponderance of power as of this instant 
remains with the American coalition. 

In other words Russia is not yet free from her state of siege. Her enemies 
are quick to take advantage of any opening. Their aim is clear. It is called 


an act ¢ 





containment It is real elimination—destruction. Their organizations of 
espionage are constantly on the lookout for weak spots in the ring of Russia’s 
friendly nations. They prepare sabotage and defection. They bribe. They 
corrupt Chey stir up counterrevolution. 


It was Chesterton who said that the principal objection to a quarrel is that it 


interrupts an argument It is too bad that the United Nations Assembly could 
not be the scene of an argument between Vishinsky and the Yougoslav Bebler. 
But the premise of such an argument has been undermined. The premise of 
argument is mutual respect. The Russian people respect the Yugoslav people, 
but they cannot respect a regime which Truman and Bevin are using against 
Russia, the only bulwark defending that same Yugoslavia from counterrevolution 
and conquest by Capitalism! 


TWO JUSTICES 


The war today is a war between two justices. One is Capitalist and the 
other is Communist. One calls itself Christian and holds property sacred. ‘The 
other calls itself materialist and holds human beings sacred. The war between 
these two is seen clearly in Italy where peasants are taking away property from 
big landowners and dividing it up among themselves. This is the ending of a 
long and fruitless argument. This is a difference resolved by force. 

And right here the same thing should be noticed that Adamic noticed about 
Yugoslavia and that Mao Tse-tung proclaimed about China. This thing could 
not have happened unless the Soviet had built a hacklog of power behind it. 
Here is an example, one of many, of how the moral power of the Soviet Union 
is growing. The Gasperri government is moving to relieve land hunger in Italy 
in answer to the moral challenge of Communism. 

This kind of thing is happening all over the world. Right here in Americ: 
there is a recent quickening of a long-lapsed movement to redress color discrim- 
ination In this movement we are being forced by world public opinion to answer 
the challenge of the Communist victory over color discrimination. We say: 
Christianity theoretically knows no color discrimination, Shall we allow Com- 
munists to be better Christians than we are and to shame us before the 
non-Christian world? 

So we are morally paced by the Communists ! 

The same thing will some day happen to our “property justice” which protects 
the exploitation of labor for profit. This too will go on the defensive when the 
news gets out that people can enjoy life without exploiting each other. When 
this happens the war will be at an end. 
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But today there is only force majeure, call it bullying if you like. Vishinsky 
said, “I hit you with facts, you hit me with votes.” At last, however, one of 
Vishinsky’s facts talked the language that bullies understand: Russia joined 
the ranks of the atomic powers. We have dealt with the meaning of that event 
in another place. 

It takes time for events to work out their meaning. And no one can predict 
exactly how they will work out The important thing is to hold fast to the basic 
realities. In a world struggle such as is going on today, in which for the first 
time in recorded history there is a real chance for a great revolution to resist 
the tides of counterrevolution and “stay put,” there is no room for any individual, 
nation, or regional group of nations to put its fate above the fate of the world. 

Let us never forget that the infant Spanish Republic was murdered in its 
cradle before the Soviet Power had tempered her steel in a terrible war and had 
become a great world power 

Capitalist “civilization” sided with the murderers, took the risk of helping 
them perpetrate their crime because Russia at that time was in no pos m 
to prevent it If you ask Mao 'T'se-tung why the Capitalist nations didn’t do 
the same job on the Chinese Republic, he will tell you that it was because the 
Soviet power was absent from no battle of the Chinese Revolution, no skirmish 
however small. Not by sending soldiers or arms, but by being in the world, a 
strong threat to the political abortionists 

It is Soviet Power which protects the integrity of Poland and the other peo- 
ple’s governments today. It is Soviet Power which no whit less protects the 
Yugoslavs, as too it protects China and all the revolutionary peoples of Asia. 
The United States is, as Walter Lippmann says, “not in a position to overthrow 
Mao Tse-tung * * * to defend Hong Kong or to seal the borders of Indochina, 
Siam, and Burma, * * * Any attempt on our part to rely on military power— 
particularly when we cannot exercise it in the area concerned—can result only 
in the destruction of our influence.” 

There it is from a conservative who keeps his head on his shoulders. Don’t 
interfere where you can’t interfere. But he doesn’t quite come clean with the 
why. That “why” is Soviet Power, the same ‘“‘why” the new Chinese Republic is 
born and thrives. That is what Mao says. 

Perhaps it is not too late for the Yugoslavs to realize their mistake in letting 
go of the rock on which they founded their federation. Somehow, at whatever 
cost, they must get back there where they started. 


Mr. Jounson. That ends that part of it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let the record show we shall recess at this point until 
9:30 a.m. tomorrow. 

(Whereupon, at 4: 22 p. m., the hearing recessed to 9: 30 a. m. Tues- 
day, July 14, 1953.) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW YORK CITY AREA—PART 8 


(Based on Testimony of Manning Johnson) 


TUESDAY, JULY 14, 1953 


Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10 a. m., in room 225-A, Old House 
Office Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Kit Clardy presiding. 

Committee members present: Re spresent: itives Kit Clardy and Clyde 
Doyle. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. All right. 


TESTIMONY OF MANNING JOHNSON—Resumed 


Mr. Jonnson, I have here an article in my hand from the Protestant 
entitled “God and Starvation—a True Story by Cedric Belfrage.’ 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that the same Cedric Belfrage who appeared ‘before 
this committee in New York in May of this year and took the fifth 
amendment, refusing to answer questions as to whether he had given 
espionage material to the Russians during the war as charged by 
Elizabeth Bentley in public testimony ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. Yes. 

Mr. CLarpy. May I interject? AsI recall, we asked him some ques- 
tions about his writing in the magazine in question, the Protestant, 
and I think he took the fifth amendment on that also. 

Mr. Kunzig. Mr. Chairman, I have that in my hand, a photo- 
static copy of the article, entitled, “God and Starvation—a True 
Story,” marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 34,” and I ask that 
same be admitted into the record. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It will be received. 

(The article, God and Starvation—a True Story, from the Prot- 
estant was received in evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit No. 34.) 


1 Released by the full committee. 
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MANNING JOHNSON ExHIBIT No 34 


(The Protest int, Uctl r—November 1941, pp 66-75) 


(By Cedric Belfrage) 
Hefner went away.” 





{Condensed from t chapters of South of God, the Life of Claude Williams, 
by Cedric Be rE Modern Age, New York | 
but it’s my job to n er to all peopl I can’t take sides.” 
oe n't ( see that } sou ( silence you are t ) S g? Niding with 
u ( l pr ert 1 j j \ irene stood?” 
» » * + * a 
1 ke in I t Si Ar Relief workers there had been getting 
nd averaged 2 or 3 days’ work a week. Some were only doing 
12 irs a week. The funds to create these jobs cat from Washington, but the 
i oO h work was in tl hands of State authorities, under a 
g sa plante | e authorities had advised Washington that 
s s did not ed a elief as northern workers; they were 
used wearing less and eating less. The rate of pay had to be fixed so low that it 
could empt t n slaves away from the plantations. And now the 
miners ion Col ict Ss about to expire ind vas planned to cut their 
wages again ut in order to force the miners to take tl cut, relief-work pay 
! » be reduces The relic rkers we told they would now receive 
~UV instead of 30 cents an hou It was the last straw, and they declared a 
strike 
‘ ke leader was miner named Horace Bryan was a Govern- 
nie official there appointed to investigate destitution in the State. This man’s 
n Ke Claude Williams of the Presbyterian Church 
Bryan one day went to the jail to demand release of a striker who had been 
illeg arrested. Instead of releasing the striker they locked Bryan up with 


On the day before Bryan’s trial Claude led a great hunger march through 
Negroes, Mexicans, and Indians marched 
behind him singing hymns. The people of property in Fort Smith watched the 
faces of the marchers as they went by singing, and smelled trouble. The faces 
of the marchers said they were hungry even more plainly than the banners they 
carried, but the people of property saw only a band of cutthroats menacing law 
and order It looked like revolution, and the word tightened the lips and 
rts of all good citizens. 

The court w so jammed for the trial of Bryan that the architect of the 
court house was called in to announce it might collapse if some people did not 
leave. Nobody left. Nearly all the people in the court were strikers. They sat 
very quiet and silent. To ease the tension the judge offered some humorous 
and sarcastic remarks, but nobody laughed. Sweat beaded his flat brow and he 
sing uneasy. Claude was summoned as a witness, but was put on 





the stre¢ of Fort Smith. Whites, 





hardened the hea 








e 





looked ine1 
trial as if he were accused with Bryan. 

The judge seemed to feel the atmosphere was not right for passing sentence 
on Bryan, and the verdict was postponed over the weekend. Bryan was allowed 
free on bail. After the session Claude applied to the judge for permission 
to hold a Sunday afternoon service for the strikers there in the court house. 

“TI know it’s an unusual request, Judge,” he said, “but it would give these 
people something to do to prevent violence. It is bitter cold outside and they 
have nowhere else to go. It would keep the struggle on a high ethical basis.” 

“You can keep your struggle on a high ethical basis in the ball park,” said the 
judge. “But I’d advise you to leave these men alone.” 

Claude held his service in the ball park. It was not actually freezing, but the 
great crowd of strikers who came to worship and hear Claude preach were soon 

e with cold, for they were half naked. The sheriff, mayor, and judge came 


r 
ylu 
with detectives and policemen and stood on the crowd’s edge, snugly overcoated. 
The strikers, white and black and brown, prayed and sang together. The re- 
spectable ministers of Fort Smith had refused to attend the service, but five 
lowly lay preachers cooperated with Claude. 
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A Negro preacher led the people in prayer. Claude preached on the text: 
“Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel that they 
go forward.” He said that it was the strikers’ unshaken solidarity, not the fear 
of violence, that was giving the respectable citizens of Fort Smith the jitters. 
After the service he tried to speak to the sheriff and police to make them under- 
stand the peaceful intentions of the strikers. They walked away and would 
not speak to him. 

Next afternoon another hunger march was arranged. The strikers planned to 
meet for prayers in a field on the edge of the city, then march across town. In 
the morning the mayor sent a message that there must be no march. 

There was in effect a declaration of martial law. The strikers sent word back 
to the mayor: “This is America. Wecan march. If there is any law against it 
it is unconstitutional.” 

The mayor telephoned that gas bombs would be thrown to disperse any march, 
and hoses would be turned on the people. Claude replied that they would all be 
glad to take a bath together. The mayor said: “If this march is attempted, there 
will be bloodshed. There will be murder.” 

Then Claude telephoned the police, telling them the route of the march and the 
number of marchers, and asking for protection. The mayor, he said, had 
threatened violence, but there would be no violence from the marchers. They 
intended to shed no blood. 

“There isn’t going to be any march,” the police chief said. 

“We're going to attempt it.” 

“And we'll attempt to break it up.” 

“That is probably to be expected.” 

The strikers assembled, and Claude spoke to them from an improvised plat- 
form, on which an American flag had been placed. 

A poor preacher led the people in prayer. As they stood with bowed heads, a 
line of police cars drew up. The police chief with some men charged on to the 
platform, pushing the prayer leader and Claude to the ground, and knocking the 
flag askew. 

“Watch out for that flag!’ said Claude 
! It’s you I want. 


“To hell with the flag! 

Claude urged the strikers: under no circumstances, whatever might be done to 
them, must they let themselves be provoked. If the hose was turned on them 
they must walk right through it. They must not carry so much as a pocketknife. 

Claude, Bryan, and the others were piled into a police car filled with guns and 
gas bombs. A policeman was clutching Claude with trembling fist as if he were 
some dangerous criminal. 

At the jail the men who had been arrested for praying on the public street to 
the God of the poor asked to see the warrants for their arrest. The police officials 
looked at them as if to warn them this was no time for the funny stuff, and put 
them into cells. 

Claude and Bryan were in a 14-by-10 foot cell with 6 others who introduced 
themselves as Mike Chibuski, Dennis Rome, Frank and Demas Ray, Jack Brown, 
and Jimmie Reynolds. The boys were already used to jail routine and passed 
the time playing poker and talking sex. One of them had syphilis and another 
had gonorrhea. 

In a corner was a nonflushable receptacle, encrusted and undisinfected, for 
the use of all the guests. Some of the bunks were bare and some had filthy, 
sour-smelling pads and blankets. Lying about the floor were tin cups and spoons 
which, Mike Ckhibuski said, were passed down through the years without cle 
ing. The floor was dirty and the unventilated cell was full of stifling dust. 

Later another guest arrived in the cell and reported what the boys were say- 
ing around town: that the vigis would be calling at the jail at 2 in the morning 
to take Claude and Bryan for a ride into Oklahoma. 

It sounded not improbable, but there was nothing they could do about it. 

Claude woke in the grey dawning and was surprised to find he was still there. 
Joyce was allowed to see him during the morning. She told him through the 
bars that their house had been raided during the night by the police who had 
warned her of worse to come. The whole city was a piece of tinder, she said, 
ready to flare up at the drop of a pink hat. People were acting as though pos 
sessed by devils. 

In the afternoon Bryan was taken to court and sentenced to 6 months and a 
$500 fine. Then Claude and the others were called and charged with barratry, 
and their bail set at $1,200 each. The judge managed to crack off several goud 
jokes during the brief business. 
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Bryan was put in another cell, and Claude felt alone and depressed. Joyce 
had said she would be back before evening and she had not come, and he kept 
thinking of the way the police had threatened her. His fears for her and the 
children combined with the uncertainty of his own position, wondering when 
the vigilantes might come to take him out for a ride, made sleep impossible. 

The dawn came grey and cold and he was still there. He had not slept at all 
and he felt dirty. He needed a shave, and in order to get it he had to let the jail 
barber use on him the same razor he had been using on the syphilitic. He was 
allowed to take a bath, without any towel, in a filthy bathroom. He complained 
of the conditions to the sheriff, but the sheriff looked oddly at him for a minute 
ind said he could not do anything. 

The day wore on. His attorney came with Joyce and said that during the 
night two of the relief workers who were trying to lead the strike had heen 
taken for a ride by masked men, and threatened with lynching. 

When he was brought into the courthouse the building was filled with a great 
crowd of overalled workers with dirty, weary, hungry faces. All the people 
who had gathered for the hunger march were there, and hundreds more. They 
covered the courthouse square and steps, filled the lobby and the staircase lead 
ing to the courtroom. Against the walls squatted Negroes and Indians, whv 
had been waiting since early morning to see their preacher. 

The sight of the great crowd lifted Claude’s spirit. The sheriff, whose breath 
was perfumed with whiskey, went through the press of Negroes and white trash, 
kicking them aside to make a lane. 

The courtroom was packed tight. The flat-headed judge, wearing a red tie, 
sat back in his chair and dribbled from the corners of his mouth. Forty or 
fifty vigilantes were packed in on either side of him. The jurymen were hard- 
bitten types, lean and vindictive looking. 

The preacher looked about to see if any of his fellow ministers had come, but 
he saw only Rabbi Teitelbaum sitting near the front. A quick look of under- 
standing passed between him and the rabbi, who was evidently suffering, aware 
of his impotence. 

The court would not try the group of arrested men together. Claude was 
taken first. He was public enemy No. 1 in Fort Smith. 

A feeling of calm settled upon him and that queer detachable part of himself 
flew up into the rafters and looked down impersonally on the scene, laughing. 
The trial was a buffoonery. The workers in the body of the court sat very still. 
The faces of the jurymen were hard like granite, except when the prosecuting 
attorney found some especially vile thing to say about Claude, when they nudged 
one another and grinned knowingly. The judge comfortable on his throne with 
the vigilantes about him, sneered humorous asides from time to time. 

Delighting in his role of defender of the faith against a devil in priest's 
clothing, the prosecuting attorney dramatized himself with shouts and stamping. 
There was little chance for Claude to say anything, but when he could, he 
answered the fantastic questions with dignity and wit. 

After 2 or 3 hours of it night had fallen, and there was a recess. One of the 
vigilantes walked up and down many times shaking his head and staring at 
Claude, as if to say: “We've got you where we want you now.” The workers 
crowded past him and stood 10 deep at the rail, reaching for the preacher’s hand 
and calling out: 

“Hi, Preacher! Good work! Keep it up.” 

Claude strolled inside the rail, shaking their hands and joking with them. 
Finally the judge banged his gavel and shouted humorously : 

“Reverend Doctor Mister Williams! Will you set down? These people have 
been mighty good so fur and I don’t want you stirring them up!” 

The court would not allow any relevant evidence at all to be presented. It 
might as well be gotten over with quickly without bringing others into it. 

No defense witnesses were called. The jury found him guilty of barratry 
in less than 10 minutes. He was sentenced to 90 days and a $100 fine. 

Claude appealed the case and went back to jail with the sheriff. There was 
nothing to do but wait for his bond to be raised and accepted. 

He had kept up his spirit in court, but the jail was beginning to get on his 
nerves. The dirt and the stink of excrement and the talk of some of his cell 
mates, degraded by brutish social forces, nauseated him. The thought of his 
children, who might be without food and certainly were in danger, would not 
leave him. 
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During the night a mad boy in the next cell began to do some extraordinary 
imitations of birds and animals. The prisoners yelled at him to stop, but he 
persisted, and finally Claude heard the jailers go in and beat him. The mad 
boy was silent after that, but it was impossible to sleep. The boy’s cries rang 
in his ears. 

As he had left the courthouse he had been able to sense the tension in the 
crowd; he had read the vigilantes’ faces and heard them muttering threats, and 
he knew they were liable to come any time. They might be afraid to lynch 
him because of the influential friends they knew he had outside the State, and 
because he was a minister. But if the mob frenzy were great enough, such 
considerations would not stop them. His life hung perhaps in a scales and 
it was just a question whether hysteria or caution tipped the balance. 

Another dawn, and Claude was still unlynched. He began to think this danger 
was passing and maybe soon he might be able to have some sleep. 

When he had been there 2 weeks and the authorities were still making dif- 
ficulties about bail, Claude decided to try and call the local ministers’ hand. He 
was a minister officially in good standing, shut up in a cell on a technicality of 
the law; a mere $1,200 bond stood in the way of his liberation; yet not one 
preacher of Christ in Fort Smith had so much as come to the jail. Rabbi Teitel- 
baum had come, he had heard, to ask whether bail had been arranged. Acecord- 
ing to Joyce, only one influential man in the rabbi’s congregation had been able 
to save him from violence which the citizens wanted to visit upon him for this 
action. Teitelbaum, the Jew, was risking much to act like a Christian. 

Claude asked his lawyers to call the ministers to the jail to see him. None 
came save Hefner, who as moderator of the Presbytery could not refuse the plain 
request. He was embarrassed at the meeting. He had never been inside a jail 
before and knew nothing of what went on. Claude asked him whether he could 
not help in the bonding matter without involving himself, 

“IT don’t know,’ Hefner said. “There are so many angles to it. I cannot 
sympathize with agitators. I don’t see what they hope to accomplish, striking 
against the Government when they are on charity. It isn’t a minister’s place to 
lead strikes and stir up hatred. He must be a friend to all.” 

“But we were in prayer when they arrested us. It was not we who stirred 
up trouble.” 

“Yes—but it’s my job te minister to all people. I can’t take sides.” 

“But don’t you see that by your very silence you are taking sides? Siding with 
wealth and property against the multitudes for whom the Nazarene stood?” 

Hefner went away. 

By the 18th day, with his friends outside still working feverishly to bail him 
out, the jail was getting Claude seriously down. The noises and smells were 
like knives cutting deep into his brain, and he could not keep the cell walls from 
closing in on him to crush him; the sensation was so sharp that he almost 
cried out, 

A drunk had been brought in that evening and, to add to the din, he was yelling 
a mad song. The jailer went to a woman’s cell, and everyone listened to the 
sound of the rubber hose on her body until her shrieks died away. 

It was the last night of Claude’s postgraduate course in the pain of the despised 
and rejected. They took the woman out on a stretcher in the morning, still un- 
conscious. Soon afterward Claude’s bail was paid and Joyce took him home, 

Legends about the Red preacher spread fast. <A Paris friend of Claude's came 
into Fort Smith some days later. He went to see the judge who had finally 
allowed the bond, and asked where Claude was 

“He’s gone,” the judge said. “We think he ought to be in hell, but we can’t do 
a thing to him. He’s got friends all over the world. I’ve a stack of telegrams 
that high on my desk from his friends all trying to meddle in Fort Smith affairs. 

* ’ * * ” * > 


Mr. Jounson. That is an article about Claude Williams whom | 
knew when I was a member of the Communist Party, as a Communist. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is the Reverend Claude Williams? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Kunzie. As long as we are on this subject, can you 
bit of information from your own personal knowledge about Rev. 
Claude C, Williams? 
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Mr. Jounson. Yes. Rev. Claude C. Williams was a member of the 
Communist Party during the period that Iwasa member. He organ- 
ized what was known as the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, 
an organization that was set up for the purpose of using the Scriptures 
as a means of inciting social rebellion; that is, the culling from the 
Scriptures of certain passages which could be interpreted to justify 
rebellion against the social system. 

He did that in a very devilish way in the sense that he tried to 
show that the Blessed Savior was a carpenter and a worker, and he 
rebelled against the conditions during His day, and that they should 
follow in His footsteps and rebel against social conditions in our day. 

In other words, he used the story of our Blessed Savior as a means 
to promote atheistic communism and revolution in the South and 
throughout the country. 

Mr. Crarpy. I have noticed that that same technique is being em- 
ployed or has been employed by a number of others who have had 
their works brought together by a gentleman I shall leave unnamed 
at this juncture in the hearing. 

Mr. Jounson. That is quite correct. 

I have here a copy of the Daily Worker, Friday, July 10, 1953, in 
which there is one of the most sacrilegious cartoons of our Blessed 
Savior I have ever seen, and this is the type of cartoon that Claude 
Williams used to use to illustrate his lectures. 

Mr. Cxarpy. It seems incredible that that would be printed as 
recently as 4 days ago, this present time. 

Mr. Jounson. That is in connection with the admission that many 
ministers have joined with them in the defense of Communists and 
the signing of petitions and sponsoring front organizations that were 
set up by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Criarpy. Am I not correct in saying that this is a copy of the 
cartoon that appeared in the first or early issue of the Protestant 
Digest or in connection with advertising that magazine? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not recall. 

Mr. Crarpy. The reason I ask is that the language beneath the 
picture—the picture may not be identical, but the language beneath 
it has a vague resemblance in my mind to something I have read about 
the things the Protestant used in advertising itself in some fashion 
or another in the early days, portraying Christ in the manner that you 
have indicated. 
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Daily Worker, New York, Friday. July 10. 1953 


Page § 


REWARD 


INFORMATION LEADING TO Tee APPREHENSION OF — 


Jesus Curist 


Wanteo - fon Sepition, Criminar ANARcry- 
VAGRANCY, And CONSPIRING TO OvERTHROW THE 
Estrasiusnen Government 


DRESSES POORLY, SAID To BE A CARPENTER BY TRADE, LL — 

NOURISHED, HAS VISIONARY IDEAS , ASSOCIATES with Common 
WORKING PEOPLE THE UNEMPLOYED AND BUMS. 
BELEIVED TO BE AVEW ALIAS! ‘Prince of Peace, Son oF 


ALUEN — 


Man’- LIGHT OF THE Wortp’ &c 2c PROFESSIONAL AGITATOR 


Rep BEARD, MARKS ON HANDS AND FEET THE RESULT OF 


INJURIES INFLICTED BY AN ANGRY MOB LED BY RESPECTABLE 
CITIZENS AND LEGAL AUTHORITIES . 
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Mr. Jonnson. Yes. Well, they do that in their articles. They use 
religion as a cover for the promot ion of antireligious and materialistic 
com mMunismM, 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I think even more interesting, Mr. Chairman, is the 
editorial, Freedom of Religion, on page 5 of the Daily Worker of 
Friday, July 10, 1953, just a few days ago, right next to the cartoon, 
which argues in favor of freedom of religion. This is indeed an odd 
argument coming from the mouth of the Daily Worker and from the 
mouth of the Communist leaders of America. The article states that— 

It will be a bad day for America and for America’s children and their chil- 
dre n’s children if the McCarthyite attack on the churches and the freedom of 
religious conscience is permitted to proceed. Fortunately, there is every indica- 
tion that the ministers will fight back. 

As a matter of fact, I think the record should show what an incredi- 
ble thing it is that this type of statement comes in an editorial from 
the Daily Worker, which has done everything possible to destroy reli- 
gion throughout the world; when the Daily Worker is in support of 
something, methinks we should question it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, of course, there is no doubt about the fact that 
one of the principal aims of the Communist Party is to destroy the 
church and all faith in God and in religion as such, but I am appalled 
to think that a newspaper of any kind would perpetrate such sacrilege 
as this cartoon. It is just beyond belief. I do not know how they 
can think or hope to convert people to their thinking when they have 
such things as this. I note, however, that this committee gets honor- 
able mention, as usual. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I should like to introduce this editorial and the cartoon 
as Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 35, and I now offer it into evidence, 
Mr. Chairman, at this time. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. It will be received. 

(The editorial, Freedom of Religion, and accompanying cartoon 
on p. 5 of the Daily Worker, Friday, July 10, 1953, were received in 
evidence as Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 35.) 


MANNING JOHNSON EXHIBIT No. 35 
(Daily Worker, July 10, 1953, p. 5) 


FREEDOM OF RELIGION 


A Famous Cartoon of that great American artist, Art Young, portrayed a 
poster offering a “Reward—for information leading to the apprehension of JESUS 


CHRIST ... Wanted—for Sedition . . . Conspiring to Overthrow the Estab- 
lished Government . . . Dresses poorly . . . has visionary ideas, associates with 
common working people, the unemployed and bums...” (See cartoon in adjoin- 


ing column.) 

What brought this cartoon to our mind is the new McCarthyite drive against 
the integrity and independence of the church, and specifically against a number 
(the estimate is 7,000) of Protestant ministers, by the House Un-American 
Committee. 

Rep. Donald L. Jackson announced Wednesday that every preacher “identified 
as a Communist” by one of the miserable stoolpigeons parading before his 
infamous group will be “called to testify.” 

To what depths has our nation descended if this threat can be carried out! 

What a field day for reaction, for fascism, when every minister is persecuted 
who in response to his own conscience spoke out for the ethical principles of 
Christianity as he saw them. Here will come the minister who denounced uni- 
versal military training, he who called for brotherhood of Negro and white, he 
who spoke for peace and ending war in Korea, for peaceful coexistence between 
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the Soviet Union and our own country. Here in the white-hot glare of the klieg 
lights, in the witness chair, will sit the preacher who urged as a Christian gesture 
clemency for the Rosenbergs, or amnesty for the Communist leaders. 

Here indeed will come the ministers—and to their everlasting credit, their 
number is legion—who in fact did nothing more than reject McCarthyism as 
inconsistent with American traditions. For what they were asserting was the 
self-evident fact that between Christianity and fascism there can be no common 
ground 

And it is this undeniable principle which has enraged Joe McCarthy and his 
renegade aid, J. Bb. Matthews; which has angered Velde and the un-Americans, 
just as 20 years ago it maddened Adolph Hitler and resulted in his repressions 
against the church. 

The principle of a free conscience, of the right to worship—or not worship— 
as one sees fit, is sacred and immemorial. It is not only inscribed in our Bill 
of Rights, but is graven in the hearts of the American people. 

It will be a bad day for America and for America’s children, and their chil- 
dren's children, if the MeCarthyite attack on the churches and the freedom 
of religious conscience is permitted to proceed. Fortunately, there is every indi- 
eation that the ministers will fight back. It is to be hoped that their congrega- 
tions will give them the fullest support. 

Even more important, we hope that labor and the trade-union movement, 
recognizing the freedom of religion as basic to all that is truly democratic, will 
come forward and with its united strength strike down this newest threat to a 
hallowed American institution. 

Mr. Dorie. May Lask, what is the Reverend Claude Williams doing 

: 5S 
now’ What is his official position, if any? 

Mr. Jounson. I am not familiar with his present activities. 

Mr. Kunzic. You spoke a minute ago of the People’s Institute of 
Applied Religion, as headed by the Reverend Claude Williams, who 
was also former head of Commonwealth College in Mena, Ark. Did 
you know or have any contact at any time with one of the sponsors of 
the People’s Institute of Applied Religion by the name of Max 
Yergan ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. I did. During the time that I was a member of the 
Communist Party. Max Yergan was a member of the Communist 
Party during the period of my membership. 

We used to hold Communist Party fraction meetings in the head- 
quarters of the Committee on African Affairs on 40th Street in 
the city of New York. These were fraction meetings of the top 
fraction of the Communist Party operating inside of the American 
Negro Labor Congress. 

I also have here the names of the officers, State directors, and 
sponsors of the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, and I should 
like to present them at this time to the committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not as a list of Communists, but as a list of the officials 
and sponsors of the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, with the 
understanding that those that have been definitely identified by the 
witness are the only ones of which we can speak as to their Communist 
connections. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is correct, sir. 

I am looking at this list at the present time, and I have marked 
it “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 36,” and with your permission, sir, 
I should like to offer this into evidence as Manning Johnson exhibit 
No. 36 for the purpose only of putting in the record the names of the 
officers, State directors, and sponsors of the Peoples Institute of Ap- 
plied Religion. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The document referred to was received in evidence as Manning 
Johnson exhibit No. 36.) 
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MANNING JOHNSON Exuiprt No. 36 


APR 101942 


PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE; CAST UP, CAST UP THE HIGHWAY, 
GATHER OUT THE STONES; LIFT UP A STANDARD FOR TRE PEOPLE.’' ISAIAH 62:10 


PEOPLE'S INSTITUTE of APPLIED RELIGION 


313. SOUTHEAST FIRST STREET + EVANSVILLE + INDIANA 


— CLAUDE C. WILLIAMS 
bt @ a8 we e418 68 


~—t— WINIFRED L. CHAPPELL 


fF eee Steet new tative 


~ EDNA JOYCE KING 


oreverce secaataer 


April 9, 1942 
Mr. Max Bedacht 
International Forkere Order 
80 Fifth Ave, New York 


Dear Mr. Bedecht- 


Ae you suggest, I am putting into writing my requeet for @ con- 
tribution from the International "“orkere Order, toward the $300 
that the forthcoming " institute” of the People's Institute of 
Applied religion will cost. 


1 enclose « program ( which you saw in another form) and with it 
a little #HD'S B&D of our discussion lesdere ut thie institute. 


Il enclose also & generul communicution from Oleaude Williems, Director 
of the People's Institute; and « letter from one of our rural preach- 
ere illustrating how the program gete into action among the people 
toward the ends thet we vo earnestly seek. 


5 
The Dixie “emagoguee uve the Bible among the religiously-conditioned 
folk of the " Bible Belt" toward unsociel ends. 


The People'e Institute is using the Bible-= legitimately-- to lead 
the people towerd Uemocracy. 


You will eee by the letterheud that most, though not all, of our 
eponsore are church louders* 1t is the firm conviction of Claude 
Williams thet the church people, sinse the @hrietien @hurch hus been 
the chief ginner in promoting anti-Semiticm ehould bear the respon- 
eibility of supporting financially our work which is directed 
@geinot anti- Seritism unc raciec. 


But ae a member of the 140 und one who knows itgbroud social interest, 
7 


1 aw teking the liberty of eppealing to you for help. 


1 cant henk of no core useful place to invest a little money than 
in thio institute from which-- as from esch of our former oneo- 
sill go men tho sill use their Biblee toward meeting the breud- 
uncymeet problegt of the people; und toward: loading them in 

the effort tor national unity ageinst Hitler and Hitleriem, abroad 
an3 here“ 


Sincere lyg 
Wwe 2.th AL 
Vinitred ts Chappell 
136 E 17, New York, N.Y. 
© 75-9851. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. I think it has value in demonstrating that these 
movements have drawn into them some good people along with those 
that we know to be Communists. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You will note the name of Dr. Harry Ward is on 
there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Who has been identified as a Communist. 

Mr. Kunzic. There are the names of Jack McMichael, who has been 
identified as a Communist; Winifred Chappell, and others. 

Mr. Crarpy. Also Max Yergan. 

Mr. Jounson. I would like to mention in this connection. that the 
People’ s Institute of Applied Religion was one of the most important 
Communist-front operations operating in the South, because in order 
to get around the difficulties that stood in the way of a Communist 
organization of a rebellion in the South, they used religion as a cloak 
to reach the masses of the South who lived by the Book and believed 
in the Book, taking as they did scriptures from the Bible and twist- 
ing them around in order to incite social rebellion in the South. 

Mr. Doyix. May I ask this, is Rev. Claude Williams a Negro or 
white ? 

Mr. Jounson. White. 

Mr. Dorie. About what proportion of this list of persons that 
Mr. Kunzig identifies here as Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 36, are 
Negro or white? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not F pp 

Mr. Doytx. The reason I ask that is because you specified they 
were working in the South. 

Mr. JouNsoN,. Yes; they were working in the South, using the 
religion to stir up 

Mr. Doyue. I know you stated that, but I am interested to know, 
because they were working in the South, what their policy was to 
using Negroes or whites. 

Mr. Jounson. Both Negroes, whites, Mexicans, all nationalities in 
the South. 

Mr. Doytx. What is the status of this People’s Institute of Applied 
Religion now? Is it still in existence, and active? If not, when 
did it stop ? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not know exactly when or if the institute was 
discontinued. I do know that during the period of my membership 
in the party 

Mr. Dorie. Have they been active since you stopped being active? 

Mr. Jounson. I am not in a position to state. 

Mr. Doyte. Did you know of it being active after you stopped being 
active in the Communist Party? That is a plain question. Do you 
know of any incident where it functioned after you stopped being 
active in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. I am not aware of any of its activities after my 
leaving the party. I am only testifying in connection 

Mr. Dorie. Do you know of any activity after you left the Com- 
munist Party of the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, or has it 
been dead several years? That is what I am asking, as far as you 
know. 


Mr. JoHNson. Just a moment. I might have something on that. 
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Mr. Doy.». I think it is important, Mr. Chairman, that we have 
the status of this. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes; if the witness knows. Of course, he has indi- 
cated that his know ledga ended as of the time he ceased being “a mem 
ber, but if he does have something. I would like to have it in the record. 

Mr. Dove. IT just kind of assumed that the witness’ interest in 
Communist activities has continued, or he would not be here today. 

Mr. Kunzia. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, rather than your going through that volumi- 
nous file at the moment. let us move on to something else and come 
back to that later. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, before we leave this point I note that 
the name Harry Ward has appeared in so many of these various 
organizations and groups. It seems as if there is almost an interlacing 
tieup of one to the other, not in any one particular religious sect or 
denomination, but through various sects and denominations. Have 
you any comment to make on this situation ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; I have. 

Dr. Harry F. Ward, for many years, has been the chief architect for 
Communist infiltration and subversion in the religious field. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That, you think, explains why we find his name turn- 
ing up in practically all of the Communist-front or Communist 
organiZations. 

Mr. Jounson. Absolutely correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, when we were discussing the magazine 
Protestant Digest, later called the Protestant, you testified that it 
generally followed the Communist line throughout the years. How, 
do you know, were they tipped off with regard to this Communist 
line? How would they know what to write about? 

I ask this question because I know just this morning, to bring the 
matter down to date, that 1g Daily Worker peg) commented on 
the fall from grace of Beri: It took them 3 or 4 d: ays to find out 
what the line was, and until hiey found out, they did not dare print 
anything, so where did the magazine such as the Protestant Digest get 
thei r line? 

Mr. Jounson. The line comes down from Moscow to the Politburo 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party and from the 
Politburo of the National Committee of the Communist Party it 
goes down to the Communist Party fraction in the many front organi- 
zations of the solar system of organizations of the Communist Party 
and the Communist fraction inside of each of these organizations 
carries out the line. That is how the line comes down from Moscow 
to the lowest organization of the Communist Party. 

A clear indication and example of how the Communist Party policy 
in the religious field is handed down and reflected in the Protestant 
Digest and in all of the other activities of the Communist Party in the 
religious field may be clearly illustrated in an article by Raymond 
Guyot, who was a leader of the Young Communist International and 
a member of the Communist International, writing in the Young 
Communist Review in September 1939, on the subject, I quote: “The 
Communist Discusses Christianity.” 

This is the most revealing article on how to exploit Christianty, 
brotherhood, the peace sentiments, etc., among religious people to 
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convince them of the need of accepting the policy of the program of 
the world Communist movement. 

Mr. Cxarvy. Do you care to have that marked as an exhibit? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. I have it marked as “Manning 
Johnson Exhibit No. 37,” and I should like now to offer it into 
evidence. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will be received. 

(Article, A Communist Discusses Christianity, from the Young 
Communist Review, September 1939, was received in evidence as 
Manning Johnson exhibit No. 37.) 


MANNING JOHNSON Exuipit No. 37 
(Young Communist Review, September 1938, pp. 8-10) 
A COMMUNIST DISCUSSES CHRISTIANITY 


THE ADDRESS TO THE COMMISSION ON RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHICAL BASES OF PEACE 
AT THE SECOND WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS 


(By Raymond Guyot) 


I am very glad to find here a number of prominent members of Christian or- 
ganizations who took part in the Third Commission at Geneva. The Third Com- 
nission is called Commission C here, but its work is the same. 

‘Verrible evils—above all, war—are threatening and already ravaging mankind. 
In face of these, Young Communists throughout the world have shown a spirit of 
understanding which has won praise. Neither denying nor underestimating that 
which may or does divide us, we have nevertheless placed in the foreground that 
which may unite us, and through this we have made it possible to carry on joint 
activity to save mankind from the shame of retrogression and destruction. 

The experience of 2 years has been conclusive. Life has given an affirmative 
answer to the statement that “it is impossible to reduce these positions to a 
common ideology. But that does not prevent youth of all opinions from collabo- 
rating for the defense of peace.” (Report of Geneva Congress—IIIrd Commis- 
sion, p. 186.) 

‘The religious world, and, I may add, the leaders of the Church in ever-growing 
nulbers, are henceforth convinced of the sincerity of the Communists when they 
offer their cooperation in face of the common danger, 

Thus our sincerity, our loyalty, our efforts to reach an understanding authorize 
us to put a question in our turn, a question that might be formulated in this way: 

“Does not the refusal to take the hand stretched out by the Communists mean 
in reality acquiescence in the triumph of violence and war in the world?” 

I fell (sic) sure that the doubts and confusion are going to disappear once and 
for all, and that cooperation is going to make still more decisive progress. And 
the reply that we shall give to the issues raised at this Congress will depend a 
great deal on this point of view. I would like now to make my modest contribu- 
tion to this noble cause. 

We think that the highest good, demanding the ultimate loyalty of all human 
beings, consists in the happiness of mankind. The Communists affirm that the 
happiness of mankind is identified with the collective building of a peaceful life 
which will allow the free and far-reaching development of the individual per- 
sonulity. Such a life is possible only in a society where there is no exploitation 
of man by man. For the Communists, the happiness of mankind is a conquest, 
demanding sacrifices that mankind is forced to make in a war of conquest. Our 
heroism is of a very different nature from the so-called heroism of the warmakers. 

Man’s happiness and the means of attaining it have been the goal to which all 
that is best and most progressive in mankind has aspired. 

In our day, too, progressive individuals and groups are striving after the 
happiness of mankind and, under one form or another, identifying this ideal with 
the highest good. This should be considered as a very important position shared 
by Communists and by other progressive forces in the world today. 

The aggressions unleashed by those who may be called the instigators of war 
constitutes the gravest attack upon the welfare of mankind, not only as regards 
its immediate results, but also as regards its future. 
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The World War of 1914-18 did not contribute anything to the happiness of 
mankind. On the contrary, it destroyed 10 million human lives, ravaged whole 
countries and swallowed up immense riches. 

With regard to the question of patriotism, we should draw a distinction: there 
is a so-called patriotism, one of the (sic) ideological forms of fascism, which 
preaches war in order to bring other countries under its yoke. We call this 
“false patriotism”—chauvinism. In reality, there is only one patriotism which 
is true and healthy and which, established on the rights of nations to inde- 
pendence, will tolerate no attack on the independence of its people. Chauvinism 
turns its back on the happiness of mankind. For chauvinism there is no highest 
good “common to all human beings.” The chauvinism of our day places in opposi- 
tion te the moral principle of human happiness certain subhuman principles: 
brute force as “the absolute good,” and racial theory as “the only truth.” 

In the name of these principles chauvinism “which has now found a crude 
form in fascism” is trying to create a war psychology among the younger gen- 
eration whom it influences by “educating it’? to scorn all that is not “my race” 
and “my war strength.” 

The healthy sentiment of patriotism “which has nothing in common with 
chauvinism” may—under certain circumstances—condition the action of nations 
und individuals. Has a country threatened by or subjected to aggression the 
right to mobilize the resistance of the people on the basis of patriotic feeling? 
Clearly it has the right. And in using this right it is not betraying its loyalty 
to the highest good, but on the contrary affirming this loyalty. In defending 
their national independence, the Ethiopians, the Spanish and the Chinese, filled 
with love of their country, are working for the happiness of mankind. Indeed, 
in these cases the happiness of mankind is threatened with annihilation for the 
Ethiopians, the Spanish and the Chinese—that is to say, for a considerable part 
of mankind. While those who are seeking to annihilate it are those very persons 
who believe that force in its most brutish form and pride of race in its most 
repulsive aspect, constitute the highest good. 

In summary: 

(a) A highest good—the happiness of mankind—unites all progressive 
forces, whatever their religion. 

()) Chauvinism cannot govern the action of individuals without destroy- 
ing loyalty to the highest good, which consists in the happiness of mankind. 

(c) The healthy sentiment of patriotism, when a nation defends itself 
from aggression, is in accord with loyalty to the highest good. 

Solidarity, devotion to the common welfare of humanity, is interpreted by us as 
the old rule of human solidarity—all for one and one for all. 

The youth cannot remain indifferent to the fact that in consequence of the 
war policy of Germany, Italy and Japan, hundreds and thousands of people are 
shedding their blood in Spain and China, and among them large numbers of 
young men and women. Youth must know for whose benefit the war is being 
waged. Is this war being waged for tae benefit of progress and culture, in the 
name of the emancipation of the human personality, in the name of a new life 
of happiness for all human society? 

No, this war is being waged in the name of an imperialist policy. War is 
taking place because Fascist Germany, Italy, and Japan are seeking to conquer 
new colonies and to enslave more free nations. The Catholic youth will realize 
that this is true when considering the occupation of Austria, to which fascism 
has brought nothing but servitude and oppression. They will realize it in con- 
sidering the words of the Fascist leaders themselves. 

What have the wars in Spain, Abyssinia, and China brought? The wars have 
brought death to peoples and the massacre of defenseless women and children. 

This war has brought outrage to the human personality. 

War destroys culture and all the progressive achievements of mankind. 

In spurning all notions of freedom of thought and faith, of the sacred tradi- 
tions of mankind, the Fascist aggressors are destroying everything that human 
culture and progress have built up. They do not even hesitate to make use of 
churches for their ends. 

The war carried on by the Fascist aggressors brings extermination of the 
highest good, of the free personality. 

The peoples of Spain and China are fighting not only for their independence 
but for world peace, and the need for the international solidarity of all peace- 
loving humanity becomes daily more evident. 

The principle of solidarity must therefore be applied in the interests of 

2ace and justice. 
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Solidarity cannot be abstract. It must be concretized in action. Today the 
active solidarity of peace-loving youth towards the victims of the war must have 
two aims: 

(1) Bring pressure to bear on the governments in order to bring to an end 
the injustice which deprives Republican Spain (victim of the Italo-German 
oppression) of the possibility of procuring means for her defense. 

(2) Humanitarian aid for the victims whose lot has aroused the deepest emo- 
tion throughout the civilized world: the women and children. (Sending of milk, 
medical supplies, warm clothing, shoes, etc.) 

What we Communists call solidarity corresponds more or less with what 
Christianity calls charity. We do not wish to enter upon a critical discussion 
with the Christians on the different content of the two principles, but on the 
contrary to find out the basis common to both. Christian charity, for instance, 
goes out to the weak, to the victims of injustice, to the persecuted. This is suffi- 
cient to draw Christian charity towards the Spanish people, the people of China 
and Abyssinia. 

THE BASIS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 


The report of the IIIrd Commission of the Geneva Congress affirmed that 
“moral standards must regulate the relations between nations” (Report of the 
Congress, p. 187). 

We agree with the Christian youth that moral standards must regulate the 
relations between individuals and between peoples. In the moral doctrine of 
Christianity we find a whole number of principles that we Communists not only 
accept but are constantly endeavoring to carry out. The heroes of our move- 
ment who are making enormous Ssacritices for their opinions, who are stoically 
supporting the most terrible persecutions and defending in face of the ferocious 
tribunals of fascism, in face of torture and death, their convictions, are the 
living symbol of communism. Since the persecutions of the Christians of old, 
no movement has suffered such terrible persecution nor borne them with such 
stoicism as the revolutionary working-class movement. Everyone must acknowl- 
edge this moral firmness and endurance, this absolute self-abnegation, this 
moral greatness in the martyrs of our movement. 

Christianity preaches the freedom and dignity of the human personality 

We Communists unreservedly accept this principle and consider as one of our 
highest tasks to defend the liberty and dignity of the human personality against 
all oppression, servitude, or outrage. 

Christianity preaches equality of all men in God’s sight. 

We Communists are fighting for the equal rights of all men and all peoples, 
for their right to freedom of thought and faith, for a social regime which will 
guarantee equal possibilities of development for everyone, regardless of their 
origin, sex, or nationality. 

Christianity preachs [sic] love of one’s neighbor. 

We Communists believe in love of our fellowmen and are fighting for it, for 
such a love tends to ensure the maximum happiness for the maximum number 
of persons. We mean by the term happiness not only material welfare but also 
the joy of labor, a far-reaching education, the development of every capacity, 
cultivation of the arts and sciences, the pursuit of noble human aims, the senti- 
ment of collectivity, and the knowledge of filling the right post and of contributing 
to the common good. We Communists encourage that solidarity which lifts man 
out of his own “self” and binds him to give effective help to his brothers in 
distress 

Christianity demands that all should asnire to moral perfection 

We Communists are fighting for the perfection of the human race, against the 
oppression and humiliation of the human personality under capitalism, against 
the stupefying, degenerating effects of poverty and servitude, of race hatred and 
persecution between peoples, of the deep-rooted immorality of ruling society. 
We strive to lay the foundations of a harmonious and far-reaching development 
of the human race, of a world in which man’s social qualities will vanquish his 
brutish instincts. 

And so we reply affirmatively to the question: “Is it possible to establish a 
common moral basis which will offer a solid foundation for international law?” 
We find that the moral principles of our movement and the numerous moral 
demands of Christianity have something in common which ean offer a solid foun- 
dation of international law. In face of fascist barbarism and the imminent 
danger of war it is necessary, in our opinion, to develop everything that is 
common to us and to put aside all that divides us. 
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Mr. Jounson. It is interesting to note that the Protestant was pub- 
lished 60 days after that line was handed down. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You mean that in this article in exhibit 37 we have 
a prescription for the magazine, the Protestant Digest ! 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct, that is what I mean. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. And would you say further that when the Protestant 
Digest commenced publication that it thereafter adhered to the gen- 
eral lines outlined in this article? 

Mr. Jounson. It did. It reflected the line of that article in all 
of the subsequent—in its first and all of the subsequent editions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then would you say that the institution of publica- 
tion of the magazine Protestant Digest was a concrete example of the 
way in which the party line is handed down from Moscow and finally 
put into execution down in the lower ranks? 

Mr. Jounson. Of course, Mr. Chairman, it is to be understood 
that there were deviations from this policy, but these were only inci- 
dental. They did not in the least destroy the most important aspects 
of the se which the party wanted to carry out in the religious field. 

Mr. Crarpy. What you are saying, as I understand it, is that from 
time 4 time they may have some ‘little variation, some little contradic- 
tion for the purpose of lulling suspicions to sleep, but generally they 
followed the party line as handed down from above. 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Now, I would like to show you the Daily Worker of January 15, 
1953, in which there is an article, the subject matter of which is, “161 
Protestant Church Leaders Ask Truman To Grant Amnesty to the 
Communist Eleven.” 

Mind you, these were the 11 Communists that were convicted for 
violation of the Smith Act, and they submitted the names of 161 
Protestant Church leaders to President Truman with the statement 
that if President Truman did not grant them amnesty, that they 
would go to President Eisenhower and demand of him amnesty for 
the 11 Communists. 

Mr. Criarpy. I think that should be marked, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. It is marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 38,” and 
I offer it into evidence at this time. 

Mr. Criarpy. It will be received. 

(The article from the Daily Worker, January 15, 1953, was received 
in evidence as Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 38.) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExutsitT No. 38 
(Daily Worker, January 15, 1953, p. 8) 
161 PRoTESTANT CHURCH LEADERS ASK TRUMAN TO AMNESTY COMMUNIST “11” 


One hundred and sixty-one church leaders representing 15 major Protestant 
denominations laid before President Truman at Christmas time their appeal 
for amnesty for 11 leaders of the Communist Party convicted under the Smith 
Act, it was made known this week. 

Release of the letter to Truman with its signers was made by the Rev. Ed- 
ward D. McGowan, minister of Epworth Methodist Church, Bronx, N. Y., one 
of the 10 clergywen who initiated the appeal. Rev. McGowan stated that, if 
uffirmation action is not taken by President Truman, a similar appeal will be 
presented to Gen. Eisenhower when he becomes President 

Seven Bishops of the Protestunt Episcopal Church are in the list of signers, 
including one of the letter’s initiators, the Right Rev. Normand B. Nash of 
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Massachusetts, as well as Bishop Arthur W. Womack of the Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Bishop G. W. Taylor of the Reformed Zion Union Apos- 
tolic Church. 

Among the signers are 12 clerics who are professors in theological schools 
or universities, and an equal number of national officers, state and district 
superintendents in several denominations together with the executives of local 
church federations. The majority on the list are parish ministers of 15 de- 
nominations in 33 states. 

A BASIC RIGHT 


The church leaders declared in their appeal that conscientious advocacy is a 
basic democratic right and the glory of a free society. The letter contends: 

“Many Americans feel that imprisonment for conscientions advocacy is not 
only incompatible with our whole philosophy cf government but is an indica- 
tion to countless observers abroad of lack of confidence in our American institu- 
tions.” 

Citing a long tradition of Presidential amnesty for political prisoners, the 
church leaders appealed to the President “in the spirit of Christmas and in 
harmony with justice” to exercise his executive power in granting amnesty to 
the Communist Party leaders in jail, that they may return to their wives and 
children. Ly the exercise of amnesty “we shall be stronger in the eyes of the 
world,” the appeal concluded. 

SIGNERS 


Among the prominent signers are: 

The Right Rev. Reginald Mallett, Bishop of Northern Indiana (Protestant 
Episcopal); the Rev. Albert W. Palmer, former Moderator of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches; Dr. Wilbur E. Saunders, president of Colgate-Roch- 
ester Divinity School; the Rev. Forrest C. Weir, executive director of the Church 
Federation of Los Angeles; the Rev. Abbott Book, executive director of the North- 
ern California-Nevada Council of Churches; the Rev. C. C. Adams, secretary of 
the Foreign Mission Board of the National Baptist Convention, Inc. 

Also: The Rev. Albert Buckner Coe, Superintendent of Massachusetts Con- 
ference of Congregational-Christian Churches; the Rev. Lewis H. Davis, district 
superintendent of the New York East Conference of the Methodist Church; the 
Rev. Prof. Nels F. 8S. Ferre of Vanderbilt University, Nashville; the Rev. Prof, 
Rolland E. Wolfe of Western Reserve University, Cleveland; Dean J. H. Satter- 
white of Hood Theological Seminary (African Methodist Episcopal Zion), 
Salisbury, N. C.; the Rev. Prof. John Oliver Nelson of Yale University Divinity 
School. 

Also: The Rev. John Haynes Holmes, Minister-emeritus, the Community Church 
of New York; the Rev. Guy Emery Shipler, Editor of The Churchman, and the 
Rey. William B. Spofford, Editor of The Witness; the Rev. Harold A. Bosley, 
First Methodist Church, Evanston, Ill.; the Rev. J. Raymond Cope, First Uni- 
turian Church, Berkeley, Calif.; the Rev. John Howard Melish, Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Brooklyn; Dr. Henry Neumann, Ethical Culture Society, Brooklyn. 

Also: The Rey. Calvin C. Ellis, Louisville, and the Rev. James A. Jones, 
Durham, N. C., both ministers of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; 
the Rev. William B. Clemmer, Board of Publications, Disciples of Christ, St. 
Louis; the Very Rev. Paul Roberts, Dean of St. John’s Cathedral (Protestant 
Episcopal), Denver; the Very Rev. Louis M. Hirshon, Dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral (Protestant Episcopal), Hartford, Conn. 


INITIATORS 


In addition to Rev. McGowan and Bishop Nash, the initiators were: 

The Rev. Raymond Calkins, nationally prominent Congregational minister; 
the Rev. Prof. Massey H. Shepherd, Jr., of the Episcopal Theological School, 
Cambridge, the Rev. John Paul Jones of the Union Church of Bay Ridge ( Presby- 
terian), Brooklyn; the Rev. Dana McLean Greeley, Arlington St. Unitarian 
Church, Boston; the Rev. Charles A. Hill, Hartford Ave. Baptist Church, 
Detroit. 

Also: The Rev. Kenneth de P. Hughes and the Rev. George L. Paine, Prot- 
estant Episcopal ministers of Cambridge and Boston and the Rev. Shelton Hale 
Bishop of St. Philip’s Church, New York. 








2972 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. Ciarpy. I note in passing, Witness, that this documents what it 
says by actually listing the names of the 161. My query is this: Do 
you recognize among those who have signed members of your race as 
well as my own ? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes. 

Mr. Cruarpy. I have a further question. Since the publication of 
that article in January of this year have you anywhere run across any 
statements made by any of these gentlemen disavowing the facts as 
published in the Worker? 

Mr. Jounson. No; I have not. I have heard of them attacking 
everyone else, but I have never heard them attack the Daily Worker 
or the Communist Party about putting their names in its gutter sheet. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, you do not mean you have heard about all of 
them doing that. You have heard of some of them. 

Mr. Jonnson. Well, 1 mean I have heard some of them make state- 
ments, some clergymen make statements against the committees that 
are investigating communism and so forth and so on, but I never have 
heard any of them come out and speak in favor of this investigation or 
to speak against the Communist gutter sheet for publishing their 
names. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I have looked it over, Witness, and I recognize a num- 
ber of names of persons who certainly fall in the category you are 
talking about, because, having made some independent investigation 
myself—for example, I see the name here of Rev. Guy Emery Shipler 
as an outstanding example of what I mean. 

Mr. Jounson. I would like to call your attention to an article in the 
Daily Worker, Tuesday, May 12, 1953; the nes of the article or the 
news item being, “Urges Churches Help Defend Negro Leaders.’ 

Now, this article deals with an organization that the Communist 
Party has set up to defend Negro Communist leaders. Now, the chair- 
man ‘of that committee is Reverend McGowan. He has called upon 
the national Fraternal Council of Churches to help in this fight. This 
committee concerns itself with defense of persons like Henry Winston, 
Ben Davis, Paul Robeson, and all other Communist Party leaders and 
Communist Party fellow travelers who find themselves in difficulty as 
a result of their work against our Government in the interest of an 
alien power, namely, Russia. 

Mr. Doytr. How do they raise their money to finance that work? 

Mr. Jonnson. They raise their money through contributions, col- 
lections, and, of course, other sources. 

Mr. Dorie. Do they have a staff of lawyers under retainer, do you 
know ? 

Mr. Jonson. The party has always had staff lawyers who have been 
available for years. A number of them have been members of the 
Communist Party, fellow travelers, or under Communist Party disci- 
pline. These lawyers the party has always been able to draw on to 
give the legal representation necessary for all of these fronts. 

Mr. Doyrx. Are they paid, do you think, generally ? 

Mr. Jonson. They are paid by the front organizations that they 
serve. 

Mr. Kvwzte. Mr. Johnson, you mentioned yesterday that 2,300 
clergymen had signed a petition, at least as so listed in the Daily 
Worker, to save the Rosenbergs, and that this petition was presented 
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to President Eisenhower. Does it lie within your knowledge whether 
any such protest was made at an earlier period of time to Mr. Truman 
when he was President of the United States? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes. According to the January 14, 1953, edition 
of the Daily Worker, there is a feature story declaring, and I quote, 
“1,500 Protestant pastors ask Truman to save Rosenbergs.” 

Mr. Cuarpy. The article names some of them, does it not? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; it does. It gives a list of the ministers who 
signed the petition. 

Mr. Cuarpy. If the Daily Worker is to be believed at all then, they 
= in more than half as many on the petition they presented to 

*resident Eisenhower. 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have this copy of the Daily Worker, Mr. Chairman, 
of January 14, 1953, just a few days before Mr. Truman left the 
White House. It is marked “Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 39,” and 
1 offer it into evidence. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The copy of the Daily Worker, January 14, 1953, was received in 
evidence as Manning Johnson Exhibit No. 39.) 


MANNING JOHNSON ExutsiT No. 39 
(Daily Worker, New York, Jan. 14, 1953, pp. 1 and 6) 


1,500 ProtestaANT Pastors ASK TRUMAN To SAVE ROSENBERGS 


Fifteen hundred of America’s leading Protestant nage or yesterday asked 
President Truman to save the lives of the Rosenbergs, Ethel and Julius. Their 
plea came soon after Dr. Albert Einstein, one of whe world’s leading atomic 
scientists who played a leading part in creating the A-bomb, joined Dr. Harold 
E. Urey, atomic Nobel Prize winner, in urging clemency. The date for execution 
of the two East Side, New York, parents had been set for Jan. 14. A plea to the 
President is now in the hands of the Department of Justice. Truman may act 
at any moment if he desires, up to Jan. 20. If he denies the clemency plea, the 
execution will take place five days later, or may be delayed possibly pending a 
final plea to the Supreme Court for a stay. 

The letter of the 1,500 clergymen added their names to hundreds of others, 
including Rabbis and priests, who have similarly asked clemency. The latest 
plea was released by Dr. Jesse W. Stitt, pastor of the Village Presbyterian 
Church on W. 13th Street, New York City. 

The letter, Dr. Stitt declared, urges President Truman, “in the spirit of love 
which casts out fear,” to mitigate a punishment of “such terrible finality.” He 
added that the group is not “partisan.” 

“Our plea,” the letter says, “does not hang on the decision of the Rosenbergs’ 
guilt or innocence or the degree of their wrongdoing.” 

Cosponsors of the letter, with Dr. Stitt, are the Rev. Dr. James Luther Adams, 
Meadeville Theological Seminary; Roland H. Baintion of Yale Divinity School; 
the Rt. Rey. Charles K. Gilbert, retired Protestant Episcopal bishop of New York; 
Rev. Dr. Robert M. Hopkins, Golden Rule Foundation; Bernard Loomer, dean of 
Chicago University Divinity School; Rev. Dr. O. Clay Maxwell, Mount Olivet 
Baptist Church, New York. 

Others are Robert H. Nichols, professor emeritus of Union Theological Semi- 
nary ; Prof. Paul Scherer; Rev. Dr. Albert J. Penner, Broadway Tabernacle, New 
York; Rev. James H. Robinson, Church of the Master, New York, and the Rev. 
Dr. T. K. Thompson, National Council of Churches. 

In his letter, Dr. Einstein associated himself with another leading nuclear 
scientist, Dr. Harold C. Urey, who had asked clemency after flatly stating that 
the testimony of the Rosenbergs was “more believable” than that of the one 
government witness against them, David Greenglass. The world-famous atomic 
scientist wrote: 

‘Dear Mr. PRESIDENT: My conscience compels me to urge you to commute the 
death sentence of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 
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“This appeal to you is prompted by the same reasons which were set forth 
so convincingly by my distinguished colleague, Harold C. Urey, in his letter of 
January 5, 1953, to the New York Times. 

“Respectfully yours, 
“ALBERT EINSTEIN.” 

Requests for Presidential clemency are pouring in from all parts of the world 
as world opinion notes that there is no evidence that the Rosenbergs ever stole 
any “atomic secret,” that they ever met any Russians, or that they were guilty of 
anything except having anti-Fascist opinions. They face death solely on the 
word of one man, millions are saying everywhere. It is also noted that this 
Jewish couple are the first ever to be sentenced to death in the history of the 
United States during peacetime in a civil court for such an alleged crime. 

William L. Patterson, chairman of the Civil Rights Congress, urged full sup- 
port for the activities of the National Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs. The committee has been seeking the broadest support for clemency 
for the Roserbergs. 


“Maintain the vigil in Washington organized by the committee,” Patterson 
said. “Support delegations of trade unionists, lawyers, doctors, ministers to 
every Congressman. Man picket lines at home. These marching feet are heard 
around the world.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. I note something else in there, Mr. Counsel, an edi- 
torial, as a matter of fact, entitled “Einstein, the Rosenbergs, and 
U.S. Labor’s Duty.” I note it with some interest because of what the 
noted scientist said recently. 

Mr. Kuwzie. It is interesting to note how many people will lend 
their names in such a situation, so that the Daily Worker could even 
think of coupling United States labor in together with Einstein and 
the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Doyte. May I ask this question of the witness? Go back to this 
Reverend McGowan. Did you ever meet him personally ? 

Mr. Jounson. No, no, I have never met him personally. 

Mr. Dortz. Then you do not know if he is a Negro? 

Mr. Jounson. No; I do not know his nationality. I assume he is 
Irish. His name is. 

Mr. Dorie. Would it not be a digression from established policy to 
have a man that was not known as a Communist at the head of that 
sort of a movement? You have testified that he was chairman of the 
National Committee To Defend Negro Leadership and so forth. 

Mr. Jonnson. It has always been a policy to have and to use per- 
sons who are not members of the Communist Party to head such 
organizations. That gives the organization a cloak of respectability 
so that the leader can say to John “Doe and to Mary Doe, “I am not a 
Communist, but I subscribe to this program. I subscribe to this 
policy,” and in that way it gives weight and respectability to it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, you have called our attention to the fact 
that in the January-February—March issue of 1950 of the Protestant 
the Reverend S. Lautenschlager is listed as one of the editorial ad- 
visers, and I note that you have a Communist-front magazine there 
before you for October 1935, the magazine being China Today. 

Now, here is the question I would like to put to you: I note that the 
Reverend Lautenschlager is quoted in that 1935 article along the line 
of saying that it is necessary that capitalism be done away with in 
order that the future peace of the world may be insured. 


. 





eR aE 


pone eo 


or 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 2275 


Do you have any knowledge beyond that shown in this magazine as 
to any possible Communist connections or associations or affiliations 
or what have you of the Reverend Lautenschlager ? 

Mr. Jounson. I do not know whether or not he is a member of the 
Communist Party, but from what he says, it is the same thing the 
Communists say. He calls for the destruction of the capitalist system. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I note that, and I notice he talks about 

Mr. Jounson. He also talks of the capitalist system as being re- 
sponsible for wars and the situation of militarization in China, and so 
forth. 

Mr. Doytx. The Socialists said that and still say it, do they not? 
Is that not a fact? The Socialists used to say that, at least. Do they 
not still say it? 

Mr. Cuarvy. A great many of them undoubtedly do. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that not a tenet of the Socialist Party? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, not quite that way, as I understand it. 

Let me ask you another question: Was it possible for anyone to get 
into this paper China Today unless he had some sympathetic under- 
standing of the causes for which that paper was fighting ? 

Mr. Doy.e. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Jounson. The China Today is a magazine that was brought into 
existence by the decision of the Communist International and the 
political bureau of the Communist Party of the United States. The 
policy as put forth in the articles in China Today were in accord with— 
that is, in full agreement with—the line of the Communist Party as I 
knew it during those years as a member of the national committee 
of the Communist Party and also on the other committees on a national 
level of the party. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Then would it be a fair statement to say that because 
it was originated by the party, that nothing was permitted to get into 
its columns that did not in some way or other reflect the Communist 
Party line? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I note one thing more. This October 1935 issue speaks 
of celebrating the first anniversary of China Today. Does that 
roughly correspond to your recollection as to when this magazine 

yas started ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, it does. It was during the early part of the 
1930’s, I should say around 1934, I should say, that this magazine 
was started. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To sum it up 

Mr. Jounson. What I wanted to bring out here is that this article, 
written by Frederick Spencer, the subject of which is, and I quote, 
“The Missionaries Must Choose,” which shows that at th: at particular 
time the Communists were working among the missionaries to get 
them to work against the interests of our Government in China and 
for the interests of the policy of Soviet Russia in relation to China— 
for example, there are two things that I would like to quote from 
this article to indicate this. 








The characteristic feature of this error, internal reaction (Germany, Italy and 
the imperialist aggression, Manchuria, Ethiopia) may be observed to a greater 
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or lesser degree, wherever the ruling capitalist elements feel themselves menaced. 
Under these conditions unless the missionaries range themselves unmistakably 
beside the progressive forces that are seeking to establish a new social order, they 
must resign themselves to the instruments, possibly involuntary or unwitting, 
of the reactionary forces that are defending the interests of the old regime. 

That is the end of the first quotation. 

In view of the close historical ties of the missions with capitalist institutions, 
it is perhaps futile to expect that the central missionary organizations can dis- 
associate themselves to any significant degree from their largely capitalist patrons 
and supporters. This does not hold true in equal measure for the individual 
missionary. The more intelligent and sensitive of the missionaries in the field 
are forced to come to grips with the underlying forces of imperialist exploitation 
that are racking the social fabric of Colonial countries. In some cases, at least, 
they take the position adopted by S. Lautenschlager, a Presbyterion missionary 
at ‘I'singtao, China, who concludes a recent article in “Fellowship” (September, 
1935, Page 1112) as follows: “Exploiting capitalism and aggressive nationalism 
are the causes of war and the real enemies of mankind. When these causes are 
abolished, the militarization of China and of the world can come to an end. To 
accomplish this, we must be more than resistors of war; we must be positive 
workers for peace. We must become workers for the abolition of the systems that 
create war.” 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right, Witness. 

Now, as I understand it, you have a number of other copies of that 
magazine, hon I correct that the rest of them that you have there 
follow right along with this same general line? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, they do. 

Mr. Crarpy. In the interest of expedition can we sum up without 
going into detail on that that what you have read is a fair sample of 
the line of attack that the magazine uses in trying to bring missionaries 
into the Communist fold ? 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Johnson, during the course of your testimony 
both in New York and here in Washington you have mentioned various 
persons known to you to be Communists, ‘people with whom you sat 
in Communist fraction meetings during the time that you were a top 
member of the Communist Party. Are there any other names which 
come to your mind at the present time whom you can identify posi- 
tively and absolutely as having been members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes: Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Harry Bridges, V. J. 
Jerome, Jack Stachel. All of them were Communist Party leaders of 
national prominence. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew them to be members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Let me interrupt. To take them out of order, Mr. 
Counsel, let us inquire a little bit about this. 

You have named Harry Bridges. Do I understand you to say that 
you have actually sat in Communist meetings with Harry Bridges? 

Mr. Jounnson. Yes, I did, in New York City in 1936, and I was also 
elected to the national committee of the Communist Party the same 
year that Harry Bridges was elected to the national committee, and 
that was at the ninth convention of the C ommunist Party of the United 
States held in 1936 in the city of New York. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you attend other Communist Party meetings be- 
sides the one that you have mentioned ? 
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Mr. Jounson. No, that was the only one that I attended with Harry 
Bridges because the Communist Party made certain that knowledge 
of Bridges’ membership was to be restricted to a very few people at 
the top because of the strategic position he held in the ranks of labor 
on the west coast. In order to assure that the maximum amount of 
secrecy prevailed, they put his name on the list of members for the 
national committee under the name of Rossi. 

Mr. Dorie. What first name? 

Mr. Jonunson. Just Rossi. 

Mr. Doytxe. Not Harry Rossi or anything? 

Mr. Jonnson. No, Rossi. 

Mr. Dorie. What address were these meetings held at for purpose 
of identification § 

Mr. Jounson. Well, the national convention of the Communist 
Party was held in Manhattan Center on 34th Street near 8th Avenue 
in the city of New York. 

Mr. Criarpy. Did you exercise or did the party, I should say, exer- 
cise precautions to make certain that only Communist members were 
admitted ? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes. 

Mr. Crarvy. You are testifying now that you saw him at this con- 
vention ? 

Mr. Jounson. I saw him at a meeting of the Politbureau and the 
central committee that was held during the period of the convention. 
They did not bring him in as an actual delegate because they did not 
want the other delegates to know about it, but he came in and attended 
a special meeting of the central committee. 

Mr. Crarvy. Which you also attended ? 

Mr. Jonnson. Yes; I was present at that meeting. 

Mr. Kunzia. Of course Elizabeth Gurley Flynn is well known as a 
writer for the Daily Worker for many years. 

I will pass on to V. J. Jerome. Would you tell the committee just 
briefly your acquaintanceship with V. J. Jerome? 

Mr. Jonnson. V. J. Jerome was a member of the national com- 
mittee of the Communist Party. He was head of the cultural com- 
mission of the national committee. He was in charge of the in- 
filtration of the motion-picture industry. That was the special assign- 
ment by the Politbureau and central committee of the Communist 
Party. He wrote numerous theoretical articles for the Communist, 
the theoretical organ of the Communist Party of the U.S. A. 

Mr. Kunztc. What years did you know Jerome to be a member of 
the top committees of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jounson. From 1932 to 1940. 

Mr. Dorie. What would be the answer about Harry Bridges on the 
same point? What years did you know Bridges as a member of the 
top Communist 

Mr. Jounson. From 1936 until I left the party in 1940. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you mentioned Jack Stachel. Would you tell 
the committee briefly your contact and acquaintanceship with him? 

Mr. Jonnson. I worked under and with Jack Stachel for a num- 
ber of years in the party. He was one of my instructors in the secret 
National Training School of the Communist Party in 1932 where I 

yas trained to become a professional revolutionist. From 1934 up 
until I left the party I worked with him on the national trade union 
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commission of the national committee of the Communist Party. Jack 
Stachel was a member of the national committee and also a member 
of the political bureau of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. At the conclusion of your testimony here, Mr. John- 
son, could you give us a summary of the overall manner in which the 
Communists have attempted to infiltrate and poison the religious 
organizations of America wherever possible? 

Mr. Jounson. Once the tactic of infiltrating religious organizations 
was set by the Kremlin, the actual mechanics of implementing the 
“new line” was a question of following the general experiences of the 
living church movement in Russia where the Communists discovered 
that the destruction of religion could proceed much faster through 
infiltration of the church by Communist agents operating within the 
church itself. 

The Communist leadership in the United States realized that the 
infiltration tactic in this country would have to adapt itself to Ameri- 
can conditions and the religious makeup peculiar to this country. In 
the earliest stages it was determined that with only small forces avail- 
able it would be necessary to concentrate Communist agents in the 
seminaries and divinity schools. The practical conclusion, drawn by 
the Red leaders was that these institutions would make it possible for 
a smal] Communist minority to influence the ideology of future clergy- 
men in the paths most conducive to Communist purposes. 

In general, the idea was to divert the emphasis of clerical thinkin 
from the spiritual to the material and political—by political, o 
course, is meant politics based on the Communist doctrine of conquest 
of power. Instead of emphasis towards the spiritual and matters of 
the soul, the new and heavy emphasis was to deal with those matters 
which, in the main, led toward the Communist program of “immedi- 
ate demands.” These social demands, of course, were of such a na- 
ture that to fight for them would tend to weaken our present society 
and prepare it for final conquest by Communist forces. 

The Communists had some small forces in the seminaries and under 
the leadership of Harry F. Ward. These were quickly augmented 
by additional recruits and siphoned into the divinity institutions by 
manipulations of Communist cells in the seminaries. This infiltra- 
tion into seminaries was expedited by the use of considerable forces 
the Communists had in educational institutions which were eligible for 
hire by divinity organizations. 

The plan was to make the seminaries the neck of a funnel through 
which thousands of potential clergymen would issue forth, carryin 
with them, in varying degrees, an ideology and slant which eae aid 
in neutralizing the anti-Communist character of the church and 
also to use the clergy to spearhead important Communist projects. 

This policy was successful beyond even Communist expectations. 
The combination of Communist clergymen, clergymen with a pro- 
Communist ideology, plus thousands of clergymen who were sold the 
principle of considering Communist causes as progressive, within 
20 years, furnished the Soviet apparatus with a machine which was 
used as a religious cover for the overall Communist operation rang- 
ing from immediate demands to actually furnishing aid in espionage 
and outright treason. 
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The Communists have an advantage in religious organizations due 
to the fact that their forces within religious groups are well organized 
as a totalitarian group which, operating as a highly mobile force, 
works unceasingly toward a premeditated program. This gives this 
destructive element a great tactical advantage over all others in the 
religious organizations who deal with religion as individuals, operat- 
ing ethics on the basis of an individual conscience before God. 

In the early 1930’s the Communists instructed thousands of their 
members to rejoin their ancestral religious groups and to operate 
in cells designed to take control of churches for Communist purposes. 
This method was not only propounded, but was executed with great 
success among large elements of American church life. Communists 
operating a double-pronged infiltration, both through elements of 
Communist-controlled clergy, and Communist-controlled laymen, 
managed to pervert and weaken entire stratas of religious life in the 
United States. 

Communists in churches and other religious organizations were in- 
structed to utilize the age-old tradition of the : sanctity of the church 
as a cover for their own dastardly deeds. Through Reds in religion, 
we have a true living example of the old saying: “The Devil doth 
quote the Scripture.” 

The Communists learned that the clergyman under their control 
served as a useful “respectable face” for most of their front activi- 
ties. In this way the name of religion was used to spearhead the 
odious plots hatched by the agents of antireligious Soviet communism. 

Communist strategists counted the effectiveness of their forces not 
so much on numbers ‘alone, but on the importance of individuals loyal 
to communism in key spots where a small group can influence large 
numbers and create havoc by controlling a sensitive spot. Thus one 
professor of divinity, lecturing to future clergymen, who in turn will 
preach to thousands of churchgoers, is, in the long run, more dangerous 
than 20 Red preachers, singing the praises of communism from the 
pulpit. 

The same can also be said of a Communist agent operating an 
important position in a church publication which reaches large multi- 
tudes of churchgoing public. One practical effect of Red influence in 
church publications is to tip off scores of pro-Soviet clergymen, who 
are only too glad to receive sermon material through the medium of a 
church publication. 

The large backlog which the Communists have in the writing and 
journalistic field make it easy for them to infiltrate religious publica- 
tions and organize new publications representing the Communist slant 
in church circles. 

It is an axiom in Communist organization strategy that if an infil- 
trated body has 1 percent Communist Party members and 9 percent 
Communist Party sympathizers, with well rehearsed plans of action, 
they can effectively control the remaining 90 percent who act and 
think on an individual basis. In the large sections of the religious 
field, due to the ideological poison which has been filtered in by Com- 
munists and pro-Communists through seminaries, the backlog of sym- 
pathizers and mental prisoners of socialistic ideology is greater than 
the 10 percent necessary for effective control. 
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It is my conviction, as a former leader of the Communist Party, that 
those who lead our Nation must expose this plot and the Communist 
pattern of operation within our churches. If the churchgoing public 
is apprised of the true facts by our investigating institutions they, by 
themselves, will quickly cast the Communist viper out of the house of 
God. 

Che Communist strategy of using the cry of “attack on religion” in 
order to stop an inquiry on their attack on religious life should not 
deter those in whose hands lie the responsibility of exposing this 
deadly danger to religion in Americ 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is there any reason she this witness should not be 
released ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzic. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well, that concludes the session. 

(The hearing was adjourned at 11 a. m., subject to the call of the 
Chair.) 

(Nore.—The following statement was ordered inserted in the record 
at this point :) 


STATEMENT OF Hoyt S. Happock 


To Whom It May Concern: 

Newspaper stories of May 5, 1953, credit Mrs. Dorothy K. Funn, with stating 
in effect that I was one of a group of Communists who met “* * * together in 
the postwar period under Communist Party direction * * *.” That “the meet- 
ings were held in her Washington home, 3100 Warder Street NW., and in the 
homes of the other members. 

* * * All 17 members of the group were knowingly Communist Party mem- 
bers, submitting to Communist discipline. They worked to further aims of the 
Communist Party, not of their unions, * * *” 

I want to state categorically, that if Mrs. Funn did in fact make such a state- 
ment, it is incorrect. 

I knew Dorothy Funn as a representative of the National Negro Congress. 
During World War II I met her on frequent occasions at meetings of persons 
iuterested in civil-rights legislation. These meetings were called in Washington 
offices of organizations and Congressmen interested in bills on poll tax, FEPC, 
antilynch, and so forth. I attended such meetings as a representative of the 
CIO maritime committee or the CIO legislative department. Since coming to 
Washington in 1941, I have been the chairman of the civil-rights subcommittee of 
the CIO legislative department. 

At no time during my assignment here in Washington have I ever been in the 
home of Mrs. Funn. Furthermore, I have never attended any meeting in the 
home of anyone in Washington—Communists or otherwise. Of the 17 persons 
pamed by Mrs. Funn, I have been in the homes of only 2. The occasion in each 
of these instances was social. The persons involved worked for the CIO maritime 
committee. 

To my knowledge I have never attended any Communist meetings in Wash- 
ington. 

During the war the CIO maritime committee consisted of the National Mari- 
time Union, International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, Interna- 
tional Fishermen and Allied Workers Union, American Communications Asso- 
ciation, National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards, and the Industrial Union 
of Marine and Shipyard Workers. Of these unions, three were expelled from 
the CIO as unions whose officials followed the Communist line. They were the 
American Communications Association, National Union of Marine Cooks and 
Stewards, International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, and the 
International Fishermen and Allied Workers Union which was at that time part 
of the International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union. I naturally 
worked with the officials of those unions while they were in the CIO maritime 
committee. It should be crystal clear that I never attended any Communist 
meetings with any of those officials at any time. 

Beginning in 1946, l worked nc e with some of the members of the Ameri- 
can Communications Association to get rid of Communist domination of radio 
oflicers. In this we were successful. Then, about 1948, I joined in an active 
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campaign with Joseph Curran and other NMU officials to clean the Communists 
out of the National Maritime Union where they dominated. In this fight we were 
successful. Prior to these dates I was under constant attacks by at least one 
writer in the Daily Worker and others. 

I cannot account for the error which Mrs. Funn made by including my name 
in her list, unless it was because we were frequently together in attendance at 
meetings on official business for our organizations. I must repeat, however, that 
I never attended any meeting, business or Communist, in her home or anyone 
else’s home as the newspapers indicate she said. 

I do not now nor have I ever held a card in the Communist Party, the Young 
Communist League, the Communist Political Association of America, or any other 
name used by the Communists in the United States, nor do I ascribe to their 
ideology or tactics. Persons who do carry a card in that party are, in my 
opinion, either outright dupes or agents for the Russians. 

To the best of my ability I shall continue to assist in the stamping out of the 
Communist philosophy which is dedicated tc the destruction of democracy and 
the dignity of the individual. The record speaks for itself on my long-known 
position that the United States must assist the free world in becoming strong 
enough to destroy the aggressiveness and conquering spirit of the Communists 
throughout the world. 

(Signed) Hoyt S. Happock. 
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